'WE ARE TRYING TO HELP JORDAN DECREASE 
ECONOMICAL VULNERABILITY TO IRAQ' 


Commenting on press 
reports quoting sources in 
Amman that the US Secretary 
or Defense is trying to pres- 
sure certain Arab States to 
topple Iraqi Saddam Hussein, a 
State Department spokesman 
said the U5 is trying to sup- 
port opposition within and 
outside Iraq through the Iraqi 
Liberation Act which was 
approved by Congress. 

“If there are sympathetic 
individuals or groups in Jordan 
who might be involved in 
those efforts, that's just fine," 
he said. “But as far as using 
Jordan as a state as a spring 
board or somehow massing 
opposition troops in Jordan, I 
heard nothing like that." 

When asked what was the 
US plan for Jordan with regard 
to the opposition of the Iraqi 
regime, the spokesman said: 
"What we are trying to do is 
help Jordan to decrease its vul- 
nerability economically to Iraq 
such as Finding a different oil 
outlet, helping them find dif- 
ferent markets here in the US 
and in the West in general so 
they don't have to depend on 
Iraq so much for their eco- 


nomic growth, which was evi- 
dent during the Gulf war. 1 ' 

In the meanwhile, the 
Clinton Administration is 
increasingly coming under 
attack from Republican mem- 
bers in Congress for failing to 
provide military support to 
exiled Iraqi opposition groups, 
as required by a law passed 
late last year. Lawmakers say 
the Administration lacks a 
comprehensive strategy to 
unseat Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. 

Leading the attack on 
Clinton's Iraq policy is 
Republican Senator Sam 
Brownback, Chairman of the 
Senate’s Near Eastern Affairs 
Subcommittee, who held spe- 
cial hearing this week to ques- 
tion the Administration. “The 
entire US strategy seems to 
depend upon bombing and, 
while I support a vigorous and 
aggressive defense of the no- 
fly zones, 1 am concerned that 
I do not see more action on 
other fronrs which could help 
bring, us closer to the end of 
this bloody regime," he said. 

Brownback urged the 
Clinton Administration to fol- 


low “n more aggressive plan sition enclaves in northern and 

that would target politically southern Iraq that would be 

sensitive areas” inside Iraq, protected from attack by US 
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two sons. "There is some dis- 
cussion that there will be 
increased unrest in the South, 
as the 40lh day of mourning 
approaches for Sadr. In addi- 
tion, there are very credible 
reports that General Janabi, 
the second in command in the 
South, was executed by the 
regime," she said. 

Jones added in her testimo- 
ny that the Iraqis "are very 
pleased with the reporting 
they are getting from Radio 
Free Iraq. That is very impor- 
tant. We heard over and over 
again when we visited the 
North (of Iraq) in order to 
embolden people inside the 
country on the kinds or things 
that may be going on to effect 
regime change." 

Jones said the US is working 
with Iraqi opposition groups 
under the Iraq Liberation Act. 
adding that “we have desig- 
nated seven groups that would 
be eligible to receive assis- 
tance under the act... We want 
very much to disperse the 
equipment that is authorized 
under the 1LA, but we believe 
we need to do it in a very 
responsible way, in ways rhat 
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the groups themselves can 
use. And we don't think that 
they are in a situation to 
receive the equipment yet, 
until there is a greater coali- 
tion among them as to what, 
they would do and how they " 
would do it," 

Responding to a question 
from Senator Brownback 
whether a regime change is 
possible in Iraq, Jones said, 
that these groups "have the 
military capacity” to do the 
job. “They could challenge 
Saddam, however, there are 
other ways that we can work 
on to assist them. But that's 
probably not something we 
can talk about in this forum." 
she said. 

When asked if a regime 
change is possible during the 
remaining time of the Clinton 
Administration, Jones 

responded: “1 think it is entire- 
ly possible, yes. I hear this 
from iny conversations with 
the people in the North that 1 
have had just in the last couple 
of days.” 
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CANCER HITS MORE MEN THAN WOMEN 


RECENT STATISTICS RELEASED 
by the Jordanian National 
Cancer Registry QGR), reveal 
that the number of recorded 
cancer cases in Jordan during 
the year 1996 stand at a total of 
3682 of which 3302 are 
Jordanians. Of those cases, 500 
have already died In rhat year 
alone. 

The report also reveals “the 
prevalence of cancer among 
males in Jordan as they account- 
ed For 1704 of the recorded 
cases, whereas 1598 of the 
cases involved women," said 
Bassam Hijjawi, epidemiologist, 
assistant director ofJCR. 

The figures presented in the 
report also indicated that can- 
cer comes with age as 34.9 per- 
cent of the cancers studied 
occurred after the age of sixty 
and only 11.2 percent were 
prevalent among those In their 
twenties. tl 

"This' is obviously due to pro- 
longed exposure to the risk fac- 
tors related to cancer, the older 
the person the more he Is in 
contact with those factors.” 


said Hijjawi. 

Breast cancer ranked as one 
of the most prevalent types or 
cancer constituting 28.5 per- 
cent of reported cases. Only ten 
cases were documented among 
males. The median age of diag- 
nosis for females is at 49 years 
of age whereas for males, 55. 

In contrast, the most preva- 
lent type of. cancer targeting 
males was documented as lung 
cancer, which only ranked in 
12th place In the case of 
women. The median age of 
diagnosis equaled 61 years old. 

"One major reason behind 
lung cancer is smoking. It is 
alarming to know that 85 per- 
cent of cancer cases reported 
are among Jordanian smokers. 
Cigarette smoke contains more 
than 400 carcinogenic sub- 
stances that cause tumors in 
the lung, tongue,, lips, nose, 
throat and bladder," explained 
Hijjawi: 

However, preliminary Infor- 
mation handed out by JCR 
reveal that lung, cancer Is 
Increasing in females due to the 


COMMON CANCER SITES 


N-1704 
i Male 
! -Lung 186(10.0%) 
t -Bladder 1 SB (8.8%). 

■ -Leukemia IBB (g;3%) 

’ -Colo-rectal 123(7.8%) 

I -Skin 1 16(8.8%) 

-N.H.L 102(6.0%) 
-Prostate 86 (6.2%) 
-Brain and N.8 88(6.2%) 
•stomach 79 (4.e«0: 
-Larynx 81 (3.6%) 



N=160B 
Female ' 

Bream 456 (28.6%) 
-Colo-rectal 111 (6.6%) 
■Leukemia 109 (6.8%) 
■Skin. 82 (8.1%) 

-Brain and N.S 81 (5.1%) 
-Thyroid 77 (4,8%) . 
44.H,L74(4.6^.) \.‘ J 
-Uterus ,70 (4.4%) ‘ , ■ 
. -Hodgln 

Lymphoma 64 (0,4%) 
-Ovary 63 (3.3%) 


Increase In the number of The report also shows that 
women who have taken up colon and rectum cancers rank 

smoking whether as cigarettes fourth for males and second In 
or the traditional hubble-bub- the case of females. "The trend 


ble known as the nargellaj 


of these types of cancer is 


increasing steadily all over the 
world especially developed 
countries due to food nial-prac- 
tlces and the abundance of 
processed foods,” pointed out 
the JCR director. 

According to the figures, 200 
cases of urinary bladder cancers 
were among Joidunians. "It 
ranked second for males and 
fourteenth for females. The 
median age of the patients was 
sixty one. 

With a total of 267 cases of 
Leukemia among Jordanians, 
the blood change came in third 
in its prevalence among both 
males and females. But it 
ranked as the number one can- 
cer among children under the 
age of 10,. for both boys and 
girls, “This situation has called 
for the attention of the health 
authorities and has warranted 
further investigation,” said 
Hijjawi. 

The distribution of cancer, 
cases among Jordanians by the 
Govemorate shows that the 
capital, Amman, harbors 50 per- 
cent Of all cancers In Jordan, ft 
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A JOD 5 M. FRENCH TV 
PROJECT AT WADI RUM 
PROMISES JORDAN 
COVERAGE, HARD 
CURRENCY 


IIS D1SIBNATES 
SECOND 
DUTY-FREE ZONE 

WIINGTON (AFP) — The 
Coiled States on Monday 
designated a second duty- 
&ee zone on the Jordan- 
iuaeli border from which 
pxxlsaii enter the US mar- 
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The first phase in the 
fodopment of Gateway 
I-Aiflrial Park is expected to 
t< completed early next year, 
*hen some 3.000 to 4.000 
people will be employed in 
fte zone, according to a 
(laienwnr from the office of 
,lsc US Trade Representative 
lUSTR). 

Already, 17 companies are 
foliating ro secure a place 
m the zone, according to the 

m- 

A % same time, US Trade 
f qww»rative Charlene 
hrshefsky approved expnn- 
11011 Plans for the first 
Manlan-lsraeli duty free 
® nf . which began opera- 
nons at ^hid, Jordan one 
Mr ago. 

^ area will be expanded 
' m 104 to more than 200 
m Bnd from 4.000 work- 
trs to 10,000 when the 
“Pension is completed. 
** htcen n ew companies 
i?e reie rved space in the 
fusion, joining 50 already 
business there. 

JJf l ’ rst shipment of 
! k° m Irbid began 
touring the United States In 


Prime Minister Abdur-Kaouf Rawabdeli 
was steadfast yesterday regarding a crisis 
with Israel saying lhar Jordan will nor give 
up the remaining amount of water Israel 
owes it as stipulated in the 1994 peace 
accords. 

Following a morning meeting with 
Water Minister Kamel Mnhadin that had 
been scheduled 10 discuss solutions to 
the Impeding water problem, Rawabdeli 
said "this is the ulticial agreement signed 
by tile two parlies and we will insist on 
tile implementation of the agreement as 
it Is... we will continue to demand our 
rights until we get them." 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, according to Agence France 
I’resse, rejected yesterday allegations of 
reneging on the accords saying that 
“Israel lias no intention of backing down 
from our agreement with Jordan or the 
Palestineans concerning water supplies, 
but there is a real shortage problem." 

Natauyaliu also called on Jordan to 
accept an "amicable" solution to the cur- 
rent common problems, reported AFP. 
but he didn't say what such a solution 
could be. 

Tlie statements were brought on by 
reports on Sunday that the head of the 
Whter Committee Meir Bin Meir had 
declared to his Jordanian counterpart 
that Israel would nor be able to give 
Jordan the full amount of water It was 
entitled to. 

According to the 1994 peace accord 
with Jordan, Israel should supply die 
Kingdom with 50 million cubic meters of 
water. Israel, however, wants to cut down 
the amount to 28 million cubic meters. 

According to Meir the allocation is due 
to a harsh drought in Israel's main reser- 
voir of drinking waters the Yarmouk Riveh 

Mahadin, meanwhile, played down the 
deficit in drinking Water saying “we have 
254 million cubic meters of Water at the, 
moment; what we are looking for Is 283. 
million cubic meters," totalling a short- 
age at 29 million cubic meters .0 at 9% , 
deficit. ' ’ • / • * v ‘ - ■ 

He also told the press that the Ministry / 
of Wbter has been guaranteed full sup- - 


port by Rawabdeli and that it is "to 
receive all necessary equipment and 
finances needed to face the problem." 

Mahadin also made optimistic remarks 
regarding "the three forces fighting this 
crisis; Ministry of Whter, Committee of 
Water and the Committee of the Jordan 
Vhlley." describing them as "strong, pow- 
erful and able.” 

He went on tu express Ills f.iiili in the 
"forces" that have been formed to light 
the battle saying "we look like we are 


going to surpass the problems even if 
they are difficult." 

The minister snid that solutions to 
overcome the water shortage have been 
found but thar “the plan to solve the cri- 
sis predicted for the summer will not be 
publicized until .ill the meetings concern- 
ing the subject are finalized and we can 
show people the results." 

Jordan’s water shortage, due to a 65 
decrease in rainfall, leaves total deficien- 
cy of water in the country at 2700 cubic 


meters. 

The Arab Daily had published in its last 
Saturday issue an emergency plan that 
includes digging and operating new wells 
as well as reactivating dysfunctional wells 
all over the Kingdom. 

There will be an upgrading of the Zai 
Treatment Plant to increase it’s water 
flow. Authorities are also considering 
connecting sonic private wells to the net- 
work. 

by SERENE SERHAN 


Israeli PM Netasiyahu stands on the west bank of the Jordan River, yesterday, 
during a tour of Jewish settlements in the Jordan Valley. Netanyahu called on 
Jordan to uctepf tin "amicable solution" to the dispute over how much water 
Israel can deliver to Jordan. 
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BRITAIN GRANTS 
CHALLENGER TANKS 
TO KINGDOM 

HIS M^|GSTY KING Abdullah gratitude and appreciation of rlianked Lord Gilbert for his 

received on Monday the British die United Kingdom's continued country's gift, which will help 

Minister for Defence .... r , , 

Procurement, Lori Gilbert. Talks support 10 J ordan in a,e aspefls Rmher enforce lts mllltar y **■ 
during the meeting dealt with °f military defense. He also ties — The Arab Daily, 
bilateral relations between 

Jordan and United Kingdom and 
ways to strengthen military 
defence cooperation. 

Lord Gilbert was quoted by 
Petra as saying, "Wie are veiy 
anxious to show our support in a 
practical and effective way to His 
Majesty. We know he is a friend 
to our country, and in fact he 
spent a lot of time there as a 
young man." 

Lord Gilbert reiterated liis 
country's readiness to continue 
its support rojordan in this Held, 
and to meet its military require- 
ments, stressing the important 
role of Jordan’s military force in 
keeping peace in the region. 

He announced that the UK will 
provide a number of Challenger 
1 main battle tanks as a gift: to 
Jordan, saying “We want to 
emphasize the close continuing 
cooperation between the armed 
forces in our two countries." 

His Majesty expressed his 


KING INAUGURATES 
NEW SECURITY HQ 



HIS MAJESTY KING Abdullah Monday opened 
the new headquarters of the Security Unit 14 
which is a subsidiary department of the 
Preventative Security Office in Public Security 
Department. 

During the visit, King Abdullah viewed a mil- 
itary parade including self defense sports that 
reflected the distinguished level of members of 
the unit. 

His Majesty was received by Director of 
Public Security, Nasouh Miiliieddin. The 
General Inspector In addition to a number of 
senior officers. 


Muhieddin said, “we are honored to wd- 
come Your Majesty in this Hashemite strong, 
hold. We also take pride In this dignified Royal 
initiative which is enough proof of this tafc 
tion's status to Your Majesty.” 

He added, "we take this opportunity to 
renew our pledge to exert our utmost effort m 
order to strengthen the roots of security ini 
safety of the country." 

Commander of Security Unit 14, Mahmoud 
Sleitt, delivered a briefing on rite emetjente 
and development of the unit — Petra. 


QUEEN NOOR IN SA 
OFFERING CONDOLENCES 1 

HER MAJESTY QUEEN Noor flew to Saudi 
Arabia Monday to offer her condolences to 
the Saudi Ruling family on the passing away 
of Princess Anaoud, wife of Saudi King Fahd 
Bin Abdul-Aziz. 

Her Majesty will meet with the daughter 
of King Fahd, Princess Latifa, the late 
Princess’s sisters, and other members of the 
Royal family. 

Her Majesty was accompanied on the trip 
by Her Royal Highness Princess Rania Al- 
Abdullah, their Highnesses Princess Taglirid 
Mohammad. Alia Al-Faisal, and His Majesty 
the late King’s daughters, Princesses Aisha, 
Zein, and Iman — Petra. 


ccomplices sentenced 


'PRAISE BE TO GOD, EVERYTHING IS OVER' 


REACTING TO THE death sentence 
passed on the klllersof their relatives 
by die State Security Court, mem- 
bers oT the victims’ families 
expressed their satisfaction that jus- 
tice wsas done. 

"Praise be to God, everythiiig is 
over" said son of Hikmat Hajo, a 
senior Iraqi diplomat who was 
slaughtered last year among other 
1 1 people, including his wife, Laila 
Shaaban. 

Col. Yousef F&ouri passed a ruling 
of two death sentences and one of 
twenty-jears imprisonment with 
penal servitude, In the case desig- 
nated as "The Rablah and Shmeisani 
Murder;” which resulted also in the 
rtiurder of Hanna Naddeh, his son 
Suhail, and Awni sa’ad. 

Amid very intensive security mea- 
sures. at the Militmy Courts in 
Marka, the State Security Court sen- 
tenced Mohammed Aljaghamin and 
Ahmed akShariassi, who is still at 
large and was tried In absentia, to 
death by hanging. 

TWenty three-year okl Vted 
Abidah and Kayed Abu Marklijyah, 
42, received twenty-years of hard 
labor imprisonment on cfraiges as 
accomplices to die murder and 
theft. 


Tlie couit session was restricted Mohammad Aljagliamin, resulting in rulings of the State Security Court Advocate Dvveik said tlwt lie had 

to journalists and advocates. The sib- the killing of two policemen, and are non appealable, but they can be IS bases to contest, 

ling of Hqjo, were present in Court Abdullah Kisswani. the fifth person taken to die Court of Casation, Jamal Abu Markhiyyali, a brother 
when tiie sentences were lianded charged with the murders. which has tile power to increase or of tlie convict Kayed. said die sen- 

down. It Is worth mentioning that the reduce the sentences. tencc passed on his brother as 


down. 

Or her way out from Court 
Hqjo’s daughter spit on tlie murder- 
er 8 * 

Tlie murderers showed no emo- 
tion to the sentence. The session 
lasted for two hours and forty-five 
minutes and included red la dor of 
tlie court’s decision end tiie summa- 
ry oF the case totaling to 1 67 pages. 

Tlie attorney-general requested 
death sentences to die first two 
murders and the hardest penalty 
possible to the other accused mur- 
derers. He also demanded that die 
weapons used in the killing be con- 
fiscated. 

Tlie defendants reaffirmed their 
pleadings while the attorney-at-law 
Mohammad Dweik, asked for 
acquittal of his client, V\ftiel Abdah. 

With the announcement of those 
judgements, the 14-month standing 
two cases- of Al Rabiah and 
Shmeisani Murderers' are now final- 
ly settled. 

During die investigation period, 
dramatic events took place including 
die escape attempt implemented by 
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rAWABDEH: POLICY STATEMENT 
INCLUDES SPECIFIC MEASURES 
TO HANDLE WATER CRISIS 



flHE MINISTER ABDUR-Rd'llf 
InAleli said his Government's policy 
,L,temenc to Parliament will include 
ipttilic measures aimed al easing the- 
Jordanian people's concerns towards 
ihe water issue, which he described as 
■ D n, of the hottest items on the agen- 
da.“ 

The Prime Minister, in remarks to 
Dubai based Al-Bayan Newspaper, said 
(lis'jflremment’s policy statement, to 
be presented to Parliament during the 
first week of May, largely derives from 
ike His Majesty King Abdulla’s letter of 
donation. 

He pointed out that the statement 
fetuses on three major issues: handling 
ike water crisis, overcoming the eco- 
nomic difficulties and enhancing 
Jordan's relations with ali Arab Stares. 
RaWabdeh said rhe economic difficul- 
ties Jordan is currently witnessing is 
patof a general trend that is prevailing 
throughout the region. 

However, he said the government 
intends to overcome the problem by 
attracting external investments, and 
writing on creating new job opportu- 
ttirifi for unemployed Jordanians. 

Rtf Prime Minister denied his gov- 
ernment's intention to reduce the num- 


ber of employees working in the public 00I1GV < CI I 
sector, describing the measure as 



irdon mi< 


kelatte 

making 


Rawnbdeh also ruled out any intent 
to close the Jordanian market to for- 
eign laborers or to take any similar 
measure in this regard saying that any 
country that calls for integration with 
brotherly countries would not adopt 
such a policy" — Petra. 


PRIME MINISTER ABDUR-Ra’uf 
Rawabdeh said a public pardon 
would not take effect without the 
endorsement of a law by 
Parliament. 

The Prime Minister was com- 
menting on statements by the 
local press saying he had 
appealed to His Majesty King 
Abdullah to issue a public pardon. 

Rawabdeii said no such a thing 
happened and denied he 
appealed to the King for a public 
pardon. He said however that lie 
received numerous petitions 
appealing for a pardon, which he 
sent to the King’s attention. 

A general pardon would include 
amnesty, canceling of traffic 
offenses, residency and work per- 
mit violations among others — 
Petra. 


ISRAEL RELEASES 3 JORDANIANS 


Advocate Dvveik said tlwt lie had unjust. "V\te will pursue dw case * 
i bases to contest. the Casation Court," he said. 



1HAEE JORDANIAN PRISONERS treed 
from Israeli jails where handed over ro 
Jordanian authorities ac the King Hussein 
Mge Monday. 

hrael has released rhe three Jordanian 
prisoners earlier on Monday and agreed 
^ family members .and doctors can 
'MMJordanlans still in Israeli jails dur- 
“*8 Al-Adha Eid. 

flie three prisoners who were freed, 
^*1 Hazayleh, Maher Issa and Saleh 
G hi?zavw, were convicted of minor 
offenses, such as infiltrating Into Israel, 


according to Petra. 

Their release has been negotiated 
rlirmigli Jordan's Ambassador to Israel, 
Omar Rifa'I who is making contacts with 
the Israeli authorities for the release of 
the remaining 14 prisoners. 

The Agency said tlie 14 who remain in 
Israeli jails are "security prisoners" who 
are were given life sentences in the past 
10 years for lethal attacks on soldiers 
and citizens. 

Israel Insists that they remain In Israeli 
Jails. Jordan has asked that they be hand- 


ammarin refutes corruption, 

SPECULATIONS ON LIVESTOCK CENSUS 


JJYETTOCK CENSUS that was carried out last week by the 
Census Department was the first step in a plan put forward, 
special draught committee to estimate the Kingdom's total 
of animal resources in order to compensate the losses of 
owners. 

Jj* controversial census, bringing the total number of livestock 
j. ^ n 8dom to six million was believed to be over exaggerated, 
mom to speculations of corruption. 

*** million figure is a "raw number" appearing In the pre- 
'“ty draft of the census report, according to Mukliles 
J?™* Actin 8 Secretary Ceneral at the Ministry of Agriculture,: 
w/fcetor of Livestock Management Unit at the Mjnlsny. 
told The Arab Dally on Monday that "the census was held . 
8 me cattle's breeding season, and the. inclusion of liewly 
'We in the census caused a70*8Q% increase itt the number qf 
^cattle. >* ; * ' 


J Responsible Chief editor * 


THE ISRAELI PRIME Minister's campaign of agitation and incite- 
ment towards the May elections is creating a hell of a lot of tur- 
' bulence in the calm waters of the deadlocked peace process. He 
shows an extraordinary skill in catering to the most extremist ol 
elements among the Israeli populace with the sole aim of staying 
in power no matter what the price is. 

Netanyahu is hitting hard left and right, inside and abroad, but 
mostly against his Arab partners in peace. 

He is threatening his "warmest peace partners" with thirst by 
reneging on water accords. He is threatening Palestinians by wav- 
ing the horror of annexation- in place of a resolution ro his oca i- 
- parion of their homeland. His defense minister is threatening the 
Syrians by an eternal occupation of the Golan Heights if they don’t 
drop their demands for total liberation. 

Only three days after US envoy Denis Ross described Israeli set- 
tlements as "very destructive," Netanyahu toured the Jordan 
Valley and vowed that Israel would stay there "forever." 

He did not spare the European Union, the financier and backer 
of the peace process. Tlie 15-natiou bloc that constitutes the 
largest market for Israeli goods finds itself harshly reprimanded 
for not recognizing Jerusalem as the eternal, unified and unilater- 
ally proclaimed capital of rhe Jewish state. 

Neranyahifs electoral tactics are converting partners into 
adversaries, friends into enemies and allies into opponents. 

But Netanyahu’s self-serving tactics, outspoken agitation and 
incitement, arrogant over-blown addresses and destructive poli- 
cies are not new. 

We saw this happen during the last elections. At that time some 
uf us said that once tlie man is in power, lie will be able to bring 
peace. They said rhat nil lie was doing was lor the benefit of an 
electorate expecting a hard line and that as a trusted premiere, he 
would go further than those who seem dovish. Does that school 


ed over to Jordanian custody and con- 
tends they need urgent medical atten- 
tion for heart problems and other chron- 
ic conditions. 

Israel has agreed to allow families to 
visit the prisoners on March 21. A team 
of doctors will be allowed to visit them 
four days later. 

Israel has freed more than 20 
Jordanian prisoners in the last two years 
as goodwill gestures toward jordan — 
Agencies. 


The census also Included large numbers of catde set aside for 
both export.and slaughtering for the Adba Eid.” 

Accordingly, these numbers will be categorized separately, and 
evehtually removed from the final draft. 

Amntarin believes this w|ll result in a much smaller number than 
the preliminary estimates. 

During its Sunday session, the Lower House or Parliament doubt- 
ed the credibility of the livestock census and requested that anoth- 
er be conducted. 

On.thjs Issue. Ammarin commented that "there Is no need for 
another census because the results are not yet final." 

He also asserted that a special committee was set up at the stmt 
of the project to revise and analyze flata appearing in every stage 
so that ph accurate and comprehensive report would be finally pre- 
sented, ■ .. - . ■ 
by ORAYB AKEEL 





as scH is, 


KU FOR- RAKE B STILL HITS JORDANIANS 
AS MORE COUSINS MARRY EACH OTHER 


T liey arc completely paralyzed and totally depen- 
dent on riieir families, nil because their parcnrs 
were first or second cousins. 

Hereditary diseases arc abundant in Jordan due to 
marriages between relatives. In fact, one torkinsoii- 
likc disease sprouted its roots here in die small town 
of Kufor-Rakeb and was subsequently named after it. 
Since 1996, no cure has been found. 

The disease hits patients without any prior norice 
when tliey reach the age of 14-15, leaving them total- 
ly helpless by die age of 1 8, according to the physician 
who discovered the disease. 

Physician Abdul Larif Wreikat, head of rhe neuro- 
logical department ar Al Hussein Medical Center- 
detected the disease during a routine check up on one 
of Iris patients, with Parkin son -like symptoms, 

"The symptoms were first detected on a 14-year 
old child, from the north town of Kufor-Rakeb, who 
was admitted to the hospital with Parkinson like 
symptoms, but later develoj>ed to appear as a com- 
pletely new disease," said Wreikat. 

Although all movement disorders are comprised of 
a variety of conditions resulting in abnormalities in the 
motor system, this genetically transmitted neurologi- 


cal disease lias a unique symptom of leaving its vie- saliva as the disease progresses,” added Wreikat. 
tims in a Ireezing posture. According to a study conducted by the physician 

“The uniqueness of this disease is that once ir and his team in which the medical history of 99 mem- 
attacks its victims, who are completely normal at hers, of a consanguineous Jordanian family from 

‘The only way to curb the deadly effects of this 
disease is by implementing the idea of mandatory 
premarital tests, if not completely forbidding 
intermarriages within families with such disorders’ 


birth, it progresses very rapidly leaving the patients 
bed-bound until they die, “ Wreikat told The Arab 
Daily. 

Victims of Kufor-Rakeb disease stop attending 
sdiool within 6-12 months after the detection of die 
disease because of failure of their basic motor skills. 

"Their condition deteriorates gradually, victims 
become less indined to participate in sports, their 
walking becomes slow, with a constant drooling of 


Kufor-Rakeb was traced, five siblings wore reportedly 
alfected with the disease. The sample included 48 
men and 51 women. 

The study pointed out that while everything else 
performs normally, patients with time are left with 
expressionless faces with varying degrees of widening 
of palpebral fissures as well asstaring looks, monoto- 
nous speech and impaired intellectual abilities. 

A normal person blinks 20-times a minute, while 


vMms or this disease rally blink five 
minute. ”1® 

Although tile disease is hereditary; it stas,, 
generations bclbre it hits the family again. 

Most hereditary disorders in Jordan exist 
communities that have relatively low -iJj 
background, who tend to believe that such rfcfc 
disappear once they have more and moredikfc 
According to Wreikat, the treatment ofUtftrtj* 
patients annually costs at least JOB 20,000 pnptw 
Something that places financial constraints onthebn- 
ired budget of the Ministry of Health. 

“The only way to curb the deadly effeasofiiM, 
ease is by implementing the idea of mandatsype 
marital lesls, if not completely forbidding Interna, 
ringes within limiilies with sudi dismiss." 

Contrary to some people’s beliefthat internum^ 
is a religious habit, Pmphet Mohammad cxrnimantkd 
Muslims to avoid manying a relative. 
Intermarriage is illegal in western cmmtife. 
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WHY GO 
TO SCHOOL? 


A glimpse at die ennditions sur- 
rounding girls studying at 
fevnimeli Basic Sdiool would 
lead us to tdieve ware still yeare lag- 
ging behind women's rights and iliat 
all domestic and international efforts 
to ini|injw? women's lives are hi vain. 

Swaimeh, a beauriRil village in ibe 
Jordan VttJcy suirounded by banana 
orchards, apparently hidden from the 
outside worid, is a tourist attraction 
Tlw scenery is inviting and cliaim- 
irjg, but ilw harsh economic simation 
and dietowlrviqgstandaids of the vil- 
lager, mostly farmers, make it liard 
fix them to enjoy die natural diaims 
<pf tlieir vilk>ge. 

In fact, the villager see no good in 
the valuable tilings avaikible to them. 

“Our sdiool is well equipped with 
a modem laboratory an AV room, a 
library with 1,500 books and a work- 
sliop widi seven sewing mud lines for 
girls to leam mid acquires decent pra- 
fesskm," said Anineli Nawaji die 
sdiool Principal , who used to seive as 
<1 social woiker at a secondary sdiool 
in the area. 

It scans that the gills actually want 
to learn, but does riieir society want 
diem to? Put differently does diegov- 
eniment want educalioii for die 270 
girls enrolled at the sdiool? 

Accuiding to Nawaji, "die drop out 
rate readies 84.4 percent. Howevo; 
actual numbers arc more sltoddug. 
The head misO ess says only two girls 
out of the 12 tenth gradere continue 
their secondary education. 

“The Ministiy sets a limit of 1 5 stu- 
dents to open up a secondary dass at 
our sdiool. So the girls wishing to 
pureue tlieir education have to go to 
die Ramah village, 15 minutes away 
But girls don'tgo to Ramah for eco- 


nomic and social reasons, 

"My fariier couldn't afford the 200- 
fils bus fees for my sister to go to 
Ramah Sdiool. so die quit school," 
said Ameerali, a student at Sill Grade. 

The lieadn listless complained that 
pniunLs force tlieir daughter ro leave 
die sdiool. ‘Iliey would rather haw? 
lire gills employed by die local farm- 
ers for some extra money whidi 
might suppoit Hie family's meager 
income," si le said. 

Obviuusly. die mentality of die past 
centuries is still dwelling in Swaimeh. 
Pbjygamy is voy common there. Men 
still think they have to beget as many 
diiklien as tliey can to help diem in 
farming, and to slipuldersome of the 
living burdens. 

The sdiool principal, teachere and 
students estimate licit polygamists 
constitute 75 percent of men in die 
vill.Tge. Moreover woman and gills 
arc alxised and gender disaiminai ion 
is phenomenal, according to tlie edu- 
cators. 

Is diene light at the end of the tun- 
nel? Hopefully yes. 

Noura, die sd»ol maid, admitted 
her mistake wlien slie dropped out 
her elder daughter out of sdiool 
when the latter was only in die 5th 
grade. But she promised to allow lier 
otlier daughter to continue her 
schooling against all odds. 

Hind Tawfiq, a girl who was forced 
out of school, is keen on resumiig 
her education, provided that sec- 
ondary education is available in 
Swaimeh. 

Obviously, the ball is in the gov- 
ernment’s court - 


by ROLASHAKIB 


RELATIVE OF 

PROMINENT 

JORDANIAN 

WARLORD 

IN CHECHNYA, 

KIDNAPPED 

MOSCOW (AP) — Hie latest abduc- 
tion reported in Chechnya was out 
of die ordinary, diis time die victim 
was a relnlive of one of die region's 
most feared warlnids, news rc|X)its 
said Monday. 

Pei haps dm explains why die 
hostage spent only a ample of days 
in captivity while many kidnapping 
victims usually disappear for 
mondis. 

Magomed Bidagov, fadier-in-law 
of Khattab, a Jordanian who lias 
become one of tlife most prominent 
waiioids in Chedinya, was snatdied 
from his car by unidentified gunmen 
in Gudcmies - a town 30 kilometers 
east of Qwdmya's capital Grozny on 
Saturdtiy, die ITAR-Tass news agency 
reported. 

Tlie attacked shot Bidagov’s 
bodyguard dead, but let his wife 
Aminat go to her native village in 
neigliboring Dagestan, 

Bidagov himself had been freed 
by supporters on Monday, ITAR-Tass 
reported, 

Bidagov's village is liome to an 
Islamist sect the Whliliabis, wlio 
make up die core of Khattnb's unit. 

Earlier reports said that Khattab's 
mother-irHaw and his small. da Ligh- 
ter have also been kidnapped. But 
Tbrpal Atgeriyev, Oiedinya's vice 
premier wiio.wereees its police 
force, denied Monday dial any 
abduction had taken place. 

He said police in Gudermes 
indeed detained a group of people 
suspected of different crimes, and 
fatally wounded one of them in the 
ensuing dash Others were arrested 
and put In a local jail, the ITAR-Utss 
reported. 


SCIENTISTS FROM 36 NATIONS 
SPEAK ON SPACE AT AL AL BAIT 



AS. '^3 .S -j 

7 . t 



PARTI Q PANTS AT THE Woiksliop for Basic Space 
Science, oignnized by the United Nations, the European 
Space Agency (ESA) and tlie Institute for Astionoiny aixl 
Space Sciences (IASS) aindnued their discussfeins 
Monday at die Al al Bait University, 

Tlie ESA fiveday workshop, inaugurated nil Saturclny 
by University President Molinmmad Rakliit is discussing 
one hundred working papers, which were presented by 
scientists from 36 countries and 10 organizations taking 
part in tlie event 

In his opening remarks Bakliit paid tiibute to His 
Majesty the late King Hussein, noting diat die 1AAS was 
founded in implementation ofliis directives and wishes, 
Bakliit said that tlie Arab Wforfd lias become qualified 
for membership in the International Astronomy Union, 

In Bakhifs viewpoint, the Arab's interest hi astronomy 
dates back to centuries and the "Prophets Ascend to the 
Skies" incident, triggered Muslims’ curiosity for knowi- 


Bakliit told The Arab Daily "the idea behind this work- 
shop is to follow up with state of the art developments 
and the new achiewmetits in the field." 


‘Jordanian acadc-mia. university students and variots 
agencies in Jordan and the Arab World will malic used' 
this rare opportunity in oirier to introduce ouisehes an) 
provide evidence that the Arabs are serious about joini^ 
into the space science community," die professor said. 

Bakliir hoped that lliewurkslicipwmiklenhanreoxf 
eraiinn among public and private iinKvreities injiflhn. 

“VM* liave contacted piivate uiihrershies and athised 
ihoin on the cimtexi ,nul cmiteiitufdie woikdwp.ail 
tlrcy defegaleil a ihiiiiIkt of outstandiiig cuOragua iv 
attend. piesenl |?n|x-is and share in iliedisaisanns.'sijJ 
Bakliit, adding diey liatl also conraacd gownimtni and 
niiliLEy institutions and encouraged liieintoukepsiin 
lire event. 

Director of tlie institute, Hamid Naiiiw, told The Arab 
Daily dial "tire importance i if having ll liswartaliop is tfe 
it goes through jrapers on die latest research oil the sdar 
system, and the universe in general. 

Alsu, die data received from die satellites will fe 
processed here and evaluated to be presented in ife 
upcoming intemnliiinnl tonfeience to be held in Vienna 
hi August. 

'A new observatory has Ireen built on campus, hi® 3 
visual lellective 42-ceiUinieter telescope list 
ed to an integral computer system. Though sn*. 1 
employs dre latest teduiology and is intended fortran^ 
and research on sumo extraterrestrial objects fori# 5 
education," Nalinysnkl. 

Tlie conference is ]jart of a UN plan to en®^ 
researcii nixl scientific explorations useful for 
Similar workshops were lield In other countries 
tlie worid. 

United Nations represenrative.HamHaubo^^ 
Arab Daily dint "tlie UN Is establishing 
space and teduiology education 80 over 
Jordan lias sliown interest In hosting VfcrtASia 

ESA’s representative, William Wfemsetef, 

Al Al Bait for hosting die workshop, sakj that 1^ 

ing forward to die realization ofthfc goals set for ^ 

"Tills meeting is the fast step 
coordination and setting nioreprofbuidv^^.^ 
ration in the field of space sdenee and tedmow® 
told Tlie Arab Daily r . 


QUEEN ALIA'A speech therapy 
institute to establish new 
center for hearing impaired 
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.nxyjtE UNDERWAY by the Queen Alia'a 

Mdl TltHW l " Sti,llte “ CSSablish . " 
Sal tcmpl« in Amman to cater For 
with special needs, particularly 
afciing from bearing and speech 
mbtaffi.The complex will be constructed 
on s piece of land donated by the late King 

1 Prfea' rftbe institute, Hanan Toutian 
™| the Institute has treated during the 
Jjtur s total of 3,984 cases. 899 of 
,tith wen new comers. The Number of 
unites amounted to 8,622 including 
Mishearing tests, 2,051 ENT tests, 460 

{fm foiisand 133 audiographies. 

Toaqan added that “The Institute has 
to installed 250 medical hearing aides, 
and piovfaled speech therapy to 360 cases, 
It 7 of which were new comers. The insti- 
« also carded out hearing and speech 
wAiafion for 584 cases.” 

Free of charge services were provided for 
353 okS including ENT examinations, nor- 
mal hearing examinations and other related 
services to needy cases that do not benefit 


from health insurance funds. Thirty hearing 
aides were distributed along wirli 60 hear- 
ing aides' accessories and batteries for free. 

The Institute has also carried out hearing 
tests and distributed hearing aides to stu- 
dents of Al Ainal school in lrbid and Jdeitat 
charity society, all free of charge. 

Hearing examinations are also due to all 
cases referred to the institute from the 
National Aid Fund and the Ministry of 
Social Development in different regions of 
the Kingdom free of charge. 

Students of the University of Applied 
Sciences specializing in hearing and speech 
received training at the Institute as part of 
their medical training course. 

Queen Alia Speech Therapy Institute was 
founded to commemorate the Late Queen 
Alia'a whose commitment to the service of 
this sector contributed in setting the basis 
of this humanitarian establishment through 
her noble efforts to secure the necessary 
modern equipment and supplies. 

The Institute was established in 1978 to 
cater for people with hearing problems. 


Specialized physicians and people involved 
in voluntary service united their efforts to 
bring this establishment into reality. 

Tlie Honorary President of the Institute, 
HRH Princess Haya commits herself to 
supervising the implementation of pro- 
grams and supporting the efforts that con- 
tribute in meeting the needs of people with 
special needs. 

A Department for hearing tests will be 
established, utilizing the most advanced hi- 
tech equipment. The services will be free of 
charge, in harmony with the philosophy of 
the Queen Alia'a Institute. 

Tlie Institute has also dispatched a large 
number of its technical staff on scientific 
scholarships to a number of advanced 
countries, in order to obtain specialized 
degrees in hearing and speech therapy. 

Regular evaluation examinations are per- 
formed on preschool and school age deaf 
children to follow up on their health condi- 
tions and problems, to help them overcome 
the obstacles that impede their psycholog- 
ical growth and development ■ — Petra. 


URBAN PLANNING WORKSHOP 
CONTINUES TODAY 


PAH1C1PANTS IN THE Regional 
workshop on the Utilization of 
human indicators in Urban 
Planning continued their delib- 
erations Monday with discus- 
sions of the experiences of 
Arab countries in this field. 

Hie workshop opened in 
Amman Sunday with the par- 
Hiipation of a delegation from 
fcveral Arab stares. 

The several day workshop is 
organized by the Public 
institute for Housing and 
Urban Planning in cooperation 
will the Regional Training 
Center for Human Settlements, 
Arab Institute for 
development of Cities, and the 
United Nations Center for 
Human Settlements. 

Director of the Institute, 
to* 5 *! Hyasat, asserted the 
importance of focusing on the 


issues of concern to all Arab 
slates in the field of urban 
indicators in order to measure 
progress in this field and ro 
upgrade human settlements 
through setting policies based 
on data available in each Arab 
country. 

He expressed hope that reg- 
istration centers for urban 
indicators be established ill 
every Arab country, which 
would eventually lead to estab- 
lishing a regiunal registration 
center. Such a center, he said, 
would facilitate contacts with 
world countries with the aim 
of measuring the extent of 
achievements made in Jordan 
and Arab States in comparison 
with other countries. 

The Head of the United 
Nations' Regional Information 
Office. Ali Shabo, said that the 


most important achievement 
so far is the agreement 
reached by the central govern- 
ments and the representatives 
of the civil society institutions. 
The agreement will allow 
urban strategies to be drawn, 
and specific strategies to be 
followed up within the frame- 
work of the international 
working plan and a group of 
principles named "Resort 
Agenda arid Urban Sustainable 
Development.” 

The agenda will guide urban 
development and determine 
the future of cities for two 
decades to come. 

Addressing the participants, 
the Saudi Arabian expert for 
population studies and human 
settlements at the Arab 
Institute for Development of 
Cities, Ahmed ’fa ha, said that 


the institute was the consulta- 
tive technical and scientific 
arm geared for the Arab Cities 
Organization. He praised the 
role the Institute has played in 
the progress of Arab cities and 
municipalities. “Furthermore, 
the Institute presents research- 
es and holds training courses 
and symposiums in order to 
spread the scientific bases for 
urban planning in full eollabo- 
' ration with all concerned par- 
ties,” Taha added. 

Over the coming days, train- 
ing course, participants will 
discuss major issues in devel- 
oping an international urban 
registration center. 

Participants will review the 
experiences of Arab countries 
in implementing the resort 
agenda — Petra. 


A DAY FOR THE CITY OF JERUSALEM 

WAS held Today at the Greater Municipality of 


Seminar 

A| w»u on the occasion of Arab City Day dedicated this yesr 
,Q lhe City of Jerusalem. 

Participants stressed that Jerusalem is confronting radical . 
t asges threatening its identity and status. They also denied 
e Jataell religious and ideological claims on the City high- . 
4 Ting that the issue of Jerusalem is a political one. 

Participants recalled the role that the Hashemite family 
P-ayed in protecting the holy city. 

amber of the Jerusalem Trustees Council .Subhi Gosheh. 
il 'Pat Israel adopted land confiscation policies since its: 
M,a Mshment, adding that only 14 percent ofjerusalem's land. 


Is owned by Arabs while the rest has been Confiscated by 

lewish settlers. ... 

Secretary General of the Royal Committee for Jerusalem 
Affairs presented a paper oh the impact of the Jewish religious 
doctrine on the policies of various Israeli governments. The 
paper explored the suggested Israeli solutions to the issue of 

)* gpna'an said that international laws and UN resolutions stat- 
ed clearly that. Jerusalem .is ah occupied land. 

He added that a comprehensive peace cannot be achieved 
Without 8 complete Israeli withdrawal from the Holy city — 
. The Afab Pally. 


Hmy* finoointed MOE 

yaeretaiv general 

MINISTER OF EDUCATION Izzat Jaradat has designated 
Ahmed Hiyassat to assume the tasks and activities of the 
Ministry's Secretary-General as of March 14th 1999, lintil har- 
dier notice. 

The decision was taken Monday, and immediately took 
effect. ' 

Jaradat presently holds the position of Director-General of 
Educational Training — Tlie Arab Dally. 

pfr- 7 British et ) vov 

on ministry's a ctivities 

MINISTER OF SOCIAL and Administrative Development, Faisal 
Rfou’ met Monday with the British Ambassador to Jordan. 

Discussions dealt with the project entitled Enhancing Tlie 
Institutional Capabilities of the Ministry ot Social & 
Administrative Development” financed by the British 
Government. 

Tlie Minister briefed the ambassador on die execution of 
the first phase of the project which aims at developing train- 
ing programs and upgrading the performance of employees. 

Rfou’ also outlined die Ministr y’s plans to alleviate poverty 
and unemployment in the Kingdom. 

The British ambassador renewed his country's support for 
the project, and expressed his governments willingness ro 
further co-operate with thf Ministry in the areas of its spe- 
cialization. 

Tlie meeting was attended by the Project Director and 
members of the British Embassy — Tlie Arab Daily. 

Lower house ame nds Military 
Housing law 

THE UDWER HOUSE'S Financial and Economic Affairs 
Committee, 'chaired by Deputy Ali Abu A! Raglieb, Monday 
concluded its discussions of the amended Military Housing 
Law. 

During tlie meeting, amendments to a number of tire articles 
of the law were introduced, while other articles were ftatliei 
developed in order to serve the objectives sought by tlie Law. 
Tlie meeting was attended by Directors or die Military 
Judiciary and Military Housing along with a number of 
deputies — Petra. 

fl waste water depot turns 
into a tourist site 


A PROJECT TO develop the Pepsi Pool irt Rusaifeh will be 
launched in April, according to an agreement signed Monday 
at the Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
Environment. 

At a cost oTJOD one million, the project aims to solve the 
pollution problem of the an;a which constitutes an eiwiron- 
mental hazard, endangering dre health safety of inhabitants. 

■ Minister of Rural and Municipal Affairs, Tawfiq Kreishan 
paid a visit to the Pepslfool where he declared the launch of 
the project. ' , '■ \ \ 

The Ministry will carry out treatment of the existing waters, 
whidr will be replaced by dean waters i deating an artificial 
1 lake. ; • 

| A second stage of the project will see the turning or the 
I area into a tourist Site; • _ •; -. -a— 
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Six killed. 10 hurt in mw 
extremist ottoek In 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Six people were killed and 10 others wound- 
ed overnight in a massacre blamed on armed Islamic extremists 
near Blida, south of the capital, Algerian security services said 
Monday. The source said the attack was at Sidi Al Kebir. 50 kilo- 
meters south of Algiers. It gave no further details other than to 
say six people were “cowardly murdered" by "a group of ter- 
rorists," the government term for Islamic insurgents. Security 
forces have launched an operation to track down the attackers, 
It said. 

Eqyptian-Palesfinlfin 
iflmmittee meets Wednesday 

CAIRO (AFP] — The higher Egyptian-Palestlnian committee will 
meet Wednesday in Cairo ro examine increased bilareral coop- 
eration in various fields as well as the latest developments In 
the peace process, especially on -the- Palestinian track. Al Aliram 
. Arabic daily said yesterday. The meeting will be chaired by 
Foreign Minister Amr Muss a and the Palestinian minister for 
International cooperation, Nabil Shaath. 

Delivery of Mirage aircraft 
IP UAE to bealn In 2nnq 

ABU DHABI (R) — France's Dassault Aviation said Sunday deliv- 
ery of 30 Mirage 9-2000 aircraft purchased by the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE| late In 1997 would begin in 2002. "In 2002 deliv- 
ery will begin, a Dassault official told journalists at a news con- 
ference in Abu Dhabi when asked about the delivery date of the 
aircraft. Apart from the 30 aircraft, the deal provides for the 
upgrade of 33 MirageS- 2000. which the UAE bought from 
Dassault more than 20 years ago. 

Egyptian bedouins said 
, la seek refuge In Israel 

TEL AVIV (DPA) — Hundreds of Bedouins converged on Israel 
border crossings along the Egyptian border in the Sinai Monday, 
claiming they were starving and seeking permission to enter 
the Jewish state. Israeli radio said a large number of expanded 
families were expected to continue arriving at the border dur- 
ing the course of the day. The cause of the exodus was believed 
to be a clan feud, according to Israeli radio. 

Yemeni president invites 
japan's emperor to visit 

TOKYO (AFP) — Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh on 
Monday invited Japanese.Emperor Akihlto and other members 
of the Imperial family to visit his impoverished country, an offi- 
cial said. Saleh invited the emperor, Crown Prince Naruhito and 
Prince Akishino, said a Japanese imperial household agency offi- 
cial. adding however that It was "up to the government to 
accept such an invitation." The Yemeni leader, on a four-day 
visit here since Sunday, was to meet Prime Minister Keizo 
Obuchl later In the day, according to a foreign ministry official, 
Ylemen, one of die world's poorest countries, received Japanese 
grants of some S66 million between 1997 and 1993. 

US: Iraq and Iron hflXfi 
'expansionist nlmn' 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — The commander of US forces in the Gulf, 
General Anthony Zinni, on Monday said that Iraq and Iran had 
expansionist aims" in the region and accused Tehran of pro- 
ducing weapons of mass destruction. “Iraq and Iran have expan- 
sionist aims In die region, with Baghdad Invading Kuwait in 
1990 and Tehran developing weapons of mass destruction and 
forming a large army which threatens neighbors," Zinni told the 
Al ltdhad daily here. The general was speaking at the 1DEX-99 
defence exhibition In Abu Dhabi, which opened Sunday and 
which has attracted representatives from more than 40 coun- 
tries. 
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EU STICKS TO ITS STANCE THATstatI 
OF JERUSALEM IS UNDECIDED * 


RONN (DPA) — Despite angry Israeli protests 
tlie European Union is sticking to its stance 
that under international law the status of 
Jerusalem is undecided. Germany which cur- 
rently holds the rotating presidency of the 15- 
narioii EU said Monday. 

“The Europeans do not intend to change 
their practice in regard to contacts with 
Palestinian personalities in East Jerusalem," 
foreign ministry spokesman Martin Erdmann 
told reporters In Bonn. 

Erdmann said the new controversy between 
Israel and the EU was sparked by a Feb. 15 
diplbmaric note whicl] the Israeli government 
sent to the EU presidency. In die note Israel 
reiterated its stance that it regards Jerusalem 
as its capital and part of Israel. 

In response, Germany on March 1 reiterat- 


ed tk* 1:11 posit inn that under iiuimilinnnl 
law Jerusalem had a special "Corpus 
Separatum" status. At the same time it reject- 
ed demands rli.it EU officials retrain from 
meeting Palestinian politicians injeiiisalcin. 

The response was conveyed by German 
Ambassador Theo Wall an who was later sum- 
moned by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu for talks "ro clarify" the issue. 

During the meeting with Netanyahu Sunday 
Wallnu made dear that the EU had slated its 
view on the status quo of Jerusalem, but had 
not intended to make a preemptive statement 
on the ftiture status of the city. 

Erdmann said Monday: “Germany on behalf 
of the European Union made clear that from 
our point of view the file is closed," 

The EU statement had sparked angry reac- 


““ sr, ? L " ; ■"** ,hs youth apfc, 

tho Gcminit ambassador, Vvho acted tot^ 
thu message. be recalled. ^ 

lleitai- members, wearing Holrxaufl 1 
camp dr, tires with yellow stats stitdwJ 
their outfits as was the law forJeuS 1 
during the Nazi persecution, staged a 
Sirniion outside Whllau's residence in 
Ron" government sources said tfte&Z 
embassy had received anonymous 
11k Palestinians lay daim to*** 
Jerusalem, which Israel amused in HR, 
the capital of their future fttlestinlanssit 
Israel, however, claims the entire digdit 
It snys cannot be divided. The wifi a®, 
intyhns never recognized Israel's dam 


: - ""S'* llll y "‘-15 never recognized Israel'! dam 

HIZBOLLAH CHIEF:U$ 
IS THE 'REAL ENEMY 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Hizbollah chief 
Sheik Hassan Nasrallah said 
Monday that the United States 
was the “real enemy” of the mili- 
tia, which is waging an armed 
campaign to drive Israeli troops 
out of southern Lebanon. 

“The American administration 
is our real enemy because it is die 
one that began the aggression 
against people in the [Middle 
Hast) region," Nasrallah told the 
weekly magazine A) Wfesat. 

"The successive American 


administrations were responsible 
every time a drop of blood was 
spilled in southern Lebanon, a 
house was destroyed there or a 
tree burnt" by Israeli bombard- 
ments, he said. 

"The Israeli soldier is our direct 
enemy, but the money and politi- 
cal cover are ensured by the 
United States who have pledged 
to maintain Israeli supremacy 
over all the countries of the 
region," he added. 

Nasrallah also said that 


Katyusha rocket attacks on north- 
ern Israel should be carried out 
only by Hizbollah, although other 
groups have similar weapons. 

"The participation of these 
groups in the armed struggle 
against the Israeli occupation is 
welcome, but we ask them to 
give us exclusivity fur the use of 
Katyusha rockets because we 
have proven that this weapon is 
efficient in our hands," he said. 

"When we fire these weapons, 
we claim them and we do not just 


fire two or three, but swri 
rounds at a time," he said. 

"Firing on northern bad « i 
political decision, not a rnffi ay 
one, because it is an aim usd it 
prevent Israel from pursuing 
aggressions against Lebanese 
civilians," Nasrallah added. 

"We use this arm with preci- 
sion so tiiat it serves our purpose 
of dissuasion. It should not k 
used haphazardly because it ri 
only serve to give Israel pretats' 
to retaliate, he said, 


SUDAN SCRAPS ISLAMIC RADICAL 
CONFERENCE TO HELP END ISOLATION 


KHARTOUM (AFP) The Sudanese govern- 
ment said Monday for the first time tliatit can- 
celled a conference of Islamic radicals last 
month to avoid undermining a new policy 
aimed at ending its international isolation. 

Foreign Minister Mustafa Osman Ismail said 
the conference was postponed indefinitely 
amid concerns "it would contradirt our poli- 
cies which are aimed at improving relations 
with nil countries of the world " 

A government spokesman said last month 
that the Februaiy meeting of the People’s 
Islamic Conference (P1Q was put off because 
some of the 50 participating countries were , 
hostile to Sudan. 

The PIC, which groups Islamic militant 
groups from throughout the world, has, since 
it was created in 1991, been based in 
Khartoum where it ei-Joys the protection of 
the fundamentalist government of General 
Omar Al Bashir. 

It lias met before in Khartoum in 1993 and 
1995. 

Ismail, outlining Sudan’s foreign polity for 
1999 at the foreign ministry here, said his gov- 
ernment would continue to open up to the 
outside world and play a role In regional and 
international institutions. , 

Foreign polity "will move from a position of 
defense and reaction to one of initiation and 
participation in decision-making on domestic, 
regional and international levels to demon- 
strate a realistic image of the Sudan," he said, 

"Globalization and the third millennium 
require that International standards be taken 
into consideration as a domestic issue," Ismail 
said. 

Ismail added that his government would try 


to remove the "remaining effects" of diplo- 
matic and economic sanctions "with a calm 
and flexible diplomacy." 

In November 1997 US President Bill Clinton 
decreed a total economic embargo against 
Sudan for its alleged support for international 
terrorism. Since 1993, Sudan has been on the 
US State Department list of countries sup- 
porting terrorism. 

Ismail also said Khartoum is willing to 
"Improve relations with ail countries, especial- 
ly neighboring ones, including Eritrea and 


Uganda," noting that the United States lia 
begun to reconsider its policies towardsAfika 
and towards Sudan." 

The foreign minister also encouraged ESP 
to play a greater mediating role in emfingthe 
civil war between the Khartoum govern** 
and the secessionist rebels in the mainly id - 
mist and Christian south. 

But Ismail said his government wodd wort 

for Sudanese unity and “will never advoflK 
secession" of the south, he stressed. 
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US WAR PLANES STRIKE IN IRAQ 
FROM SOUTH AND NORTH 


^MICroNtAFPI-US warplanes 
Srdawcksinrhe no-fly zones 
MS northern and southern Iraq 
ugj$z striking a radar site, a radio 
“L station and anti-aircraft 
the US military said, 
file attacks were carried out after 
„ Iraqi radar “posed a threat” to 
aircraft in the north, aod 
dteran Iraqi MIG-25 crossed into the 
todtna no-fly zone, the military 
pid- 

US Air Force F-16 CG Fighting 
Falcons, US Navy F/A-18 Hornets and 
. f.p Tbmcats carried out the attacks 
ia the south at around 0645 GMT, the 
(S Central Command said in a state- 
1 mi 

They struck a radio relay site 320 

| lilometers northeast of Baghdad near 

' A Salman, and a radar site 464 kilo- 
sitters southeast of Baghdad in the 
liciniiy of As Shuaybah, the Tbmpa, 
Florida-based command said. 

“The strikes were in response to 
Iraqi aircraft violations of the south- 
ern no-lly zone," the statement said, 
■fries? hostile acts were the latest of 
more than 135 Iraqi provocations ill 
the southern no-fly zone since 
■CiRfationj Desert Fox,- irsaid.- 
Aspokesman for the command said 
there was a single violation of the 
southern no-fiy zone, by the Iraqi 
MiG-25. 


from Incirlik air base in Turkey struck 
at around 0915 GMT northwest of 
Mosul. 

Aircraft patrolling the zone 
"detected Iraqi radar posing a threat 
to coalition aircraft.," a statement by 
the US European Command said. 

“Responding in self-defense. US Air 
force F-15E Strike Eagles dropped 
GBU-12 laser guided bombs on sever- 
al anti-aircraft artillery sites north- 
west of Mosul,” the statement said. 

"AH coalition aircraft departed the 
area safely." It said. 

Iraq said one person was injured 
on Monday when US and British war- 
planes attacked Iraqi sites in the 
southern Western-imposed no-fiy 
zone. 

The Iraqi News Agency quoted an 
Air Defense source as saying that the 
planes “bombed some of our civil 
facilities and weapon sites leading to 
injuring a citizen." 

"Fourteen formations violated our 
national airspace coming from 
Kuwaiti and Saudi airspace and 
implemented 10 sorties from Kuwaiti 
airspace and 24 sorties from Saudi 

airspace supported by the Early ^ — - .... ..■»* tnr ,i 

Wiirnintt AWACS plauc-from Saudi air-- -units -intercepted- the -hostile planes The soutce said .it ll.JU local 
spttce,"~tlie source said. and compelled them to flee, return- time, eight formations violated our 

The source said the planes flew in|! ,| w Jens uf evii where they national airspace coming fiorn 

over rite Iraqi provinces of Muthanna. ^ rmm lt , 0 . 30 | oca | limt . |<)30 Turkish airspace and implemented 1 7 

Qadissiya, Meta and Basr.,^ ^ .. sorties supported by the AWACS.- 



Iraqi soldiers man an anti-aircraft machine-gun, on the root of a building in 
Baghdad, on Monday- 


“These planes fired eight bombs at 
our weapon sices ill Nineveh 
province." the source said adding 
that they were engaged by Iraqi 
defenses mid obliged to go back. 


in the north, US fighters operating ‘ Our aircraft anti groiniu rii.iM.im. ■ ■ . , — — 

ARAB GULF COUNTRIES CALL 
ON IRAQ TO STOP THREATS 


RIYADH (DPA) - Six Gulf Arab states called 
Monday on Iraq to halt its threats against 
hndi Arabia and Kuwait and asked Iran to 
iMoilate into deeds its pledges to improve 
idadons with its Arab neighbors. 

A statement at the end of the two-day 
■"wing of foreign ministers of the Gulf 
\ Cooperation Council (GCC) said that the 
’^threats against Saudi Arabia and 
fowait “represent the determination to 
l ®' we and disdain international and Arab 
wilL’ 

Baghdad has verbally threatened Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait for allowing American 
^ British planes to carry strikes on the 
’’“■By zones in Iraq through tlielr territory. 
Ylie ministers From Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Arab Emirates, Omari, Qatar and 
“ lra * n sa ld Iraq had to be Forced to carry 
all Security Council resolutions espe- 
“J baling with the release of Kuwait 
““other prisoners of war and the return 
OrKiiwalt property. 

•nq has been under United Nations eco- 
5an ctions since its invasion of 
Suw ait in August 1.990 which ended seven 
Jins later after a military cqalition 
T?" Ba ghdad to withdraw its troops. 

* ministers also called on Iraq to prove 
• Nod Intentions by acknowledging that 
nwasion of Kuwait was a violation of 
ij^^nationai legitimacy." 
fa statement said the six states were 
er n*lncd - to continue their initiative to 


help ease the hardship of the Iraqi people. 

The ministers said that the Iranian claims 
to three strategic islands disputed by the 
United Arab Emirates "were not accept- 
able" and neither was Iranian military 
maneuvers in the United Arab Emirates 
waters. , 

Iran conducted at the beginning of tins 
month nine days of naval exercises near the 
islands of Abu Musa. Greater Hinb and 
Lesser T\inb. . , 

The Islands, near strategic shipping 
lanes, have been under Iranian control 
since 1992 


The ministers condemned the opening of 
an Iranian municipality home and an edu- 
cation complex in the island of Abu Musa 
saying it aimed at "solidifying the occupa- 
tion." 

’ The six ministers urged Iran to translate 
the declared good intentions oF Iranian 
President Mohammad Khatami to improve 
relations with the GCC countries to palpa- 
ble and practical steps in words and deeds 
by responding to the calls for solving the 
territorial dispute by peaceful means or 
resorting to international arbitration. 



THIRD ATTACK NEAR UN 
FACILITIES IN IRAQ 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — In a third attack near UN facilities in 
Kurdish-controlled northern Iraq, a UN vehicle exploded in a park- 
ing lot in the city of DoliuU. a UN spokesman said Monday. 

There were no casualties in Friday’s attack, which involved a 
World Food Organization vehicle thai was parked overnight at the 
World Health Organization parking lot, said spokesman Fred 
Eckhard. 

Preliminary investigations revealed that the explosives were 
placed on the back seat of the vehicle, Eckhard said. 

TVvo other bomb explosions in Doliuk and Irbil last Tuesday and 
Wednesday apparently killed one bomber and injured seven peo- 
ple. 

"We have no clue to the motives or the people behind the 
explosions," Eckhard said. ^ ____ ___ 

IRAQ AND IRAN TO EXCHANGE 
PRISONERS QF WAR 

BAGHDAD (R) — More than 400.1'raqi and 57 Iranian prisoners cap- 
tured during the 1980-88 Iraq-iran war will be released arid repa- 
triated on Tuesday, a source at the Iranian embassy In Baghdad 
said bo Monday, ' 

The sopree said 420 Iraqi prisoners of war (POWs) would be 
(reed by Tehran and would cross the borderpoint northeast of 

Baghdad linking Iraq's Al Miinthirlya to Khosravlln Iran. 

He said thai in exchange Baghdad would releSse 57 Iranians 
detained In Iraq. ■ , ; r 

iraq's'fnost Influential newspaper, 'Babel, put !th‘e number of 
Iraqis that would be released flt/424, . ; 'i . : . ' 

The PO.W issue is. among the theinriest Issues blocking the nor-, 

inalization of.fies between th^two cojintties. 



ISRAEL REFUSES TO HAND OVER 
BODIES OF SUICIDE BOMBERS 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Human 
rights groups criticized Israel 
Monday for refusing to return 
the bodies of Palestinian sui- 
cide bombers to their families 
for proper Muslim burial. 

According to a joint reporr 
issued by Betselem and 
Hamoked, two Israeli human 
rights organizations, until 
1994 Israel had inconsistenr|y 
returned bodies. But since a 
wave of suicide bombing 
attacks which began four 
years ago, 24 bodies have. nor 


been returned for burial to 
the families. 

"This is a form of collective 
punishment that not only 
afTects the bodies of people 
in question, bur their families 
as well," said Eitan Felner, 
Berselem's director. 

In response, the Israeli 
army said rhat the issue of 
returning the bodies is under 
review. 

Arabs killed in attacks 
against Israeli soldiers or 
civilians are buried in ceme- 


teries for "enemy soldiers,” 
administered by the army and 
the bodies often become bar- 
gaining chips. 

Israel has conducted sever- 
al body and prisoner 
exchanges with Syria, Jordan 
and Egypt, and most recently 
with the Lebanese guerrilla 
group Hizbollah. 

In May, Israel exchanged 60 
Lebanese prisoners and 40 
bodies of Hizbollah members, 
for the remains of an Israeli 
soldier. 


TRIAL OF 1 
SUSPECT 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — The trial 
of the suspected assassin of 
Nairn Khader, who headed the 
Brussels branch of the 
Palestine Liberation 

Organization, opened here 
Monday,, Belgian court 
sources said. 

Hesham .Rajeh, an Iraqi 
Palestinian, is suspected of 
committing the murder in 
June 1981 in front of Khader’s 


981 ANTI-PLO MURDER 
OPENS IN BRUSSELS 


Brussels home. Rajeh was 20 
years old at the time. 

• While Rajeh admits having 
belonged to an Iraq-based 
terrorist group of Palestinian 


dissidents called Al Asifa, he 
denies involvement in 
Khatler's murder. 

The trial is taking place 18 
years after the crime because 
Rajeh spent 13 years, from 
1982 to 1995, serving a 
prison term in Austria for the 
May 1981 murder of a munic- 
ipal councilor in Vienna. 

He had been sentenced to 
life in p risoa f pr that xd pie. as 
well as an. attack in August 
1981 against a Viennese syna- 
gogue that killed two people. 

It was the murder of coun- 
cilman Heinrich Nittel, presi- 


dent of the Israeli-Palestinian 
friendship committee in 
Vienna, that put police on 
Rajah's trail as the two'erimes 
were similar. 

Both Khader and Nitrel 
were considered moderates 
in the Israeli-Palestinian con- 
flict. Some experts examining 
bullet fragments in the two 
shootings concluded the 
same weapo n . had JUIle d both 
men, but other experts dis- 
agreed. 

Austrian authorities extra- 
dited Hesham Rajeh to 
Belgium on March 22. 1995. 
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Palestinian mothers hold portrait of their sons held in Israeli jail, 
ing a protest sit in, held at the International Red Cross olliccs in Gt - 
Cily yesterday . Some 100 protesters demanded the release of oil 
Palestinian prisoners held in Israeli |ails, according lo the peo.e oq.ee 
ments signed between Palestinian Authority and Israel. 


PALESTINIAN NATIONAL AUTHORITY 
REGRETS DETAINING JOURNALISTS 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — 
The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) apologized on 
Monday for the detention last 
week of journalists covering 
riors in the Gaza Strip. 

Police held six journalists, 
three of "them 'from ReiuersiTor 
three hours in the southern 
Gazan town of Rafali last 
Thursday and confiscated their 
film material. 


Mohammad Suleiman, direc- 
tor general of the Palestinian 
information ministry, said the 
detentions reflected police 
inexperience in dealing with 
the media “in an emergency sit- 
uation" and expressed deep 
’"regret." 

“We also would like to apolo- 
gize to you and through you lo 
Reuters news agency for the 
detention of three of irs stall'," 


Suleiman wrote In a ieltti t v 
the Foreign Press Assodaiica 
which had lodged a fml 
protest. 

Journalists working in Can 
and Palestinian-ruled areud 
rile West Bank have frequerA 
boon harassed or detained ir, 
police, often when coverin; 
demonstrations or for iheii 
reporting of the Islamic nppo* 


Palestinian President Yasser Arafat meets Finnish 
President Martti Alitisaari at the Presidential 
Palace on Monday in Helsinki. Arafat declined 
to say whether he will declare an independent 
Palestinian state on May 4 as he has earlier 
indicated. 


ISRAELI POLICE WANT TO QUESTION 
NETANYAHU IN SHARON BRIBE PROBf 

Netanyahu's office said Iasi 
month that it was the price 
minister who suggested tha 
Ben-Gal participate in it 
Russia trip. 

This apparently contradictf! 
orher versions obtained t) 
police and is the reason fa 
investigators wanting to ques- 
tion Netanyahu. 

Netanyahu was already ques- 
tioned by police in 1997 ow 
alleged fraud and breach o 
trust surrounding the short- 
lived nomination of a pohtial 
crony, Roni Bai^On, as atton*r 
general. 

Police recommended 
Netanyahu be indicted # 
time, but this was n|M«* 
the attorney. general. . 

Sharon has long dahiwl 10 

be the victim of-**#* 
campaign by the media ovfl 
..lALal'rmC tVl 1982.** 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli police 
want to question Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
in an investigation into 
whether Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon bribed a witness in a 
court case, officials said 
Monday.' 

It would be the second time 
Netanyahu is interrogated by 
police in a criminal investiga- 
tion since lie came to office in 
mid-1996. 

Police obtained permission 
from. the state attorney’s office 
to question Netanyahu as part 
of their investigation into alle- 
gations that Sharon tampered 
with a witness In a 1997 libel 
suit he filed against the 
Ha'aretz newspaper, a police 
spokesman said, 

No final decision has yet 
been taken on when Netanyahu 
will be interrogated, the 
spokesman said. 

The investigation centers on 
allegations that Sharon granted 
favors to a general-turned-busi- 
nessman, Avigdor Ben-Gal, to 
change his testimony in a libel 
case filed by the minister 
against the Israeli newspaper 
Ha’aretz. 

Ha'aretz had reported that 
Sharon, as defense minister in 


1982, led Israel into a full-scale 
war in Lebanon while telling 
then Prime Minister Mennchcni 
Begin it would he only ,i limited 
incursion to halt attacks by 
Palestinian guerrillas. 

Ben-Gal. who headed the 
army's northern command dur- 
ing the invasion, was called to 
testify for Ha'aretz in the 1 997 
trial after he said publicly that 
Sharon had secretly plotted n 
much deeper thrust into 
Lebanon than approved by 
Begin. 

But Ben-Gal retracted that 
statement during the irinl, 
which Sharon lost. 

The current investigation 
centers on charges that Sharon 
bought Ben-Gal's change of tes- 
timony by inviting him two 
weeks before the trial on a trip 
to Russia that ofFered lucrative 
business opportunities to the 
former general. 

In his court testimony, Ben- 
Gal had claimed that he never 
discussed the case with Sharon 
and had not even seen the min- 
ister in more than a year. 

Both Ben-Gal and Sharon 
have been questioned by police 
over the past two months 
about the case. 

In a bid to support Sharon, 


role 

sion of.Lebanon. .. 

, He was" forced to 
defense minister in 1 9^3? ■ 

■stare 3n^***tS 

“indirectly- responsible 

massacre of 

Palestinian? lli 


NETANYAHU VOWS TO EXPAND 
JEWISH SETTLEMENT 


HAALEEFRAIM (R) —Defying 
lbe Un it e <l States. Israeli 
prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu pledged on 
Monday io strengthen Jewish 
jetdement in the West Bank. 
Three days after US Middle 
Eat envoy Dennis Ross called 
Ufjefl. settlement "very 
fctwrtive to the pursuit of 
p^ace.- Netanyahu toured the 
joidln-Vhlley. territory occu- 
pied in the 1967 Middle East 
it, and vowed Israel would 
soy (he re forever. 

■What is happening here is 
big building, big develop- 
ment. Wfc want it to be big- 
pr,’ Netanyahu said. 

■Without the Jordan Valley, 
without this protective wall, 
m cannot protect the state 
oflsratl and therefore we will 
remain here forever,” he 
added. 

Campaigning for votes two 
months ahead of Israel's May 
17 general election, 
Netanyahu mingled with resi- 
dents. helped inaugurate a 
#tw stretch of highway, 
paused for a glance at the 
Jordan River and laid a cor- 
nerstone at a new college. 

In a telephone interview 
v.iih Reuters on Friday. Ross 


activity as veiy destructive to 
the pursuit of peace precisely 
because it predetermines anil 
prejudges what ought to be 
negotiated.” 

Asked about Ross's com- 
ments. Netanyahu said settle- 
ments were “absolutely not” 
destructive to the peace 
process. 

Ross's words appeared to 
be a hardening of US policy 
on Israeli settlement, which 
Washington has described in 
the past as an obstacle to 
peace. 

Around 1 60.000 Jewish set- 
tlers live in roughly 150 set- 
tlements throughout the 
West Bank and Gaza. 
Palestinians consider settle- 
ment growth a violation of 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 
deals. 

Netanyahu promised to 
turn Maale Efraim. a hilltop 
settlement of 1.700. into an 
“anchor city’’ that would pro- 
vide services for the Jordan 
Valley region. 

"We will add more neigh- 
borhoods. We want Maale 
Efraim to be large." 
Netanyahu said at a prome- 
nade overlooking the fertile 
valley along the border with 



aid: “We see settlement Jordan. 


Net^hu bodyguards, during .He inaugura.ion of a bridge over 

drought. 


NETANYAHU THREATEHS HARSH RESPOHSE 
IF PALESTINIANS DECLARE STATE 


KB SHEMESH, Israel (AP) — Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu warned 
today that Israel will respond “very 
forcefully" if the Palestinians declare a 
«aie in May. 

■n a campaign speech before high 
K * Mo1 students in this working class town 
20 kilometers west of Jerusalem, 
■kianyahu repeated a warning he said lie 
made Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat. 

If you violate the agreement and uni- 


laterally declare a Palestinian state with 
Jerusalem as Its capital, know that on May 
5. we will respond very forcefully," 
Netanyahu said. "It won't be good for the 
Palestinians, and it won't be good for 
peace." 

Netanyahu did not elaborate on what 
steps he would take bur in the past has 
threatened tp annex chunks of the West 
Bank if Arafat makes good on a promise to 
declare Palestinian Independence on May- 
4, the end of the five-year negotiating 


period outlined in Israeli-Palestinian peace 
accords. 

Netanyahu aide David Bar-lllan said that 
annexation was one "of several options 
being considered. 

The secretary to the Palestinian cabinet 
described Netanyahu’s statement as “very 
dangerous." 

"It proves to the world who is placing 
obstacles in the path of peace and who is 
violating agreements and international 
resolutions," said Ahmad Abdul Rahninn. 


LAWYER: PARIS SUSPECTS 
ISRAEL OP KILLING PLO MAH 

— A lawyer said on Monday that 
suspected aaefirs n f Mnswd 


IRAN CONDEMNS ISRAELI 
CLAIM OF SOVEREIGNTY 
OVER JERUSALEM 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran strongly condemned Sunday Israel's reasser- 
tion of its eternal sovereignty over Jerusalem and its refusal to 
make any concessions over the eastern part of the city. 

The Organization of the Islamic Conference is concerned about 
“the expansionist Zionist practices in Jerusalem, Iranian foreign 
ministry spokesman Hamid Reza Asefi said, quoted by the official 
IRNA news agency. 

Iran is the current president of the OIC. 

Asefi criticized the indecisiveness of the international commu- 
nity towards Israel. .... 

"The [Israeli] regime has become so brazen as to ridicule inter- 
national norms, codes and practices," he said. . . ^ 

He called on the world community and Islamic countries to 
"seriously counter such measures." . , ' 


. “spected agefits of Israel's Mossad 
“r%nce agency had killed the Palestine 
Organization’s (PLO) security chief 
^nearly seven years ago. 

Gibault. lawyer for the widow of 
«dso, told reporters French justice offl- 
‘ and police were convinced that Mossad 
responsible for the Umis-based 
' 5 Noting outside a Paris hotel In 

li shoolin 8 t0 °k place at a dme when 
B and Palestinians were conducting 
Warfare In foreign capitals and a year 


before Palestinian President ftsser Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin agreed on 
a land-for-pcace deal. . 

Gibault said he based his belief op a meet- 
ing he and Bseiso’s widow had last week in 
Paris with aiiti-tefmrist magistrate Jean-Lpuls 

Bn “fbdieve and hope |French] justice will now 
unveil who the guilty were." Gibault told 

Reuters; ' *. 

Neither Bruguiere’s office por police were 
immediately available for comment. No one 
has ever beep charged in the case. , * - 

Israeli officials at the time denied Involve 


ment but then-military 1 intelligence chief 
General Uri Saguy made dear he was not sorry 
Bselso was dead. 

He alleged Bseiso had been a member of the ■ 
Black September movement which killed 11 
Israeli athletes dt the Munich Olympic Carnes 
iii 1972 and carped , put other attacks on' 
Israelis. • 

Palestinian delegate-general to France Leila 
Shahid. 8 dvii plaintiff in the Bselso case, 

. declined comment on the lawyer's statements. 

French newspapers said In '1992 that police 
believed Palestinian activist Abu . Nldal vas 
responsible fofthe killing. 1 


NETANYAHU TO 
VISIT RUSSIA, 
UKRAINE, GEORGIA 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu will 
make a brief visit to Russia, the Ukraine and GeoTgia next week, 
his office said Monday; 

An itinerary for the March 21-22 trip was not released but offi- 
cial? have said weapons technology to Iran will be on the agenda 
during talks with officials. v- 1:.. 1 ■ V 

Israel's illations with Russia have been stralned.by reports that 
Russia is supplying nuclear weapons technoiogy to Iran. 

i Russia has denied that it Isprovldtng such technology. 








MARCH 


AFGHAN PEACE PROSPECTS 
GREETED WITH HOPE AND 
SKEPTICISM 

KABUL (AFP) — A breakthrough in peace talks between the 
Islamic Tall ban militia and its rivals was Monday greeted with 
hope and skepticism as analysts warned the two sides still faced 
an up-hill task to agree a power-sharing formula for 
Afghanistan. 

The accord, which holds out a tentative promise of peace 
after two decades of war in Afghanistan, came even though few 
observers had anticipated progress at the UN-sponsored talks 
in the Turkmen capital of Ashgabad. Although the Taliban and 
the northern opposition alliance Sunday agreed to a coalition 
government, legislature and judiciary, details about participa- 
tion by Afghanistan's ethnic minorities remain scant. 

"There have been agreements before but they Fell apart. If 
negotiators go back and the agreement is endorsed by both 
sides then there's good reason to hope," one western observer, 
who declined to be named, said. 

"This could be a major turning point and no-one thought it 
was possible but then again in Afghanistan this is often rhe 
case, least likely scenarios often rise to the fore," he said. 

The two sides also agreed to a prisoner exchange and to 
meet again inside Afghanistan in about two weeks. But leaders 
from the war-torn country’s moderate political factions feared 
the talks could falter once the Tour ethnic groups 
within the alliance began pushing for separate autonomous 
regions in the north. And analysts pointed out the agreement 
rolls a long way short of a ceasefire. Commander Sardar Zikria, 
spokesman for the moderate United National Islamic Liberation 
Front said the mainly-PasImin Taliban would never accept a divi- 
sion of Afghanistan inro autonomous zones along ethnic lines. 
The northern alliance consists mainly of ethnic Tajiks, Uzbeks 
and Hirkmen whose' tribal lands share narural borders with 
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan. A fourth ethnic group, 
the Hazaras, are Shiite Moslem, following 
the same branch of Islam as Afghanistan's huge western 
neighbor Iran. An Afghan politician. Mangal Hussain, a former 
key figure in ex-premier Gulbuddin Hekinatyar's party Hezb-i- 
lslami, said be saw "a message of hope" in the accord. 

The Pakistan-based politician predicted Tireworks" however 
when. the talks resume, saying he believed the Taliban would 
find it difficult to concede government roles to many opposi- 
tion figures. "The 'holy people' will hurt their standing in the 
eyes of Afghan people if they include men like former president 
Burhanuddin Rabbani. commander Ahmad Shah Masood and 
infamous Uzbek commanders such as Abdul Malik and Abdul 
Rashid Dostam," he said. Another Pakistan -based Afghan figure, 
Mohammad faqub Sharafat, said the news was received with 
reliefand joy 1 at Afghan refugee camps In northwest Pakistan. 

"It is too early to predict what the future has in store, a host of 
highly intricate issues remain to be tackled and resolved," 
Sharafat said. 

Northern alliance negotiator Mohammad Younis Qanooni 
said the alliance was pushing for power sharing along ethnic 
lines as opposed to political lines, "in order to have a united 
country". 

The militia controls about 80 percent or Afghanistan, leaving 
tile opposition squeezed into the north but fortified by the 
mountains or the Hindu Kush. “This agreement could be a vic- 
tory for common sense," local observer, Abdul Hamad said. 
‘There is a lot of economic pressure on all sides to try and 
resolve the conflict," 

Zikria said the most logical solution to power sharing would 
be die re-establishment of the Loya Jitga, a supreme body Incor- 
porating tribal, city and provincial leaders, and the religious 
leaders. 

Ousted king Zalter Shah, who was toppied by a coup in 1973, 
still iives in Rome and has substantial popular support in 
Afghanistan. However, all analysts stressed the monarch was 
not planning an imminent return. 

Independent sources said low-level lighting had been con- 
stant In Bamiyan during the talks as the Taliban and Masood 
reinforced frontlines around Kabul in anticipation of a spring 
offensive. 


PRESSURE MOUNTS ON 
AS KOSOVARS EMBRACE 


PARIS (AFP) — Ethnic Albanians agreed 
Monday to sign the Rambouillet accord to 
end the war in Kosovo, jacking iip the pres- 
sure on Belgrade to do likewise and accept 
NATO troops on Yugoslav soil. 

"The Kosovo Albanian delegation has 
decided unanimously to say yes," said 
Hashim Thaci, chairman of rhe ethnic 
Albanian side at peace talks that resumed 
Monday in the French capital. 

Asked when Ills team would sign the 
accord, Thaci replied through a translator: 
"We hope this will be done tomorrow." Bur 
Serbian President Milan Milutinovic played 
down Thari’s announcement, saying: “There 
must be two parties to sign, and a unilateral 
signing does not mean anything." "We are 
still working on a political agreement." he 
added. 

Tlie accord in question, hammered our at 
intensive negotiations ar Rambouillet 
chateau last month, is an 82-page document 
that would grant self-rule to Kosovo's 90 per- 
cent ethnic Albanian majority. 

But Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic 
is dead set against a key part of the peace 
plan, the deployment of 26,000 NATO-led 
troops to keep order in the Serbian province. 

“The most important thing is that 
Milosevic and rhe Serbs must sign." said US 
President Bill Clinton after the Kosovo 


Albanians made their announcement. 

"If he shows intransigence and aggression 
... we would have very little option" Clinton 
said in Washington, referring to NATO air 
strikes on Serbian targets. 

In Kosovo itself, fighting raged Monday on 
the doorstep of the provincial capital 
Pristina. Tanks and heavy machine guns fired 
on rebel positions near Lehanc village, just 
five kilometers north of Pristina, said spokes- 
woman Beatrice Lacostc or the OSCI; obseiv- 
er mission. 

Sounds of large-caliber gunfire cmild lie 
heard in the city center. 

One OSCE observer told journalists that 
the Kosovo Liberation Army (NLA) had fired 
at mid-day on a Yugoslav army vehicle, 
wounding a colonel and provoking a fire- 
fight. 

Yugoslav troops also pounded KI.A posi- 
tions near the town of Vucitrn. forcing vil- 
lagers to flee ns peace talks resumed in Paris, 
the OSCE reported. 

With armored vehicles and heavy machine 
guns, tlie soldiers targeted Ki.A-held villages 
in a zone west of Vucitrn, abuut 40 kilome- 
ters northwest of Pristina, it said. 

Roads leading to the rebel-held village or 
Osljane were mined, after several houses 
were set on fire by shelling on Sunday, said 
Ull Russ, another OSCE spokesman. 
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peace deal 

Kosovska Mitrovica, 1„ one of 
weekends since rK ° 


way. 

Sorbs and Kosovars 
the bombings. 

Diplomatic sources in Paris said 4, u, 
were mainly opposed to chaps, aT 
wit It NATO deployment and the imjitiKn 
‘I"" n *-' ° r tlK Organisation fbtSkuiM 
Cooperation in Europe |0SCE). 

Thc-y were also rejecting a section da 
would end Belgrade's domination of 
much-distrusted Serbian police. heUre^v 
sihte for village massacres and other 
lies in the year-old conflict. 

hianinl word that the Kosovo 
would sign the accord was madeinalma 
lluii Thaci, one of tlie political leadenoffr 
Kl A sent to the talks' co-diairmcit m 
Foreign Secretary Robin Cook and Rad 
Foreign Minister Hubert \fcdrine. 

Arriving in mid-afternoon at the nfc 
venue, the Klever conference center nuifr 
Arc de Triomphe, Cook told reporters TTv 
Albanian side has shown real courage in no- 
vinti i ig their people." “We need notvfo 
Serbs to show the same courage.' he «c 
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CATHOLIC LAWYER KILLED IN CAR 
BOMB ATTACK 


LURGAN, London (AFP) — A prominent 
Catholic lawyer working for tlie Irish 
Republican movement died in hospital after 
a car bomb attack here, a spokeswoman for 
Craigavon area hospital said on Monday. 

Nelson, in her forties with two children 
aged eight and 13, died in hospital shortly 
after an explosion ripped through her car as 
she left home at around 1300 GMT. 

Nelson has represented the nationalist 
Garvaghy Road residents coalition in a long- 
running protest against Protestant Orange 
Order marches In nearby Rortadown. She 
was quoted In a Belfast newspaper on 
Monday as saying that community relations 
in Rortadown were in ratters after years of 
violent protests at Protestant marches 
through a minority Catholic area. 

Hie lawyer was quoted as saying that 
Protestant marchers should have been prose- 
cuted for defying a legal order to vacate the 
area. “Tlie law has been flouted openly" 


Nelson told tlie Irish Nows, a Nationalist 
newspaper. 

Police said there had been no warning of a 
bomb atrack. Sinn Fein, the political wing of 
the Irish Republican Army (IRA) paramili- 
taries, immediately blamed . Protestant 
Loyalist bombers for the attack. 

Meanwhile, key players In the Northern 
Ireland peace talks were set Monday to con- 
verge on Washington for the annual Saint 
Patrick's Day celebrations, despite little hope 
of a breakthrough on disarmament. 

David Trimble, the Unionist first minister 
of the province and Gerry Adams, leader of 
the IRAs political wing Sinn Fein, are already 
on tour in the United States. British Secretary 
of State for Northern Ireland Mo Mowlam 
was due on Monday to arrive In Washington, 
where she would join the Irish Prime 
Minister Bertie Ahem. All parties will get 
together at a White House reception 
Wednesday to celebrate Ireland’s patron 
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HOME TO WORLD'S FIVE 
MOST EXPENSIVE CITIES 


pvaiAFPI — Tlie world's five most which are compiled every six months. 
JjSdfe are in Asia according to a William Mercer said. 

“w 0 f more t | la i, 150 cities issued Tlie previous spring 1998 survey put 
Sy S lobal consul,il ’ 8 lir "' willii " n Hl, "S K ""8 Hi* P lare followed by Tokyo. 


' Most expensive are Tokyo, Hong Kong 
ad Betting, followed by Osaka anti 
Shanghai. 

m sixth place is Moscow, despite Russia s 
(SMm k difficulties and the plunge or the 
table, whila the P° ul ' d ’ s suength lias pro- 
peged London up two places to eighth 
m st expensive since a previous similar 
survey. 

The latest study, compiled in autumn 
l»8, ranked the cost of living of cities 
lased on a basket of goods and services 
aiduding housing, food, clothing, trans- 
portation and entertainment. 

Currency fluctuations and economic tur- 
moil in many oF the countries examined 
hid influenced changes in rhe rankings, 


Both cities are in the grip uf their most seri- 
ous recession for decades. 

Chinese cities have become more expen- 
sive, despite Chinn's negative inflation rate, 
the consultancy said. 

In ecuiiomically-tmubled South East 
Asia, Jakarta, Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur and 
Manila were all judged slightly more expen- 
sive than six months before. 

The gap between the most expensive 
and cheapest cities widened, with Tokyo 
663 percent dearer than Zimbabwe's capi- 
tal Harare, which was in last place. 

Geneva and Zurich edged forward to 
1 1 tli and 12th positions because of the 
strong Swiss franc. 

But most European cities were cheaper 
than New York, which ranks 16th, thanks to 


the strength of the dollar relative to 
European currencies. 

However, New York aside, US cities are 
still a bargain for industry and government 
employers. 

Chicago has fallen to 50th place, fol- 
lowed by Miami 151st), San Francisco 

(52nd), Los Angeles (54th) and Honolulu 
155th). 

The following is a ranking of the 20 most 
expensive cities, according to the survey. 
Rank City 

1 Tokyo 1 1 

2 Hong Kong 12 

3 Beijing 13 
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SANTER TO MAKE WRITTEN 
STATEMENT ON FRAUD 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — European 
Commission President Jacques 
Saner was to issue a written 
natement on a report on the 
EU executive's handling of 
alleged corruption in its ranks, 
his spokeswoman said Monday. 
Santer was due to issue tlie 
statement shortly after lie 
receives the report from a 
panel of independent experts 
appointed by the European 
Parliament. 

Santer said last week that he 
mbH expect any commission- 


er whose conduct was called 
inro quest inn by the report to 
resign. 

Leading figures in the parlia- 
ment nil Monday warned 
Santer that lie would face rhe 
sack himself if he fails t«> take 
decisive action over llic 
report's contents. 

Tlie report assesses whether 
any of die 20 commissioners 
can be held responsible for 
cases of fraud, nepotism or 
financial mismanagement in 
their departments. 


saint. 

While gestures carry particular sljp 
ennet? in the tortuous quest for 0 
Northern Ireland, officials expect little 
movement on the thorny question of 
m ining the Irish Republican Army's 
taries. "Wc do not expect any great 
ment, blit it's a useful opporwnfy. 
Prime Minister Tony Blairs 0“® 
spokesman. 

Trimble has refused to set up : 
body for Northern M 

Ireland until the Irish Republican m 
agrees to hand over some ^P 0115 ' 

The Unionist leader has PH blid . yS ®^ 
skepticism to the chance 
being made at the Saint, P ^^ Ti 
shindig. Advocates of peace * n 
Ireland hope that the deadlock . ^ 

after marathon talks called > 

Belfast. 

" f /Vi;. 



German Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer (R) and 
Jatqucj Santer, President of the European 
Commission, during a press conference in Elfville. 


TURKISH, UZBEK PRESIDENTS 
U1SCUSS FUNDAMENTALISM 

*WNT (AP) - Turkey’s 
2™™t Suleyman Demirel 
pwjjd to hold talks on combat- 
' K extrem ' sm with his 
jr* counterpart and sign sev- 
, cooperation agreements 
* .meeting Monday. 

J®*hstan, a former Soviet 
gwic in Central Asia, is largely 
iT" 1 ?: However, President 
Karimov has been at odds 
J™ fundamentalist Islamic 
he says are trying to. 

“genuine the government. 
dT 1 ™ 7 accused Islamic fim- 
JS** of staging ■ series: 

JJ bombings that killed 13 
jlWn Uzbekistan last month) 
the attack was aimed 


against him. Demirel and 
Karimov were also expected to 
discuss bilateral economic coop- 
eration and sign several agree- 
ments on expanding trade ties. 

TVadc turnover between’ 
Hirkey and Uzbekistan reached 
$400 million last year, the 
Interfax news agency reported, 
citing tlie Uzbek Ministry for 
Foreign Economic Affairs- 
Demirel was also expected to 
meet with the speaker of Uzbek 
parliament Erkin. Khalllov and 
other officials Monday, and visit 
the. city of Samarkand for the 
opening ceremony of a joint 
automotive plant on mesday p the 
second day of his (our. 


AIR FRANCE LAUNCHES CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST CHILD PROSTITUTION 

PARIS lAP) — Air France on Monday launched a campaign to 
combat child prostitution, using videos on long distance nights to 
remind travelers that sex with children is a crime, no matter where 
it takes place. 

With slogans including “child prostitution is not a holiday sou- 
venir" ami “a child is not .i local curiosity," rhe Air France videos 
are targeting the growing number of “occasional sex tourists. Air 
France spokesman Francois Brousse told ;i news conference. 

The airline said ir is trying to reach people who. though not 
planning trips specifically to find child prostitutes, might be 
tempted once at their destination. "The objective is not to con- 
sider our passengers as sex tourists, but to inform and to prevent. 
Ilrmisse said. 

Ihe video messages also warn that "every person guilty ol sex- 
ual relations with a child will be taken to court either in the coun- 
try where the crime was committed, nr in his country of m ight. 
In France, those convicted of the crime lace up to 10 years in 
prison and fines of one million francs (S169 million). 

Air France designed the campaign in cooperation with the 
ECPAT association, a Bangkok-based international group that 
fights the sexual and commercial exploitation of children 


BOMBING IN TURKEY 
INJURES ONE 

ANKARA (AP) — A bomb exploded Monday in front oF a European I 
Union office, injuring one woman in the leg. NTV television said. 

Tlie report did not identify the victim. It said the EU office closed for j 

tire day after tlie bombing. 

There was no claim of responsibility. 

The bombing was rhe latest in a string of attacks since the Feb. 1 5 
capture of Kutdish rebel leader Abdullah Ocalan. Tlie rebels 
Monday threatened to start attacking tourists . 


pneiol attitudes In South Afrittt 
ri^llnina. Mandela tells Finns 

HELSINKI — Racial attitudes in South Africa seemed to be a 
tiling of the past. South African President Nelson Mandela said 
on Monday in Helsinki. 

Speaking at a press conference after a meeting with Finnish 
President Martti Ahtisaari. Mandela said South Africa now had 
its first generation without racial attitudes. 

Tlie 80-year old Mandela, who is in Finland as part of a trip to 
thank Scandinavians for their support during the apartheid era, 
said that with the decline of racial attitudes, South Africa s 
future had never seemed so good. 

Mandela wns due to travel to Denmark on Monday afternoon 
— Deutsche Prcsse Agcntur. 

Ir.pc.nesc premier looks ta 
new cm in Rus sia relations 

TOKYO — Japanese Premier Keizo Oburhi said Monday rela- 
tions with Russia can move to a new stage if only they can 
their deadline to sign a peace treaty, by 2000. the foreign 

istry said here. 

Tlie premier was speaking to visiting First Deputy Prune 
Minister Yuri Maslyukov, who was here trying to drum up 
Japanese investment in Siberia and oilier lar eastern areas. 

If Russia and Japan can sign the peace treaty, "relations 
between the two countries can move to a comprehensive coop 
emtivc relationship which will be entirely different ill quality, 
Obuclii said. . . , „ . 

The premier said he would aim to strengthen ties with Russi. 1 
when ailing President Boris Yeltsin visits Japan, according to a 
foreign ministry statement. ... 

Yeltsin has been invited to Japan around April but die trip has 
yet to he confirmed — Agence France Prcsse. 

Separatist violence i " Kashmir kills 16 



SRINAGAR — Separatist-linked violence in the northern hulk 
state uf Kashmir has left 16 people dead, police said Monday- 
Two Indian army soldiers were killed late Sunday in -i hen 
gun battle with Muslim militants in the forests ol khirani. i 
kilometers south of the Kashmiri capital, Srinagar. 

Five militnnis and three civilians were also killed in the cl.isl 
_ police spokesman said, adding .limy reinforcements had been 
rushed to the area ro search for other suspected militant hidc- 

Meanwhile, three police officers were killed when militants 
launched a surprise attack late Sunday on a police barrad 
the outskirts of Srinagar. 

Two officers were critically injured in the assault. 

In separate clashes elsewhere ill Kashmir, security personnel 
gunned down three militants — Agencc France Prcsse. 

Malawi President separates 
from his wife 

BLANTYRE — Malawian President Bakili Muluzi announced 
Monday that he has decided to separate from his wife of 30 | 
years. 

A brief statement issued by the president s office gave no rea- 
son for the separation from Anne Muluzi. 

The first lady was reportedly unhappy that the president was 
spending more time with his second wife, who lives In the for- 
mer colonial capital of Zomba. _ . 

A spokesman for Muluzi's office said that as a Moslem Muluzi 
was entitled to more than one wife. 

The couple has two children, a son currently studying in 
Britain and n daughter studying in the United States — j 
Deutsche Presse Agent Ur. 

German M etro goes to Bulgaria 

COLOGNE — Metro, the biggest German retail group, said on 
Monday that it would open two cash and carry stores in Bulgaria 

Metro said It had invested about 53 million mpiki l$30 ThiJ-’ 
llon) In the two stores, one in Sofia and one in Plovdiv, which 
would open ori Thursday A further six stores would be opened 
in Bulgaria by 2001 , the German group said in a statement. 

: Metro operates stores in some 19 European countries, as well, 
as in Marocco and in China. Global sales totalled S51 billion last 
year ^-Agence France Presse. 
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COMM. BANK OF DUBAI 
> NAT. BANK OF SHARJAH 15 50 
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NAT. BANK OF RASALKHAIMAH 30 

'■ NAT. BANK OF OMM AL QUMAIN 290 

'r. ABU DHABI COMM. BANK 595 

INVEST BANK 35 

. . NAT. BANK OF FUJAIRAH 300 

: NAT. BANK OF ABUDHABI TOO 

’■ DUBAI ISLAMIC BANK 20 

NAT. BANK OF DUBAI 380 

BANK OF SHARJAH 39 
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Syria gets E U assistance 
?n l 1 nw m-otects 

DAMASCUS — The European Union is to sign a cooperation 
agreement with Syria soon on projects worth around 40 million 
dollars, a visiting European MP said on Monday. 

The projects cover telecommunications, forestry, tourism, 
water and modernisation of municipal administrations, said 
Austrian Hannes Swoboda wlio is heading a European parlia- 
mentary delegation visit. 

Swoboda said another funding for another three projects ror 
electricity, a business schdol and support for the finance min- 
istry together worth around 39 million dollars was also in tile 
pipeline. . . . _ , 

The delegation's visit comes ahead of negotiations in Brus -^ 
this week on. a Syria-EU association agreement, which 
Swoboda said meant working with Syria on economic reforms 

and stranger economic ties with Europe. . 

“We are very keen on the need to avoid social problems linked 
with economic modernisation " Swoboda said. "On the other 
hand, economic reforms arc much needed to enable Syria to 
compete in today’s global economy. 

The four-member delegation had talks on the partnership 
agreement with Vice President Abdel Halim Khaddaiil on 
Monday and also discussed Israeli policy “blocking the peace 
process," the official SANA news agency said. 

Tile Euro MPs, who earlier met Foreign Minister l aruq al-Shnra. 
are due ill Lebanon later Monday — Agcncc France Pressc. 


WOLFSBURG — Volkswagen has denied reports dial it plans to 
launch an economy version of the New Beetle. There are no 
plans for a version with “dramatically stripped-down features 
and a correspondingly low price,” says VW at its head office in 
Wolfsburg. Germany. 

Volkswagen is, however, working on a more powerfully- 
engined version of the New Beetle, which is made in Mesicn It 
could, fur instance, be fitted out with a 1 10-kilowatt. 15U-hp 
five-cylinder engine. VW exhibited a cuncept model along 

these lines at Last autumn's Paris car show. 

In recent weeks there have been reports that the New Beetle 
was not selling well, certainly nut in its “native" Germany. 
Boyers are said to be staying away in droves because of the 
price. The lowest-cost New Beetle costs |y.650 dollars in 
Germany — Deutsche press Agcnrur. 

Innaness fh " 1-8 Prices. 

TOKYO —Japanese stocks slipped early Monday [blluwmg tliL 
release of gloomy data about the nation's economy. Tile U.S. 
dollar fell against the yen. 

The benchmark 225-issue Nikkei Stock Average shed 15.27 
points, or 0.10 percent, to 15,473.59 points in die first 30 min- 
utes of trading. On Friday, the average closed down 13.28 
points, or 0.09 percent. 

The dollar bought 1 19.02 yen in early trading, down 1.02 yen 
from late Friday In Tokyo but above its late New York level or 
118.78 yen on Friday. 

in other currencies, the euro was traded at 129.94 yen, down 

from 131.35 yen late Friday in Tokyo. 

On the stock market, share prices started lower after the gov- 
ernment released data Friday showing chat Japan's economy 
shrank 0.B percent in the Octobei-December quarter of 1998, 

The^numbers were worse titan economists had predicted and 
marked the fifth straight quarter - die first time ever - that 
Japan's gross domestic product had contracted. 

The broader Tokyo Stock Price Index of all Issues listed on the 
first section fell 2.54 points, or 0.21 percent. CQ 1.193.07 
points. The TOPIX closed down 0.57 points, or 0.05 pereent, 

On- the foreign exchange market, the dollar remained under 
selling' pressure against the yen after the Japanese currehey 
moved higher against the euro on Friday, analysts MM. . 

The yen had risen against the euro amid speculation that the 

European economy may. slow down. 

Meanwhile, the yield on the benchmark No. 203 10-year 
| Japanese government bond was unquoted in eariy trading. On ; 

Friday, It settled at 1 .715 percent and its price stood at 100.67 
1 y e ri _ Associated Press.- 
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AMBIT I 6 I IS JORDAN -EGYPT 
ELECTRI CAL PROJECT BEGINS TODAY 


ECUADOR'S SHOCK! 

CAUSE FURTHER CHAOS 


USS I A SEEKS 

If bail-out 


HEATHROW DELAYS 
NEW TERMINAL 
OPENING 






A Jordan-Egypt summit will 
take place today in Aqaba 
and Taba with the atten- 
dance of His Majesty King 
Abdullah and Egypt's President 
Husni Mubarak at the inaugura- 
tion of the electrical power 
system interconnections 
between the two countries. 

According to the official doc- 
ument issued by National. 
Electrical Power Company 
(NEPCO), this system intercon- 
nection is one of the most 
effective ways to reinforce eco- 
nomic and social relationships 
among pan-Arab countries. 

Interconnection allows for 
cost reduction and increased 
reliability, principally due tq the 
sharing of reserve margins 
between the systems, accom- 
modating load diversity and dif- 
ferences in type and cost of fuel 
used in energy production. 

NEPCO continues “Jordan 
and Egypt are uniquely blessed 
by their geographical locations 
in tiie center of die Arab world. 
Tills allows the two countries 
to take the lead in developing 
the heart of a regional electrical 
power system" The Jordan- 
Egypt interconnection is 
achieved by joining the 
Jordanian electrical network at 
Aqaba substation with the 
Egyptian electrical network at 
Ihba substation to enable 


power to be exchanged 
between the two countries in 
both directions This intercon- 
nection constitutes the main 
link in the future electrical 
power system interconnection 
between Egypt. Iraq, Jordan, 
Syria, Tlirkey and Lebanon "as 
well as being the major tie for a 
pan-Arab interconnection and 
future links between Europe 
and Africa." according to 
NEPCO. 

The capital cost of the pro- 
ject is S229 million of which 
$80 million Is for the Jordanian 
portion and the remaining $149 
million is for the Egyptian por- 
tion. The total cost was 
financed by the Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social 


Development (AFESD) which 
fully supports the interconnec- 
tion to create an integrated 
pan-Arab electrical system. 

NEPCO further states the 
Jordan network (400 kV) is con- 
nected through Aqaba's two 
transformers, and two circuits' 
to Amman together with a 
transmission line from the 
Aqaba substation to the subma- 
rine cable terminal station. 

Cables cross the gulf at a 
depth of up to 850 meters. 
They have been designed to 
permit their use under alternat- 
ing current or direct current. 
Ttoo fiber optic cables arc 
installed along side the subma- 
rine power cable for communi- 
cation and control of the two 



'Natworlu will bscome more officiant' 


systems across water, while the 
Egyptian network (500kV) is 
connected to the Jordanian sys- 
tem through the Suez substa- 
tion. and an overhead trans- 
mission line extending to Taba 
substation. 

“This project achieves many 
benefits for the two countries' 
networks mainly from the shar- 
ing of the reserve capacity 
required to cover contingen- 
cies. This decreases the need to 
construct new generating sta- 
tions in both countries, 

"Also, the exchange of elec- 
trical energy in normal and 
emergency cases could improve 
the economies of the two 
power systems. The total 
expected capacity to be 
exchanged will reach 130 MW 
in the first stage and will 
increase to 350 MW after the 
completion of the interconnec- 
tion with the other countries 
concerned (Syria .Turkey, Iraq 
and Lebanon.)" 

Other benefits from this pro- 
ject include achieving higher 
reliability and efficiency of the 
two power systems as well as 
exchanging knowledge and 
experience in power system 
planning and operations. This 
will lead to improved mainte- 
nance scheduling for the gener- 
a ting units on both sides. 
fay OLA KILANI 



QUITO (APR] — A proposal lu overturn tiie state of 
imposed by Pa, odor's president gained ground amongSE 
Sunday as opposite,,, to the government's emnom'e jSS 
inent mounted. 

A bill to overturn the state of emergency which allow*., 
ident to rale partially by decree has gameted the aupJSi 
leftist, populist and independent deputies out of 121 

Only 62 votes are needed to approve the initiative itS 
derail President Jamil Mahuad's radical economic reformat,! 
tackling the country's economic crisis. 

Criticism or Mahuad's bell-tightening measures has 50*1™ 
Thursday, when he decreed a 174 percent hike in liiel pikes sob 
partial freeze on bank accounts to stem the plunge in theviteu 
the sucre. 

The currency lias ftillcn by 83 percent since it was alkwtJj 
float freely against the dollar on February 12. 

Mahuad also introduced 10 bills in Congress to raise the vafite- 
added tax from 10 to 15 percent and to privatize state Industim 
in the telecommunications, electricity and oil sectors. 

“Ecuador's 12 million inhabitants cannot tolerate any m 
taxes," said Jaime Nebot, of the opposition Social Christian paity 
who insisted that the solution to the country's economic oiu 
should not come at the taxpayer's expense. 

The Congress is to hold an extraordinary session Monday to 
address the state of emergency. Under Ecuador's constitution. 
Congress can revoke presidential decrees made under a slate of 
emergency, forcing the executive to submit legislation it deem 
"urgent" through the normal channels. 

A leading Social Christian deputy, Xavier Neira, warned Sunday 
that the president's policies would cause "a major depression’ 

Paco Moncayo of the Democratic Left (ID) criticized the execu- 
tive for rejecting leftist proposals off-hand, warning that this alti- 
tude could put Mahuad “in a lonely place" where he would becom 
“the victim of his own errors." 

Moncayo added that raising the value added tax would “only 
worsen the inflationary pressures unleashed by the hike in fud 
prices." 

Less than a fifth of the population supports Mahuad's austerity 
measures, according to a Friday poll by the Center for Studies and 
Facrs (CEDATOS). 


- Bookless schoolchildren, 
^K nsloners and freezing orphans 
fiZed into service by Russia's tax 
to shame Russians into paying 


television and poster campaign 
atTpocket via the heart, hammering 
® fetaesage "please, pay your taxes will. 
JJjsofthe different categories of Russia s 


PARIS (R) — Financial turmoil has become a 
Tact of life in Latin America, but is a dollar bill 
with Christopher Columbus's portrait on it 
the final solution? Finance ministers and 
economists traded intellectual barbs whether 
the region should dollarise in early discus- 
sions at the Inter-American Development 
Bank’s general meeting, which formally 
opened here Monday. 

Debate moved quickly from the merits of 
fixed versus floating exchange rates after 
Argentine and IADB officials propounded the 
merits of jettisoning national currencies and 
adopting the dollar instead. 

U.S. Deputy Treasury Secretary Lawrence 
Summers gave a reality check. Dollarized 
countries would import U.S. financial stability 
and low interest rates, but the U.S. would not 
adapt its policies to countries that did so, he 
warned. 

"The country must also be prepared to 
embrace the lack of flexibility it brings with 
the potentially significant consequence of 
doing without monetary Independence exter- 
nally the exchange rate and internally the 
direction of interest rates.” 

Dollarization comes with, other costs in 
Argentina’s case an estimated $750 million 
from lost seignorage, the revenue generated 
by printing fiat money. 


But Brazil's recent devaluation has lent new 
momentum to the idea, especially when com- 
pared to neighboring Argentina. There a cur- 
rency board system, which fixes the peso to 
the dollar and is a first step to dollarization, 
has tamed inflation and delivered annual six 
percent economic growth for the past seven 
years. 

"We don't think every country needs to 
produce cars, instead they can import them," 
said Pedro Fou, president of the Argentine 
central bank which floated the Idea earlier 
this year and has held informal talks with the 
' U.S. Treasury. 

"So why not also import money from where 
it is most efficiently produced?” 

The polemic was fed by an IADB study that 
found flexible exchange rates have not deliv- 
ered Latin America the economic flexibility 
they once promised, 

Latin American countries with flexible rates 
have suffered more from economic shocks 
than fixed rate countries contrary to Europe's 
experience and much economic theory. 

The report, by IADB chief economist 
Ricardo Haussman, also concluded flexible - , 
exchange rates have generated higher; real 
interest rates and smallet financial systems 
than countries that pegged; or surrendered 
their currencies to sufjra-national uriits like 


the dollar, or the new european currency. 

"The world is now one with two soft drink 
companies, two airplane makers, three tooth- 
paste manufacturers but 180 central bank 
printing their own money," Hausmann told » 
seminar Sunday. 

Chilean Finance Minister Eduardo Am'itf 
fiercely rejected the Idea, and insisted coun- 
tries needed to look to economic fundarnen- 
tails first. "The debate has gone too far, 
snnppcd. 

Mexican Finance M In Is ter Jose Angel CumJ 

also said his country, which Is set to pw 


around two percent this year compi 


region's minus one percent average, had « 


plans to fix its peso. i . 

"It's not on our agenda," he said, a 
that clean fiscal, accounts were more 


Ih television campaign is built around a 
of short dips: a teacher handing out a 
tak to live pupils who rush to grab the rare 
an orphan crouched beside an ice-covered 
Xw pensioners collecting empty glass hot- 
tefromtheicy streets. 

A draw, male voice then implores Russia s 
as earners "Please, pay your taxes." 

Pie campaign slogan is repeated on billboards 
oth Moscow which feature one of the posters 
h die form of a large black and white photo- 
^ofan elderly lady with a look of supphea- 
cninhereyes. . - 1<> 

to nay year, millions of Russians forget to 

pr An taxes by the April 1 deadline, robbing 
fi stair of vital Hinds to pay state workers, pen- 
anad maintain its creaking social infrastrac- 


filing a tax return became a legal requirement 
I «jya 1991: tax was deducted at source during 
\ it Soviet era. 

[ The gssau]LQa tho.iieaiiitrmgs_toines_on top 


of a campaign launched several months ago with 
a different motto: "Nobody can help Russia, 
except the Russians themselves." 

Both contrasted sharply with the campaign of 
threats and intimidation launched last summer, 
which led western firms to complain bitterly 
about the muscular tactics employed by the tax 
police to collect revenues, including snap raids 
by masked men armed with baseball bats and 
assault rilles. 

Russia is desperate to boost its notoriously 
low tax collection to help plug gaps in this year's 
budget. Ministers openly admit Moscow cannot 
hope to pay loans of 17.5 billion dollars (15.9 bil- 
lion euros) which mature this year. 

The government is currently seeking to secure 
a bailout from the International Monetary Fund, 
to whom it owes 4.5 billion this year, which has 
frozen loan payments since the August 17 Finan- 
cial crisis erupted. 

The state is also well behind in payments to 
public sector workers who regularly go months 
or even years without salaries being paid. 

Last month, taxes collected amounted to 15.6 
billion rabies 1678 million dollars), some 12 per- 
cent lower than forec 

Chronic central government cash shortages 
have sparked a collapse in public services: the 
nubile health system, state education, poor road 
and rail networks, and the state pension even 
' W hen it is paid is largely insuflicicnt to meet 
basic needs. - — - 


F rankfurt is likelyL j 1 1 ^ ■ 1 1 TJ j 1 1 1 14 j j I 
to wupiTake| p 1 1 J 1 P 1 1 1 l 1 "J-I 1 
Heathrow as the world's premier ,nt 5 r J?^°" al 
airport if, as is feared, the London atrport s fifth ter- 
minal does not open until at least 2007. _ I 

The planning process to expand Heathrow is so ar 
behind that even if a swift - and posit ve - decision 
is made once the public inquiry ends this week, 
Terminal Five could be six years late. 

By that time Frankfurt Airport is forecast to have 
grown from Its current annual passenger numbers ot 

40 million to more than 60 million. 

Gwilym Rees-Jones, BA director of operational plan- 
ning, said last week, 'If passenger traffic continues 
to grow at 5 pet cent a year, by 2007 you are look- 
ing at Frankfurt becoming the world s largest inter 
national airport.' 

Heathrow is bursting at the seams with 60 million 
passengers a year, and will stay that way until - if - | 
Terminal Five opens. .. . I 

Frankfurt. Paris and Amsterdam airports all have per- 
mission to expand to take 80 million passengers. 
Domestic flights mske Chicago O Hare the largest 
airport in the world, but Heathrow Is i the world s 
busiest international airport thanks to its global 

£ n thT Terminal Five public inquiry ends this 
week, it will have been the longest in history, super- 
seding the Sizewell B nuclear reactor inquiry in the 

WIrenTopened in May 1995 the Terminal Five | 
inquiry was expected to take 18 months, fappmval 
H given, it was thought that the terminal would 
ooeii in 2001. But opposition by environmental 
groups and local authorities kept the developers at 

- b - By juanha Watters, Transport Business Editor 
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WHO IS INVOLVED IN 
THE WORLD'S BIOGEST BANK? 

■■■■■ W ,w» ( HIIDIT LYONN, 


Kiffiil ft 


taut for economic performance; 

Senior World Bank official Guillermo 
concurred. Panama uses the dollar, aw 8 
rency board has been mooted. as a 
panacea For crisis-tom Ecuador. 

But "it’s not the foreign exchange 
(that brings stability), but rather a s 
cal position," he said. '.j ^ - 1 

"Dollarization may be an option or ^ 
tries that are already quite # 

costs would be greater than 
countries like Brazil," he 


j; MNS (R) — A bid by Hanque n 
L Morale de Paris(BNPP.PA) for rivals i 
’ Mere Cenerale(SOGN.PA) and 
' tolas (RAR1.PA) has unleashed a 
j tsiie over the French financial sec- l 
■ w Hie following describes the key i 
hub involved. ' 

BASQUE NATIONALE DE PARIS 
Predominantly a retail bank, BNP 
to long been looking for a partner 
h tiie French retail market but ended 
up isolated by merger plans between 
rivals Sodete Cenerale and Paribas, 
h is one of the big three French 
i t00D nerdal banks along with Credit 
bonraistCRLPi.PA) and Sodete 
C«ierafe(S0GN.PA). 

II Iras worked hard to become a 
ll jtivenal bank with a wide interna- 
tonal network, and has formed 
"fuwrous Joint subsidiaries witli 
kraany's Dresdner Bank(DRSD.F) 
41 fcide their home markets. 

toP was founded in 1966 through 
merger of two nationalized 
"jtiu dating back to 1848. ft was 
P'MJized in 1993. 

: SOCIETE CENERALE 
i by BNP as a partner in the 

market, Societe Cenerale is 
having been fairly successful 

III yaking out from a domestic 
."T branch base to become a more 
atowl player, but was struggling to 
winisalone. 

lb investment banking arm has 
V(on a reputation abroad for sophist 


month plans to merge with invest- 
ment bank Paribas. 

PARIBAS „ 

Investment bank founded in 187- 
through a merger of Banquc de Pans 
and Dutch bank Banque de Credit et 
de Depots des Pays-Bas. Nationalized 
by the Socialists in 1982. it was pn- 
vatized again in 1987 and played a 
dominant role as a major holding 


A non-qiioted mutual bank. Credit 
Agrieole is now France's biggest 
bank - although a merged SG- 
Paribas would be bigger. 

With its outlets in virtually every 
town and village in France, it has a 
stranglehold on the retail market due 
to its deep roots in the rural cornmu- 


coinpany. . . 

As the heyday of holding compa- 
nies waned, it slimmed down in the 
1990s and refocused on three core 
businesses,' investment banking, 
asset management and retail finan- 
cial services. . 

Unlike potential partners BNP and 
Societe Cenerale, it does not have 
retail branch network. 

CREDIT AGRICOLE-1NDOSUEZ 

OCA 


Commercial banks complain the 
predominance of Credit Agricole, 
which does not have to worry about 
making profits, distorts competition. 
It made serious inroads into the 
international investment banking 
market with the purchase o! 
Indosuezin 1997. 

It has expressed interest in an 
alliance with Credit Lyonnais and is 
seen by analysts as a plausible option 

to keep the soon-to-be-privatized 

bank in French hands. 


CREDIT LYONNAIS (CRI.Pi.PA) | 

A tale of riches to nigs. Credit I ! 
Lyonnais was founded in 1863 and in 
tiie 1980s was the first French bank 
to set off down the road of expan- 
sion to become a leader on the world 
stage. That expansion binge went 
badlv wrong and the government has 
been forced to step in repeatedly 
with massive state bail-outs. 

The government on Sunday pub- 
lished a decree announcing the sale 
of Credit Lyonnais, which must be I 
privatized in return for European 
Commission approval of the state 
rescues. 

Analysts saw. It as a potential con- 
solation prize for BNP. seeking a 
partner after being left in the cold by 
r nna r a i».Parihas m enter. 


It T W T 


[gold London 

$U£. 


- engineering, 

rounded In 1864, it was national- 
ly ® ' 1982 by the Socialists and pri- 


- - .ao* D y me socialists ana pn- 
2™ >n 1987 after the right 
to power. It announced last 



the Societe Generale-Paribas merger. 

Those hopes were dashed when 
the government said it was sticking 
to its plans of setting up a group of 
core shareholders for Credit 

^CREDIT COMMERCIAL DE FRANCE 
(CCFP.PA) , . 

A middle-ranking bank targeting 
Well-off clients, CCF has the most | 
profitable retail bank network In 
France. . , 

But because of its size it is tieen as 
tiie most likely of the French banks 
to slip into foreign hands., Belgium s 
KBC Bancassurance 

HoldingsiKBKBt.BR) is the large!) t sin- 
^.rrrcv-ahltn with a 12.5 


•lobal todesy, BlobnUomorcdW 


gle holder orcCF capital with a 12.5 
percent ..stake, though Swiss Life | 
(RA.S) has more voting rights and 
slightly less capital. Dutch bank 
ING(ING^S) also holds a small stake. 





A GENERATION OF INDEPIMDENT THINKERS 


r**'’ "" '• ^ ^ 



The center, esiablislied in Amman, since June 1998. is one of 55 ro be launched H awtin J!H 

franchises shunted around the world. The headquarters, based in "With the cybei mom J 

oration gap between reatej, 
grating information 


Cyprus, supplies the center with updated curriaikims twice 
year wliidi die students have ro follow. 

However, despite die updated classes and limey set-up. the appli- are more able to share rV^ JL^ uMi their chil- 

cants have a lot to accomplish in the two houre of their stay at dren," said Al Salca. 
the center. Not only are die children given projects that they have Tlie dasses are grvenbyq 

to research for, discuss, create and present but they are also sarily graduates of oaip® 


expected to climb lip the ladder of grades. 

Tile program involves dasses of Minors A Ki If for students 
between the ages of 4-8 years old and then Junior classes tliat 
involve older students aged 10-11 Each stage is nine calendar 
months and the applicant lias to pass all of them in order to be 
considered a Cyber-ldd graduate. 

“What we are trying to do is to create a cyber generation tkuit is 
able to think, implement and achieve using information technol- "It is so rewanlii)g bdr^apiad^j^alpfucessoTtiie 

ugy. We aim to enhance tlie imagination and intelligence of die children. Everyday Ls a lew; Aw criy for the diif 

child through the creation of a need to accomplish. Tliat way we dren but for us as wdAto 3L,‘di j d&j presents 


"university graduates, tat pJknl of English and 
preferably female as they® fcjW patient at han- 
dling die children; said iVSidf 
Although the eaabfehroaHirt* 
out as a business emaprisetoll 
Ziircikat.it has proved itaiiscA ^ 


fei 


C yber kids is an educational center dedicated to way possible; through practical implementation. 

molding the personality of children by profession- "Our aim is to nurture children into becoming independent 
ally integrating them into society early on in life, thinkers. Wfe want to create a need in them to achieve using 
The center's philosophy is based on knowing, mastering information technology as their tool to accomplishing that "said women and is proving its success, it is only "applied here 

and using information technology in the most natural AymanAl Saket, co-owner and Instructor at the center. Jordan, and had needed confimwtion Irani headquarters in onler 


ensure thar the diild will grow up into an adult who is capable of 
thinking positively while acquiring problem solving techniques 
and who has learned to master the computer with ease and 
expertise." commented Al Saket. 

The center’s scope of education is not restricted merely to the 
dtildren, but expands to involve the mothers as well. 

"Cyber moms is a program that we are proud of The in- nhers are 
“very willing tolKim aiid-sht5WgreafTiite'ii?st in liaiTdlhife the conv 
puter especially as they demonstrate continual progress." com- 
mented Rana Lababidi. an instructor at the center. 

She also added that some of those women had been terrified of 
handling die computer equipment when they had fust joined the 
program. But with time these modiers have successfully been 
ratiglu to navigate die internet, create dinner invitations tint 
they send via electronic mail and have been taught several skills 
that could help them around die house. 

However, altlwugh the cyber mothers program involves 45 


completed project becauMUirission lias been 
accomplished. Inuginafonriftwat shaped each 
IVitafi we review die 
ita esidendy mental. 
rrdstimilaQon has 



our sniderus come to faj 
accomplished work proeinl^; 
psydiologkal, social ervudj 
been correctly triggered to computer 

tliat,” sakl Al Saket. 

Unfomuiatety, as grandad 
integration or coordwroi 
schools has taken plaa.lkr 
luin presented at the art* 
related w sdiool went Bn 

seem loposeabuileiuff^lj^ Francophony between the 20th of Maidi until the Zlitl. 


enhance riieir academic school performance and learning using alriiough interested, no schools liave given any confinnarion." 
the computer skills they are taught ar the center. conduded Al Saket. 

*'V\t are trying to get schools to be interested in our program and 

we are hying to find some son of agreement. Up until now, by RANA ASFOUR 


FRANCOPHONY CELEBRATED IN JORDAN 

| | frefcr the patronage of His Majesty King Abdallah Ibn I J-Hnssein, tlie world. Prance has helped not only in teaching us a language hut a philosophy 
I jltmdi Embassy and the French-s[>eaking communiiy in Ionian will cel- of education. a means ol communicaiion that created a comprehensive and 
Uthnie Francophony between the 20th of Maidi until the ZTitl. glolml eucomiter of cm ini lies that need to defend their cultures. 

^ its establishment in 1988. the Agence tie la Iraiicophonie (ACCIY has Mr Uisile Solineu. Ambassador of Romania, saluted the journalists rcmiiul- 

i Jni this date lo celebrate, in its 52 member commies, the leward of ing them that lie liatl worked in die press as well. He said dint francophony is 
n the French language. Tlie Agency contributes ro developing ar its peak in Rumania, being ‘dose to our hearts and minds.’ He has rcsporul- 


suc+i an action 
importance behind sidi wt*' 
is that students would tx ? 


w. offering ted mical know-how, education, training aiul the procure- ed to the invitation ofbeing an active member oftlie Agency (ACCT) by bring- 
srftquipment. It’s large budget or $100,000,000 is in Rill contributed ing to Jordan a diildrcn’s dioir. Allegretto’ (10-15 year old) dim will be per- 

fumfflitars. It has created TV5. the University Without Wills in Egypt and forming at tlie opening ceremony of die celebration ofFrancophony March 20, 


TEACHING FRENCH AT PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


I! 


[ n the year 1978 French language teaching started ro take its place 
in public schools as an optional subject restricted to 10th grade. 
Evaluating the impact of such a step did not take place until 1987 
when tire matter was discussed at a conference of educational devel- 
opment held by the Ministry of Education in Jordan. ' 

Abed Al-Ralieem Sohaimat, academic education manager, Ministry 
of Education, explained that " in 1993 and after a ministerial deci- 
sion, the Ministry of Education started introducing French from the 
8th grade insread of the 10th but always as an optional subject." The 
greatest improvement took place in October 96 when president 
Jacque Chirac visited the late King Hussein and discussed teaching 
French at public schools. The French Embassy had already Taken the 
initiative in which it had already started offering many facilities such 
as training teachers, offering them scholarships and negotiating with 
writers and publishers to reedit die curriculum to suit Jordanian society. 

Sohaimat added that “’in late September 1998 there were negotia- 
tions in- Paris on the possibility of including the French language In 
Jordan's high school exam, tawjihi. These negotiations were held by 
the Ministry of Education and the department of public relations in 
the Ministry of Exterior in France and as a result it was decided that 
about 20 students will sit for the French exam this year, 1999." - 
However, some modifications were made on the current French 
curriculum books handed out at schools such as “pile ou face” so that 
they will be suitable to Jordanian traditions and style of life. 

Shehadeh Solaiman, department of curriculums, said that "the 
Ministry of Education had appointed two committees ; the first one 
laid out the plans for tlie change in addition to implementing them, 
while rhe other one supervised the procedure. These two commit- 
tees have finished all the modifications and the new editions are 


expected to be distributed in schools very soon.” 

He also added that "these books were published by local Jordanian 
publishers, whereas the documentary films were edited by ’CLI: 
INTERNATIONAL’ in France.” 

Jean-Marc Mangiante, linguistic attache at the French Cultural 
Center said that ” 20% oftlie book pile ou face, taught at schools, was 
adapted by a Jordanian committee in older ro cancel some pictures, 
but the most parr of these modifications highlight the new coopera- 
tion between France and Jordan." 

He also added that “these modifications were made at the expense 
of the French embassy including the expenses of copyrights as these 
books are French in origin, whereas the Ministry of Educarion has 
paid for the publications that will be provided to the private schools 
only." He hopes that the new books will be available soon because 
students who will be sitting for the Tawjihi exam in June are currently 
at the mercy of studying from photocopies. 


250 000 professors around die world. 
tosTbupin, director of the Itencli Cultural Center, held a press confcr- 
regarding tlie issue at the Mimicipalily ul'Anuiwn. Attending 
sfeftardi Ambassador, Bernard Ernie, accompanied by ambassadors 
*>Wi4w of francophonic countries that are represented here in Jordan. 
■ i . ^ u ^?^ or thanked the Mayor of Amman. Alxlel-Rahim 

vate schools with articles from all over the world an '^ L whir assistance and commended the municipality’s contributions to 

newspaper is made by Jordanians. the past. 

Mangiante explained. "We organize special plans for * j ^ 20th of March, we celebrate Francophony in 52 countries, [quarter 
- ■ schools aw 


Tlie Charge d'Aflaire ufTunisia said tliat Frendi as a second language, plays 
a capital role in die administration of his country. Tunis will contribute to tire 


^□©CQTrOOxD© 


W! 


■Iiy do some expectant women see 
red? You can't blame it all on a hoi 
monal ambush, say experts. 





“Hormones probably play a role, but there’s 
no conclusive medical data yet,” says Lori 
Altshuler, M.D., director of the Mood 
Disorders Research Program at UCLA. 

More significant, perhaps, are th< 
cumulative discomforts of pregnancy. 

“In the early inonrhs some women 
experience nausea, fatigue, tender breasts 
and the fear that something might go wrong," says 
Clark Gillespie, M.D., author of “Your Pregnancy Month by 
Month”. “As time goes on, there’s insomnia, more pressure on the 
bowels and bladder, and feeling overheated - all of which can con- 
tribute to irritability.” 

Tliere's also a strong link between depression and anger, say 
experts: Not only are women who swallow their fury more likely 
to experience depression, but those who needlessly fly off the 
handle can also wind up brooding later on. 

If you Find you’re frequently furious, try: 

Walking away. Avoid discussions chat'll only make your blood 
boil • tell the offending party that you’re feeling sensitive and 
would rather not talk about tlie issue. Then give yourself a half- 
hour and take a stroll, whether it's around the office or around the 
block; ... ■ • 

Staying active. Swimming, tennis, walking, gardening liinny 
types or regular exercise tan keep your hostility barometer in 
check while helping to relieve physical discomforts. 

Writing it nut. It can be very cathaitic to vent on paper - 
through journal entries, poems or outrageously nasty Idlers ih.u 
you never mail. 

Taking a mental-health break. Whether it's a day oil work »«• a 
two-hour escape from the kids, pamper yourself: Ci*r a facial, see 
n movie, buy a pair of shoes. 

Seeking professional help. If you find your anger is making it 
hard to function, consider calking to a therapist. 

Dy Leslie La mar re 


The pressure from parents on students to Morocco. Mauritania. Switzeriand, Belgium. Bulgaria, 

— ....... K .. umwp „. French is another factor specially in the year of tawj ' . . 

Mangiante explained that "in order to. help the Ministry of ■* rfnW to stud^ng . now 
Education, the French Cultural Center organizes regular training other 'subjects therefore, theyducourage their ... . HHetouwta^l^hip mb i. ^Shing feinrnpto 

^ftnother problem is that %^ite^ [1 |t < h^^ted^ndcntti1dlnEb«ween S nwiiy 

to learn a new language by the- age they su ij« 


courses for teachers, in both sectors public and private. Each month 
public school teachers are given a two-day training coiirse on 
Thursdays, about the French curriculum and how to teach it, 


issues concerning the French language." «»i u [r|scoM® p “' 

He also added that “all these courses are official and this year the leanv.English than to learn another language as i ^ 

Ministry of Education gaye out certificates for teachers who attended second spoken language In Jordan. . / w. ‘ ’ 
the courses which were paid for by the French embassy." As for other — ■ ^JTTJSTjJ 

achievements they have a newspaper for student of public and pri- * , ■ " ^ 


■'aKtaofdie wuridl, wiiether Frendt is their mother tongue, second 


terms of cultural exchanges between Jordanian 
schools in Strasbourg where Jordanian students swj ■ , 

families and participate in cultural activities. On the o T°wjhj , ooo people around the wuritl," explained .... 

French students are welcomed by Jordanian families are veiy honoured to have the high patronage of His Majesty 

However, despite all efforts to the contrary, rec *f. , ^^“tou^retebration activities. I see in it n political statement rep- 
(1998/1999) obtained from the Minlsrry of ‘ " 

nuinljcr of French students decreases every scholar yearlnbotn ■ Francophony as ’not only cullural and educational, but a way 

and secondary stages. c ^ ^ the worttl in their diversity and sped- 

Tills decrease is due to students who start learning ^/T ssa ® r * en Dtad representatives of other francophonic 

it too difficult to understand and eventually refrain from tn • vrorcl abouttiie subject. Among die 52 memberstates oftlie 

rhp npvt vear ^ C, c ^ noo P hon y« 10 countries are represented in Jordan, namely, 

me next year. . - dimntii»«' i l^^Tuni!ia,Mo roK x..M»,,ri m ™n . lUwnx Rutaafa. 


/ 
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'V* ^ celebrations with a film of Karim Drtdl filled 'B»Bve' , ; ■ . ■ specialized in the Fiend) language, as well as the esmblishnent of Rends 

W ‘ is a^ge for dialogue tliat enables us to express our ' Lyubomir Todorov, Charge d affaires of Bulgaria, said tot Joining schools, wiierc all the curriculum Is tmight in Freudi.He abo tsilred alxniulie 

3,Kl ^ enabl| n8 ua >° tore our suffering." ^rnmenr after toT989 changes and 

suppose that It will be the same with French !« Francois ^Itterand opened the droMo it in l» 93. i y Finally, the messagp was set dear, “We are not ptitdng.FranoophotBrfbr- 


Intensive courses in December and April are also organized for both around 17-18 years. One of the most lm P or “" t 'L a and eHicncy. enabling us to share our suffering." — .j, 

sectors where two specialists .arrive from France to discuss several effect of the English lan^aBn^th^^ ^ *^rs a*«n. Ambassador °f » vva* Burnt® touTO? ^^ToMnedll^dooMo it in 1993. 'Bulgaria ' ^ 



of Frajicophony and reswilided p oslth'e I ^ Cen ^ Q ^ ,nv,rau ’ h as had close links with France and French culture since Victoi; vvard at the expense of btherlanguages. we simp(y hope to bring out a world 

H T0°do ro v «»b,i # hment of french Institutes and 

? cultural addlti0 "' *° universilles wllh racul,ie? 


by NELLY LAMA, 








Breast Lumps 
Prior To 
Adolescence 

Dear Dri 

My daughter la 8 
years old. She Has a 


not feel a lump under 
fhe left one. Could Hits 
lump be cancer at this 
age? I am worried. 
What should I do? 

Dear Reader! 

Do not worry. Tlils’ is~ndT 
cancer. This is part of the 
normal growth process. 

Before a girl reaches adoles- 
cence and before she gets 
her first menstrual period 
there is a slight rise in the 
hormones and tills affects 
the breast buds. So she 
starts feeling pain in the 
breasts and a disc-like mass 
beneath the nipples. 
Sometimes the growth may pro- 
ceed asymmetrically because of 
die fluctuating hormonal envi- 
ronment and a variable end- 
organ sensitivity. Therefore, 
one breast may start devel- 
oping ahead of die second 
one. The detection of an 
asymmetrical lump beneath 
the nipple prior to puberty 
should not be cause for con- 
cern; this asymmetrical 
development is self-limited 
and breast growth equalizes 
in most .women. But, some 
still find that one breast is 
slightly larger than the other. 
Biopsy should not be consid- 
ered, since removal of the 
breast bud will result in Fail- 
ure of breast development. 
Occasionally, gynecomastia or 
breast enlargement ocaire in 
the adolescent male and this 
may be asymmetrical as well. 


Health editor 


KEEP AN EXERCISE 
DIARY 

U se a small notebook or a section of your personal orga- 
nizer to note the length of your exercise session and the 
activities involved. Record your mileage if you have an 
odometer on your treadmill or stationary bike. Don’t limit your 
diary to official visits to a gym or class; jot down any physical 
activity, like “walked five minutes to the mall" or "spent a half- 
hour weeding and planting in the front yard flower bed." 
Whatever activities you do, be sure to write down a one-word or 
two-word description of your mood when you start working 
out, like "tired" or “stressed out" and do the same afterwards 
when you feel positive after the workout. 

It's fun to include magazine and/or newspaper clips of inter- 
esting workout routines and tips for athletic performance in 
yqur diary, too. These articles will give you ideas to spice up 
your exercise sessions. 


MANGO BROCCOLI 
SALAD 

Makes 8 servings 





study shows if husbands 
shared in the housework, 
heir wives would be less 
depressed. The study by sociol- 
ogists at Brown University in 
Providence, R.I., ‘appears in the 
Journal of Health and Social 
Behavior. In the study, working 
women said their ideal share of 
housework is 46 percent with 
their husbands doing an equal 
share; for homemakers, that 
figure Is 80 percent with their 
husbands doing the rest, says 
Chloe Bird, assistant professor 
of community health and soci- 
ology. Performing housework 
beyond those levels leads to 


anxiety, demoralization, depres- 
sion and worry, she says. 
"Everybody benefits from shar- 
ing the housework." Bird said. 
“Even for women keeping 
house, a shared division of 
labor is important. If you 
decide to stay at home to raise 
the children, you don't want to 
become the scullery maid." In 
the study of 1,256 people 
between the ages of 18 and 65, 
men pitched in about the same 
amount, 37 percent, regardless 
of whether wives worked out- 
side the home or were full-time 
homemakers. 

By Lidia Wasowicz, (UPI) 




g is EfTexor XR 
Extended Release capsules. 
Minus with generalized 
ittiety disorder experience 
excessive anxiety, worry 
about everyday life, restless- 
ness (adgue, difficulty in con- 
centrating, irritability, muscle 
intfon' and sleep distur- 
bs. “Frtm a doctor’s per- 
spective, generalized anxiety 
disorder Is a serious condi- 
tion, which can significantly 
impact a person's daily runc- 
boolng, N says Dr. Jonathan 
DjvkJson. director of anxiety 


offers patients an important 
single daily treatment option 
fur generalized anxiety disor- 
der. which has had limited 
treatment options to date." 
The I'DA approval comes in 
the wake of successful results 
of the first trials showing the 
effectiveness of an antide- 
pressant in treating the anxi- 
ety disorder. The two trials 
involved 782 patients. The 
patients receiving the drug 
showed significant relief of 
their symptoms. 

By Lidia Wasowicz, (UPI) 


CAN ZINC KIC 
THEIR COLDS? 


p-yinc lozenges may help 
-^r--spe?d7Cfir colds TflTfhei f 
La way. But they do not do 
the same for your kids, aceoid- 
Ing to a recent study Researchers at 
the Cleveland Clinic Foundation 
in Ohio had 250 kids in grade l 
through 1 2 take cherry flavored 
lozenges five or six times a day 
for three weeks. The cold 
symptoms of the kids whose 
lozenges contained zinc lasted 
just as long as those who took 
zindess lozenges. 

According to the researchers, 
the dosage may have been too 
low. In a previous study, adults 
who took 80mg of zinc a day 
got over their colds faster than 
those who didn’t. The children 
In the current study received 
v only 50 or 60 mg. 

While there's no harm 
in trying higher doses 
for a few days, do not 
give a child more 
than 60mg of zinc 
daily for ipore then a 
. week. Never give a 
^healthy child ;-zjnc • 
l viottjtigej hopes oft' 

^ p r^v^ntinff c ol ^ Tb king ‘ . 
high cfb^es fdc;extend6d ' : * 
periodscau be ( dahgfrbus.'. 

pncamfoftablf; £or extifipipi, i'll? - 
youf l^tib phe b? 

Jus- stuffed ‘ no^£bii^; hls^pr^ 
iifroatl^aidhg 
tt-eir '““ n> ■***' ' 





Can't handle a 
workout today? 

P ul on a pair of ath- 
letic ritoes with good 
support and go for 
a walk. Stride with a brisk 
pace up and down streets 
near your heme and 
admire your neighbor'] 
gardens. You'll feel bet 
ter and refreshed to start 


|:WY*T’lkM.Tr 


TREATING LATE-LIFE 
INSOMNIA 


Many seniors have trouble 
falling asleep. And, once they 
do nod off, it's often not for 
long. Such lack of sleep can 
cause daytime fatigue and 
impair functioning. Up to a 
quarter of oldsters report . 
chronic insomnia, but only 15 
percent or so get treatment. A 
study in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association 
shows insomnia in the golden 
years is treatable. The study, 
funded by the National 
Institute of Mental Health, Indi- 
cate* changing habits and atti- 
tudes is far more effective than 
any medications in getting 
those in the winter of life to get 
to sleep and stay there for the 
night. Scientists at the Medical 
College of Virginia/Virginia 
Commonwealth University 
showed behavioral therapies 
work better than drugs for 
long-term improvement in 
sleep' patterns. Hie cognitive 
therapy attempted to alter 
such faulty beliefs and beliav- 
that often worsen insom- 
as trying to sleep eight 
hours each night, blaming all 
daytime mishaps on poor sleep 
and spending too much time in 
bed before deeping. Participants 



also learned about the effects of 
diet, age, exercise, caffeine, 
alcohol and environmental fac- 
tors on sleep habits, said study 
leader Charles Morin, now at 
Laval University in Quebec City, 
Canada. Some tips on what 
seemed to make a difference; 


STOP KNEE PAIN IN 4 EASY MOVES 


1. Co to bed only when sleepy;] 

2. Use rhe bed only for sleep, 
no reading, watching TV or 
worrying there; 3. If not asleep 
within 20 minutes, leave die 
bedroom; 4. Get up at the same 
time each morning, no matter 
what time you go to bed. (UPI) 



Do 12 repetitions of each 
exorcise. Make sure to do 
both logs when uppropri 
ate. Do this workout three 
times a week. If you're a 
beginner, do the workout 
without weights to start. 
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CHINESE SPY 
REPORT TO BE 
MADE PUBLIC 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Dissatisfied with 
the Clinton .rcl ministration's handling or 
the Chinese grub for U.S. weapons tech- 
nology, several members of Congress are 
pressing foi greater disclosure and a 
closer look at high-tech relations 
between the two nations. 

Hie Senate is holding hearings this 
week on an alleged 1980s case oT 
Chinese spying at the Energy 
Department's nuclear weapons laborato- 
ry in Los Alamos, New Mexico, that only 
recently came to light. 

In the House of Representatives, mem- 
bers are demanding rhat nearly all of a 
classified 700-page report on technolo- 
gy transfers to China be made public. 

Administration officials stood their 
ground Sunday, saying they have dealt 
properly with rhe Los Alamos case and 
overall security threats to the nation. 

"I think we moved swiftly and I think 
we continue to impose on China the 
strictest controls." national security 
adviser Sandy Berger said on NBC televi- 
sion’s "Med the Press.” 

But Sen. John McCain, an Arizona 
Republican, said President Bill Clinton 
should appoint a nonpartisan commis- 
sion to investigate allegations rhat 
China stole nuclear warhead technology. 

The Justice Department "does not 
have credibility on this issue" because 
Attorney General Janet Reno refused to 
seek an independent counsel investiga- 
tion into illegal campaign contributions 
originating in China, he said on CBS tele- 
vision's "Face the Nation." 

Sen. Dick Lugar, nn Indiana 
Republican, told NBC that the spy case 
called for a serious review of U.S. -China 


policy, including a warning to China that 
a missile attack on Taiwan would be met 
with U.S. retaliation. 

Other Republicans said they would 
fight administration resistance to make 
public almost all of the report on tech- 
nology transfers prepared by a special 
panel headed by Rep. Christopher Cox, a 
California Republican. 

"We will have to have a vote of the 
House in order to declassify that report, 
and when the American people see 
what's in it. I think rhe# will be really 
outraged." House Majority Whip Tom 
DeLny, a Texas Republican, said on “Fox 
News Sunday." 

Cox, interviewed on ABC's "This 
Week/ 1 said his panel believes that “not 
only now but for the indefinite future 
we have serious counterintelligence 
problems at our national laboratories 
and elsewhere throughout the govern- 
ment." 

The ranking Democrat on the panel, 
Rep. Norm Dicks of Washington, said the 
most important finding was that for 20 
years “we had a major counterintelli- 
gence failure at Los Alamos and at the 
other national labs that is now being 
corrected." 

A Taiwanese -born computer scientist. 
Wen Ho Lee, was fired from his job at 
Los Alamos a week ago amid suspicions 
that he leaked secrets to the Chinese in 
the 1980s. 

Lee has hot been charged with any 
crime, and Newsweek magazine said the 
FBI now believes it has virtually no 
chance of making a case against him. 

The latest edition of Time magazine 
reports that Lee, who worked at Los 


Alamos for more than two decades, 
attended a 1988 seminar in Hong Kong 
and, .with Chinese officials present, 
allegedly divulged sensitive information 
on the miniaturization involved in the 
design of America's most modern 
nuclear warhead, rhe W-88. 

The FBI began its investigation in 
1996, and Republicans have accused the 
administration of dragging its feet in 
acting against Lee in the interests of 
U.S. -China relations. 

Energy Secretary Bill Richardson, 
appearing on NBC and CNN's “Late 
Edition," insisted the administration 
acted swiftly and responsibly. "I took 
|Lee's| clearance away, I moved him 
□way from sensitive areas long before 
the story broke," he said. 

He said rhe Energy Department since 
1997 has doubled the intelligence bud- 
get at the national labs, initiated strong 
background checks of scientists from 
sensitive countries and required employ- 
ees to rake polygraph tests. 

National security adviser Berger said 
there was "no question" that the 
Chinese did benefit from the flow of 
nuclear technology in the 1980s that is 
now subject to strict controls. 

But he also said the spying allegations 
must be seen in the context of China's 
cooperation in such areas as stopping 
the sales of weapons to countries 
including Iran and dealing with North 
Korea. 

“Most countries are engaged in efforts 
to obtain American sensitive Informa- 
tion by clandestine means," Berger 
added. "The world is not a playpen 
here." x 




34M TO BE 
SPENT ON 
WEB IN 
ASIA BY 
2002 


MANILA (AFP) — Asia's marker for 
infonnation technology (Dj prod- 
ucts is picking up despite wide- 
spread recession and should pusc 
12 percent growth this year, the 
chaiunan of US-basecl 
Internationa! Data Croup (IDG) 
said here Monday. 

"Asian spending in infonnation 
technology is staiting to pick up 
nicely," Patrick McGovern told a 
business fomni here. 

He forecast regional IT revenue 
growth at 12 percent for calendar 
1999, which should make it "one 
of the Fastest growing regions" for 
the industry. He gave no corre- 
sponding money figures for his 
forecast. 

The region should be spending 
£34 million of its IT budget for 
using die Internet by 2002, up 
from £12 million last year and 
eight million dollars in 1997, lie 
added. 

The IDG is the parent lirin of 
technology research concern 
International Data Corp. (IDC). 

The IDC's Asia office in 
Singapore said last month the 
regional market for personal com- 
puters (PCs) returned to prc-ciisis 
levels in the three months ro 
December 1998 with shipments of 
2.89 million units, up seven per- 
cent from a year earlier and 1 1 per- 
cent up from the previous quarter. 

McGovern said the Philippines 
rr market should grow IG percent 
every year fn terms of revenues 
with its tiny Iwse of about 220,000 
Internet users forecast ,tp "grow 
100 percent eveiy six months." 

Tlie IDC's local representative, 
✓ WS Research Corp., said Monday 
that Asln-ftidflc Internet users 


totaled 27 million as of Mardufiis 
year, when the worldwide loti 
was 1 54 million people. 

"The regional crisis dampened 
the bullish forecast made last year 
when the number of Internet ruen 
in Asia-Pacific was projected to 
grow at an average of 80 peroera 
■ per year," WS Research chief Nd 
Hortillo said. 

"Now, it will just keep pace will 
the worldwide annual growth rare 
of 40 percent." 

Hortillo said that of die Filipinos 
with access to the Internet, 75 per- 
cent had access to the World Wide 
Web. a number forecast to rise to 
95 percent by end-2003. 

Just six percent of Filipinos with 
web access spenr money over the 
Internet last year, but the perwni- 
ngu should rise to 30 percent by 
2002, lie added. 

Tlie dawn of Internet commerce 
in the Philippines is being styinW 
by inter-connection problems wiih 
credit card issuers, said Alistair 
Israel, president of Internet media 
consultancy WS Fiesta Online. 

"Local banks are not equipped 
for online transactions," with lie 
end-result tliat just "12 sites’ ww 
set up over the past year. Israel 
told Agence France Press?- 

He told the forum that thetas 
startups include a 1°^ P®* 
restaurant, which proas® 
oiders online but collected « 
"cash oil delivery" basis. 
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INDEX BECOMES FIRST 
LOCAL ISP TO OFFER ISDN 


MORE THAN four months oftest- 
igin cooperation with Jordan Telecom, a 
kJ.jflMiwt Service Provider (ISP), 
bis, started offering ISDN to its cus- 
wn Saturday. The pioneering, liowov- 
^ dite not come without its dues. 

Unite other ISPs, Index has been 
SDN-ready since the day they launched, 
aradbig to Mohammad Glnannam, tlie 
company’s technical manager, 
tftputin three times the investment 
qrar-and-a-halfago so tliat we could lie 
sai ) for today and the future," said 
Qwwu referring to the costs incurred 
ra infostructure equipment, 
bidexwas among the first three ISPs in 
Man ro start testing ISDN, along with 
ilft international and Advanced 
luiness Networking (ABN) last' 
fcrember. 

3Ve started testing different brands of 
SW modems witli the JTC in 
fetHnber," Ghannam told Tlie Arab 
Drily. Telecommunications equipment 


must be approved by the 
’IL'k'Ciimmiiiiicaiions Regulatory 
Commission before they can be dissemi- 
nated to the general public. 

by AHMED NASER 

Technology Correspondent 

"In return for the help in testing rliese 
modems, tlie JTC connected us Tree of 
cl ui go with two ISDN ready lines," 
Ghannam told Tlie Arab Daily. 

"I believe that this was a good gesture 
nil their part since it shows the changing 
attitude towards the relationship with 
the private sector," lie added. 

Meanwhile, neither ABN lias started to 
offer ISDN, nor tan SITA that is owned by 
over GO aviation authorities throughout 
the world, since ir is bound against this 
by the IATA, 

Other ISPs that are testing ISDN are 
Glubal One, which started testing the 
service u month ago and has its sights set 


ar the corporate sector. 

Tlie new service, meanwhile, is not 
cheap. Index offers an hour of 64kbps 
ISDN time at a rate ofJOD 4.5 and the fiill 
128kpds at a rate ofJOD 8.5. 

Other obstacles that Index is facing is 
the lack of knowledge among the public 
as to what ISDN is or what it lias to offer. 

“Index is now going through an educa- 
tional phase with its custonjers," 
Ghannam said. 

Unlike regular analogue dialup lines, 
where users get no more than 33.6 kbps 
on their modems. ISDN allows users to 
connect at 128 kbps, digitally, on a regu- 
lar copper-line. Other features of ISDN 
are a simultaneous phone and data con- 
nection. 

Index's pricing, in the meantime, is tar- 
geted at small offices, newspapers and 
home users, who conduct heavy uploads 
and downloads over slioit periods of 
time. Ghannam told The Arab Daily. 

Other potential customers are banks. 


which utilize ISDN as a backup service to 
their lease-lines, he added. . 

“ISDN usage should average two to 
three hours a day," said Gliannam, adding 
that "customers who need more than 
that time should opr for a lease-line." 

Internet cafes pay an average monthly 
ofJOD 750 for a 64kbps lease-line, while 
they are also charged no less than JOD 40 
by Jordan Telecom. 

These same cafes, of which there are 
over 70 scattered over rhe Jordanian 
heartland, would have to pay ISPs at least 
JOD 550 for an ISDN connection and no 
less rh.mJOD 180 for 10-hours of local 
phone calls. 

Tlie Initially high diaiges for ISDN are 
because of the way that the technology 
affects an ISPs total circuit speed, 
Ghaimnm pointed out. 

"I I SDN | will exert a heavy loud on 
bandwidth, which itself is expensive." lie 
said. An international private line running 
ar 64kbps, typically leased by hanks for 


transactions with their branches abroad, 
costs an average of S3.000 per month. 

Bur before home useis can actually 
subscribe for ISDN at an ISP, they must 
get an ISDN line from Jordan Tblecom, 
which costs JOD 325 in setup costs and 
JOD 15 in monthly rental charges, while 
they must also purchase an ISDN modem. 

ISPs also have to pay JOD 350 for an 
ISDN line and tlie same amount in 
monthly neural charges. 

Other costs are for ah ISDN modem, 
which starts at JOD 130, according Ala 
Glayyan, Technical support manager at 
Saadi Comn limitations. 

"We expect them to sell out soon." 
Glayyan said, pointing out that the major- 
ity of their customers were expected to 
be from tlie corporate sector. 

Jordan Telecom announced tlie avail- 
ability or 2,500 ISDN subscriptions last 
Month. 


CeBIT to launch Thursday; 

EVERY HOME A NETWORK, OR 
PCS THAT CAN SWITCH ON THE TV 


IWXMR (pPA) — Coiii|xiters, 
ro* and scanner are already 
i? in netwoiks and sora lit will 
^*e&im of stereo systems, video 
r Ti«das and televisions to lx* 
%d into the great provider along 
'^lichen appliances. 

■h fot years rime people will be 
^haythey ever gut along witlv 
said Wans Rilii of electrical 
Hie grouixlwnik is 
Varied out at tlie moment mid 
l j7 niies will sliow tlie Anils of 
» far at tlx? CqJIIT 99 in 

is to develop a common 
standard that ran lx? 
^control tlie most diverse or 
appliances, 

radio and televk 
^ wtvuridtyg is one of t | K - big 
L areas future and eight 
D ^ Dn ^fi8 95 per cent of the 
behold electrical 
^mmetogetlre,; said Petri. 

■«!te *»* 

W ™ nason,c * Thomson and 
,^® tr *8 t °fcige*eadwiUl 
'VuhJ'f®' MVI (Home Audio 
^•taoperatfMyi. i 

< ».^ i eayaSC ° nneai '^ u P 

lw * a ' c6 be automatically 


recognized hy lltel mine network and 
can exchange digital infiiniialinn with 
its ptinncrs. lx* it about films, screen- 
ing sdiedi lies or lire title of CD tracks. 

’Hie system dispenses with die 
usual jumble ofeleariiul cables ;uxl is 
Hindi easier to operate, said IVni. 

According to Joel Kramer of Royal 
lliilips lilcilronles, Miilips alone lias 
Invested 20 million dnlkus in HAVI 
development. ‘Hie Inst products 
incorporating the new technology 
are cx|xxied to reach the simps at 
Lite end oflhisycaror the beginning 
oT'JXXX). 

Tlie advantages of llio new stan- 
daixl for digital TV will be demon- 
strated at Celimiie set-up box, tele- 
vision set and video trawler will 
attune to eadi oilier automatically 
They will coordinate all data bn which 
diannels an? to be viewed or on pro- 
grams to be recorded 

Sony and Philips are worthing 
together with software maker Sun 
Microsystems cm* Wfl* to get these 
appliances to link up with liome com- 
puters and die Internet too. Tlie new 
network language Jira enables, 
dozens of appliances to communi- 
cate widi each otlier in broadbased 
networks sudi'as the Internet jMth- 
out a complicated installation pipbe- 
dure. 1 

The result Is a network "extending 


from tlie lounge to die oompaiiy 
mainframe computer." tlx- New Yoik 
Tlines wrote rewiuly. With tlie aid of 
Jin) and HAV) n worker amid program 
his home video rceonler via a PC in 
the office using die Internet as die 
medium. 

Jini and HAVI are taking on die 
most |x>werful of indnstiy competi- 
tor in die sliape of software giant 
Microsoft which liopes its Home 
Application Program Interface (Home 
AI*I) will gsaiu a fbntliokl. 

Its standard Is designed to enable 
data radiangc between . consumer 
electronic devices and computers. 
Tbgdher with PC-niakers Compaq 
and Dell Microsoft is also working on 
a network standard called Universal 
Plug and PfoyftJPP) that will also make 
it much easier to link computers Into 
a network. 

In contrast to die HAV^mi net- 
. works by which tiie appliances com- 
municate wWibut Central control..' 
Microsoft wants jointers and .video 
cameras to reaiv* their insthictions - 
via a PC command module using < 
naturally • a Microsoft operating ^s- : 
tem.' 

.. .Philips belies die .rise .of home 
networking- wfll.'prov? • irresistible. 
.“VSfe can fed, the .market pressure 
, already* 1 sriidfttri! • 

Me predicts WglK^jiy home dn- 


cm and domestic surveillance as the that suggest a shopping list to their "Customers are fed up with lure- 

next applications. owners via Web-TV But by then all i‘>S to mess around wiih Kids of dif- 

. .... , i , | , lerent standards liom all ihe mams 

Even the kitclien may be net- the companies will need to be me- IV th 

worked one day with leliigeratore ing tlie same line. 



JMNOVIR '— Martin Mocxyh, member of Oerman computer compa- 
ny MAXDATA installc a computer; wall at tho CeBIT lair In Hanover 
on Monday, where 7,341 exhlblton a! 60 countries present their 
new product! during the largest computer fair of the world In 
- Hanover. The fail 1 will opens Its deers for the public this coming . 





09:30 Adventure 

10:00 Cart 

11:30 Biathlon 

13:00 Football 

14:30 Snowboard 

15:00 Sleddog 

15:30 Snooker 

17:00 Cycling 

16:00 Football 

19:30 Stock Car 

21 :00 Football 

21:30 LIVE Football: UEFA 

Cup 

23:30 Football 
02:00 Rally 


1 02: 30 Close 


B|S|C 


WORLD 




02:00 Star Trek-ThaNert 
Generation 
03:00 Silk Stalking 
04:00 Tr&zan 
04:30 Pacific Buie 
05:30 Acapulco HeBl 
08:30 Water Rats 
07:30 Pensacola 
08:30 Inside Edition 
09:00 Pacific Blue 
10:00 Early Edition 
11:00 Real TV 
11:30 Acapulco Heal 
12:30 Inside Ecflllon 
13:00 Pensacola 
14:00 Pacific Blue 
15:00 PSI Factor 
16:00 Star Trek-The Nexl 
Generation 
17:00 Early Edition 
18:00 Real TV 
1B:30 Water Rats 
19:30 Cupid 
20:30 Paradox 
21:30 Silk Stalking 
22:3Q The Premier Match 
00:30 Power 8 Jetport World 1998 




07:30 Local News 

07:35 Perspectives 
08:00 Link with . 
Ch.l for rhe News 
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TUESDAY, MARCH IS. 1999 
By Stella Wilder 

B orn today, you possess tremendous 
physical abilities. They can serve you 
well and bring you tremendous per- 
sonal and financial success provided 
you play your cards right and take 
advantage of the right opportunities 
at the right time. You mustn't make the mistake of 
thinking that you have to do everything the 


ENTERTAINMENT 23 


minute you're presented with something. Take 
tile time to pick and choose what is best for you, 
and this will guarantee your own success. You are 
a competitive, playful sort, and you er\joy a good 
game or contest whenever one comes your way. 
You are a good sport, and are able to win or lose 
as fate dictates. 

There are times when you may get bogged 
down in ideology, and you risk losing ground dur- 
ing such periods. The solution? Do things 


Decause they fee! right, not because they souna 
right or they are "supposed" to be donel Your 
instincts are keen and will almost always steer 
you in the right direction. 

Also born on this date are: Kate Nelligan, 
actress; Jerry Lewis, actor, comedian, and philan- 
thropist; Daniel Patrick Moynihan, statesman; 
Nancy Wilson, singer; Pat Nixon, U.S. first lad 


H O R O SCOPES 


PISCES . AilltiP TAURUS 

(FtyJ$i^rcl»20): (March 21-ApnllU): (Apill 20-May 20): 

a major You must strive to be ^ou can 9 si n a lotfrom 

iflSmiwflon tb the less self-indulgent today trusting those v/ho you 

S o? those and more servlce-orfenl- aTQ ^ used to trusting 

tgdfly. and ec j, What you do for olh- at th ' s time. Allowyour'- 
inyoive a erg will be returned to self to hS: trusted, tool. 

^p^J^rlflce of you In no time. Remember that honesty 

anykjnd. really 16 the best policy. 


MSN! GAMCF 11 

(Maygl-Juno 21); .(Jimp 22-juiy ?2): 

Someone must make You can shift your efforts, 
the llrst move toward an Info high gear today to 
important new agree- , ensure lasting progress 
rpspt ^ihy not and tlnanctal gains. Sharp 
you? Today, the opportu- your rewards yvith others., 
nlty.to ^g so will surely ' : r 


LEO 

(July f;3-^iig.S^> . 

Understanding and 
cooperation thus; pot 
be sacrificed today In 
the name of Immediate 
personal gains. 'Work 
together at Hits' timeti: 


A 23-Sept. 22): 

[If, 

'Caution Is advlssd 
ifte^pjarge sums ol 
|t«j6Vl*iln,lhe bal- 

iWj®Swnd|ust 

.Wtwoggnaiidcen- 


ijbra 

(Sopt. 23.1 M. 23): 

Change is certainly In 
the picture today, but 
how you react to it will 
make all the difference. 
Good does not automat- 
ically mean good, and 
bad does not imply badl 


TODAY! 
CLASS l| 


TOC’SKORNER, 
PSVCH1C DAMAGE 
EDmON 

Ibdimaninoff was saw 
Jtoptot by Cesar Gii on tills 
* 11 when tlie lesser 
‘"^■as'pait of his day Job 
•1 afe ■ put the following 
•> the. St. Petersburg 

conservatory in 


liked |tso mudi. 


1955, Erich 

teiiSL?! Berl11 ' StaK 

2r\°**8:tJiat««oornmu- 

J^tmtii* propaganda 
felt a sense 

i^*Mntular actions by the 




This is black Press 
Day. . .cum me moral i »£ the 

anniversary of (he founding, 
in New York in 1827. of 
“Freedom’s Journal, " the first 
black newspaper in the 
United States. 

© ® © © ® 3» • 

Today is Curlew Day.. .mark- 
ing the traditional arrival date 
for the long-billed curlew - 
that's a kind of bird - at the 
Umatilla National Wildlife 
Refuge In Oregon. 


It's Goddard Day... com- 
memorating the first liquid- 
fuel-powered rocket flight on 
this date in 192Q, devised by 
Robert Goddard, in Auburn. 


***** 
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Min. AN 

| HUIt.ik-THUR. 3:<m-5:0()| 

GALLLRIA 2 


SCORPIO SAGITTARIUS CAPRICORN AQUARIUS 

(Oot. 24-Mov. 21) (Nov.i22-Dcb. 21): (Uec, 2i!-Jan. 19): .(.Ipn ai-PefeHo): 

Your flexibility' and wilj- You'll gain great' strength Take advantage pf the you'll enjoy, renewed 

Ingness to take advice. today through family ties, little things today, and /interest Ir? a certain 

and criticism makes .you provided that you don't you may And that tho endeavor today, and 

an excellent candidate turn your back on those big things follow dose you will be able to pro- 

for lasting benefits reaching out to you, behind. .Don't limit your- ceed post-haste toward 
today. Open your mind. self at this time. a newly defined person-’ 

:'v ’ al'gbal. 


1 (1/0)10^'. wjl/tjtiin . 
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DANCE 
WITH ME 

3:30/6:30/8: 30/ J 0 : 3 O | 

GALLERIA I 
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PERFECT 

MURDER 
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GALLERIA 2 
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II CROSSWORD PUZZLE] 


movement 

45 u the 

Walrus" 

46 Org, for 
rural kids 

49 Coat arm 
51 Bends out 
54 Click beetle 
56 "ER” extras 
56 Where to 
put a coin 


commune 

5 Perfection, 
In gymnas- 
tics 

6 Craggy hill 

7 Wearied by 
dullness 

8 Utln 101 
verb 


enthusiastic 
13 HST's 
successor 
IS Dog tegs, 


UUUH QQEflllZfll 
fSHUBOS 
□HQ SUB WSEJU 

BUdEB EJHH HSU 
QBDQIIS UBO0HB 
BCJBDHEil BOUIldU 
[0 OB H00 UDHUIS 
HUBUStlU 
LOUSIJ 1SQS WWa 
UUMUUM HUMMlilU 
SHUinBB BHQOB0 


20 House, to 
Hernando 

21 Boxing 
strategy 

22 Reveal 

23 Rat— 
(drum 
sound) 

24 Except 

25 Egyptian 
goddess 

27 Part of 
UMW 

28 British 
weapon 

29 Souvlakl 
alternative 

31 More 
olrcum- 
apeot 

33 Cooking 
utensils 

38 Penna, or 
Grand 


Mood for 
Love" 

42 "The Waste 
Land” inlta. 

43 Contents of 
Pandora's 


46 Bother 

47 Fixed 
charges 

46 African fox 
60 Reunion- 

S oar, often 
ava a 
meal 

53 Sign at a 
sellout 
(abbr.) 


mum uauiBi mmuu 
mmmmu mum mam 


!!■■ !!■■■■ 


mmmm mmu mam 

mmuumu aammmu 
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TOM CRUISE 


paparazzo lias pleaded 
£ ^guilty to illegally inter- 
cepting a cellular phone 
call between actor Tom Cruise 
and his wife.. .actress Nicole 
Kidman... and selling informa- 
tion about the conversation to 


Los Angeles prosecutors say 
Eric ford faces up to five years 
in federal prison when he’s 
sentenced May 1 7th in federal 
court In LA. 

In the plea agreement, the 
self-employed photographer 
admitted he intentionally 
intercepted the phone call 
using an illegally modified 
police scanner,. .recorded the 
conversation...and sold infor- 
mation about It to News of the 
World and Globe 
Communications. 

Cruise has complained he 
and his family have been pur- 
sued on numerous occasions 
by the paparazzi. He was one 
of more than a dozen celebri- 
ties who backed federal legis- 
lation proposed last year to 
curb “privacy abuses and 
harassment" by paparazzi. 


Vj -(inner "Peter Pan" star Sandy 
]--.;Duncan is returning to rhe 
]! Broadway stage. But this time 
she'll actually be singing and danc- 
ing on it - instead of flying on a win? 
over it. 

On May 25th, Duncan will be 
raking over the role of Roxie Hart in 
the Tony Awntd-wintiing musical 
"Chicago.” Prior to her return to 
_ the Great White VWy, Duncan will 
perform the role in Boston from 
April 22nd through May 16th. 


S ' dio sources say mobster- 
imedy "Analyze This" 
mained the hottest movie 
in America this past weekend. The 
Wbmer Brothers release - starring 
Roberr De Niro and Billy Crystal - 
has benefited from strong word-of- 
mouth recommendation and the 
absence of rival adult-oriented 
comedies in die market. 

Sony's second weekend of 
“Cniel Intentions" finished in sec- 
ond place,..followed by MGM's 
opening of horror sequel "The 
Rage: Came 2. " which led four 
other debuts. 

Tile remaining upeners took die 
next four slots Jed by New Line's 
police drama “The Corruptor." 
Sony's family comedy "Baby 
Geniuses" followed...nosing out 
Michelle Pfeiffer's family drama 
“The Deep End of the Ocean" and 
20th Century Fox's science-fiction 
action-adventure "Wing 

Commander." 

Rounding out the top 10 are 
"The Other Sister"..."8 
Millimeter"., .and "October Sky." 


i-Vpy if 


Igarson! 
KANIN 
DIES 


H ollywood is mourning tin* 
loss of one of its most pro- 
lific writers anil directors. 
Garcon Kanin - a familiar face in 
Hollywood during the movie 
industry's so-called “Golden Fra" - 
died of heart failure in New York 
Saturday. He was 86. 

Kanin worked closely with many 
of the artists at RKO Pictures... 
including Katherine Hepburn and 
Ginger Rogers. He's best remem- 
bered, by some, ns die creator of 
tile Broadway play-tumed-motion 
picture "Bom 'festerday." 

With longtime wife and actress 
Ruth Gordon, Kanin wrote the 
Hepbum-TVacy vehicles "Adams 
Rib" and "Pat and Mike." His con- 
tributions to lire Hepbunv-Tmcy 
movie “Woman of die 'fear" helped 
die film win an Oscar in 1942. 


EX-MOUSEKETEER 

DARLENE 

IGILLESPIEI 


A l.os Angeles federal judge 
lias sentenced one of the 
briginal Mickey Mouse 
Club Mopseketeeis to two years 
in prison in connection with a 
securities fraud scheme. 

Darlene Gillespie has been 





BOMBSHELL AS BAYWATCH STAYS 

IN HAWAII 




ordered to report to prison on 
July 2firh, 

The 58-yeanold Gillespie w* 
charged with conducting a “fee 

riding" scheme In 1993 with to 

then-boyfriend Jerry Frasdia. 
They were accused of oideiing 
stocks without the intention or 
means of paying for tfe 
sliares...then lying to federal 
investigators about it. 

Gillespie • was convicted in 
December. Frasciiilla is currently 
serving an 18-month federal 
prison sentence after pleadmg 
guilty to rhe scheme. 

After last Thursday's sentene 
ing, Gillespie maintained her 
innocence. She also (old 
reporters that she and Frasdila 
were married January 2nd. 

GIZMORAMA 

rTAINT MAGNUM 

Reader Lynn wrote us to si 
about APIs and Plug-ins. 

Plug-Ins - those are die Inti? u 
fresheners liar you stick In an elec- 
trical socket. Not that kind, eh? 

Plug-Ins are programs which . 
augment nil existing application 
with a subordinate program 
designed to enliance lire origiid 
application. Plug-Ins add feaniies 
or (unctions without changing ih< 
original aiJplication. 

An Application Programmer 
lnterface...or API. is not a progtan 
but an interface to a program in 
which die application's controls « 
exposed to another programmer 
Interface is really die key wjj 
Jiere. A dassir example ofanAH 
amid be the Hayes AT comma* 
set. You use tlie command set 9* 
tax in various programs and in^ 
actively to control the. nW *^’ 
making it do your biddings* 
most of the time. 

SMBJYSnff 
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LOS ANGELES (AP) — Neurotic gang boss Robert De 
Niro and his therapist Bitiy Crystal held off a flood of 
new movies as “Analyze This" remained a top of the, 
box office chart for a second week. 

Appealing to older audiences in a market full of teen 
fare, "Analyze This" collected an impressive dlrs 15.7 
million, down just -1 5 percent from its debut weekend, 
according to industry estimates released Sunday. 

That placed the mob comedy far ahead of the sec- 
ond-place film, the belated horror sequel 'The Rage: 
Carrie 2,“ which opened with dlrs 7.4 million. 

“Cruel Intentions," a mean tale of love games star- 
ring Sarah Michelle Gellar, tumbled 46 percent in its 
second week to finish third with dlrs 7 million, accord- 
ing to studio estimates for gross receipts for Friday 
through Sunday. 

Final numbers were scheduled to be released 
Monday. 

“Ra^e," a follow-up to the original “Carrie" in 1976, 
led a whopping list of five new films that opened in 
wide release over Che weekend. But with a tepid per- 
iocation average of dlrs 3,237 and the usual short shelf 
life for horror pictures, '’Rage's" days may be num- 


bered. 

indeed, all the newcomers opened to fair to lacklus- 
ter business, and the box office overall was once again 
down - this rime 6.3 percent - from the same weekend 
last year when “Titanic" was sailing into record gross- 
es. 

One mild surprise was "Baby Geniuses,” a critically 
panned film about scientists who find that baby-talk is 
more than it seems. Apparently taking advantage of a 
lack of children’s movies in theaters, "Geniuses" far 
exceeded Sony’s modest expectations to open with 
dlrs 5.8 million. 

Of die other new movies, the police buddy film "The 
Corruptor," pairing Hong Kong action star Chow Yun- 
Fat with Mark Whhlberg, debuted with dfrs 5.9 million 
for fourth, the Michelle Pfeiffer kidnapping drama "The 
Deep End of the Ocean" opened with dlrs 5.6 million 
for sixth and the movie version of the popular comput- 
er game “Wing Commander" had dlrs 5 million for sev- 
enth. 

“The O.ther Sister," a love story about a mentally 
challenged couple, had dlrs 3.9 million for eighth, the 
disturbing thriller "8 mm" with Nicolas Cage continued 


its free-fall after a big opening with dlrs 3.6 million for 
ninth and the rocketry story “October Sky” continued 
to do steady business with dlrs 3.1 million For I Oth. 

Among the contenders for best picture Academy 
Award on March 2J, "Shakespeare in Love" had dlrs 2.8 
million and ‘Life is Beautiful" had dlrs 1.9 million. 

Here are estimated three-day weekend grosses at 
North American theaters: 

1. "Analyze This" dlrs 15.7 million. 

2. “The Rage: Carrie 2,” dlrs 7.4 million. 

3. "Cruel intentions," dlrs 7 million. 

4. "The Corruptor," dlrs 5.9 million, 

5. “Baby Geniuses," dlrs 5.8 million. 

6. "The Deep End of the Ocean," dlrs 5.6 million. 

7. "Wing Commander," dlrs 5 million. 

8. "The Other Sister," dlrs 3.9 million. 

9. "8mm," dlrs 3.6 million. 

10. "October Sky," dlrs 3.J million.* 

By MICHAEL FLEEMAN 


MUSEUM SHOW TO EXPLORE HITCHCOCK INFLUENCE 
ON CONTEMPORARY ART 


OXFORD (AP) — An exhi- 
bition exploring the influ- 
ence on contemporary art 
of master moviemaker 
Alfred Hitch cdck ls being 
put together by Oxford's 
Museum of Modem Art. 

The show, called 
“Notorious" after the 
1946 Hitchcock movie, 
will run from July 1 1-Oct. 
3 and then travel widely, 
with possible stops 
including Australia, Japan 
and Sweden. 


“We think it will be a 
unique celebration of 
Hitchcock in this centen- 
nial year uf his birth,” 
said museum’s 
American director, Kerry 
Brougher, fonner curator 
of the Museum of 
Contemporary Art in Los 
Angeles. 

In its announcement 
touting the show, the 
museum says. “Although a 
number of film directors 
such as Michelangelo 


Antonioni, Douglas Sirk, 
John Ford and Federico 
Fellini have clearly exert- 
ed a great influence over 
“artist?^! free! Wtchcoek is 
often cited as towering 
above all others.” 

The museum has com- 
missioned and selected 
work by 12 contemporary 
artists who are inspired 
by Hitchcock and who 
explore the themes that 
obsessed hi in - most 
notably fear - in works 


ranging from film clips to 
photographs to slide pro- 
jections to sound. 

The participating 

—artists — are-judith - Barry, - 

Cindy Bernard, David 
Reed and Cindy Sherman 
from the United States; 
Stan Douglas and Atom 
Egoyan from Canada; 
Pierre Huyglie and Chris 
Marker from France: 
Christian Marday from 
Switzerland; and John 
Bnidessari, Victor Burgin 


and Douglas Gordon from 
Britain. 

In addition. German 
filmmakers Matthias 
-Mueller and -Christoph 
Girardet are editing clips 
of Hitchcock’s films to 
demonstrate his 

approach to making 
movies. His I960 movie 
"Psycho" will run continu- 
ously. 

Hitchcock, who died in 
1980, is universally 
regarded as the supreme 


artist of cinematic sus- 
pense, from his first films 
in the 1920s such ns "The 
Lodger” and “Blackmail" 
through til "Strangers on 
a Train," "Rear Window" 
and “The Birds." 

Oxford's Museum of 
Modern Art lias an inter- 
national reputation for 
innovative exhibitions. 
Among its founders in 
1965 were sculptor Henry 
Moore and painter David 
Hockney. 



A motorblkor speeds past the lint blossoms on an almond tree 

In Ifartngen/ south wostom Germany. TomperafurOs around 20 | Daffodils in tho suns 
degreOs Calslai (68f) java a first taote of , spring In Oorranny's of spring. London's 4 
warmest region. : .= . (AP Photo) | slus (55P). 


A LOOK A 1 
COUNTRY 
MUSIC AND 

the people 
making it 

TODAYj 

CALLING HER NAME FROM 
THE OPRY stage 

TVish Yearwood told the 
audience at the Grand Ofe 
Opry Saturday night V "Fire 
done a lot of things in my life, 
so far, that have been wonder- 
ful, but this night takes the 
cake, and I’m really proud that 
you could all be here.” 
Yearwood spoke after being 
Inducted as the Opry's newest 
member. The reigning CMA 
and ACM Female Vocalist of 
the Year performed her lifts 1 
"Wrong Side of Memphis' and 
"She's In Love With The 
Boy’’... plus the Patsy Cline da* 
sic “Sweet Dreams"...during 
her first Opry performance as 
a full-fledged member. 

Backstage, a delighted 
Yearwood accepted congratu- 
lations and flowers Irani 
friends and fellow Opry mem- 
ber$...and introduced her par- 
ents and other faintly members 
whq'd joined her for i he 
evening. 

PATSY HAS ENTERED THE 
BUILDING 

Trisha Yearwood says she 

felt die presence of Patsy Cline 

as she stood on the Opry stage 
Saturday night and sang 
Cline’s haunting ‘Sweet 
Dreams." 

Moments before her perfor- 
mance, Yearwood accepted;* 
necklace once worn by thelate 
Opry legend. It was glvflt t® 
her by Cline's widower, Chariie 
Dick, and daughter, Jufc 
Fudge. - . 

As she sang SA* 11 
Dreams,” Yearwood stood on* 
circle or wood that'd.bm 
moved from 
Auditorium to the.C^W 

Opry Housc....a pl^ce PWJ 

Cline had performed 
her death 3^ years..ag^Vi i 


KINGS DEFEAT 
LAKERS 105-101 


yflAMENTO |AP) — Already missing Dennis Rodman, die Los 
^fjes Lakers lost their perfect record under Kurt Kambis on 
Sunday night asjason Williams' 2 1 points led the Sacramento Kings 
toa 105-101 win over the Lakers. 

It was the first loss for Los Angeles under Ram bis, who had tied 
si NBA record by winning his first nine gomes ns Lakers coach, 
todnwn was granted ail indefinite leave of absence for unspecified 
p^oiui reasons just as the Lakers began a six-game road trip. 


At Washington, Mitch Richmond scored 23 points and the 
Washington Wizards overcame a horrendous start Sunday to hand 
the Milwaukee Bucks their worst loss of the season. 

Jeff Mdnnis and Chris Whitney committed only one turnover 
between them as they subbed for Rod Strickland for the fifth 
straight game. Juwan Howard added 20 points and 1 1 rebounds, 
and Ben Wallace had a strong game off the bench with nine points 
and 13 rebounds for the Wizards. 


At Miami, Alonzo Mourning had 25 points and 11 rebounds as 
ik Miami Heat won their 10th straight home game and spoiled At Auburn Hil 
fephon Marbury’s New Jersey debut. points 111 ! he fo1 

Mabuiy, acquired from Minnesota on Friday in a rhree-teani str 2 r 8 T t victory. 


At Auburn Hills. Michigan, Mookie Blaylock scored nine of his 18 
points in the fourth quarter to lead rlie Atlanta Hawks to their third . 


fel, ltd the Nets with 2 1 points and five assists and played 
Uiami's Tun Hardaway to a virtual standstill. But New Jersey could 


The victory snapped Detroit’s six-game home winning streak. 
Steve Smith led Atlanta with 22 points, while Grant Hill had 27 


« Mich Mourning's inside presence end lose its seventh straight P oin “' 1 1 rebou ’“ ,s ara) sew " assists for Df troit ' 
pneand 13tli in 14 games. 


At New York, Larry Johnson scored 18 points and the New York 
lofts Anally finished a game with some flourish and possibly 
wed coach Jeff Van Gundy’s job. 

it was just the fourth victory in the last 10 games for the Knicks, 
riosc mediocre start marked by an alarming lack of effort and a 
wiaoflace-game flops lias reportedly put the coach's job in jeop- 
vij. 


rut.aia it. ru 

At Indianapolis, Rik Smlts had 14 of his season-high 28 points in 
die fourth quarter and combined with Reggie Miller to bring 
Wana back from a 10-point deficit in the final seven minutes, 
k ws Indiana's seventh consecutive victory over the Celtics and 
BMVenth straight over Boston at Market Square Arena. 


At Phoenix, Jason Kidd recorded his fifth rriple-double of the sea- 
son as the Phoenix Suns rallied from a 12-point deficit. 

Tom Gugliotta scored 17. Danny Manning had 15 and Clifford 
Robinson added 13 for the Suns, who won for the third time in 
eight games. Phoenix has won six of its last eight meetings against 
Houston. 

Charles Barkley scored 2 1 points. Hakeem Olajuwon had 1 7 and 
Sam Mack added 12 for the Rockets, who lost for the second time 
in their last seven games. 


At Seattle, Gary Payton scored 28 points and had 1 1 assists and 
Vin Baker added 23 Sunday as the Seattle SiiperSonics scored a sea- 
son-high 108 points. 

The Sonics won their second straight game and beat the Clippers 



Houston Rockets forward ScoHlo Pippen goes air 
borne whilo playing tho Phoenix Suns In the first 
half at America West Arena In Phoenix 14 March 
1999. The Suns won 104-90. 


RECOBA'S HAT-TRICK STUNS 
FIORENTINA; LAZIO DRAWS 


> at Landin', Hyd. Park • th* fir,! •igni 
laratur. cllmb.d «p t. 13 dogromt cl- 
: (AP Photo) 



wl«l in two free kick, before 
^ rac and added another 
*** goal Sunday as Venezia 
“““d Rorcntina 4-1, spotl- 
Gabriel Batistuta's return 
j® &de A action and leaving 
i Tontine star’s club in a 
****!/ do for second place, 
kwh, a Uruguayan who 
« only three goals all season 
Sunday, tallied In the 
J 1 mlnute and again in 
Vry time at the end of oBch 
the delight of 15,000 
^^wld-out Peneo Stadium 

J'*' did not take full advao- 
2* "fin rival', (tumble, set- 
T's Jot a o-o draw at last- 


Ifo club from the capital 
managed to inch closer to 
W title since 1974. With 
I T ® lmes remaining. Lazio 
5?r ak. P ? intS> a reason-high 
o f a trio of teams 
second: Rorentlna, AC 
T* and AC Milan. 

' Ws certainly a negative 


Fiorentina coach 
Giovanni TYapatroni said. “1 can 
only console myself with the 
fact that Lazio only picked up 
one extra point in the stand- 
ings." 

Juventus of "Birin, the two- 
time defending champion, 
stands fifth with 40 points. 

Elsewhere Sunday, Serlc A’s 
oldest player, Pietro 
Vlerchowod, who turns 40 next 
month, scored In Piacenza’s 2- 
0 win over Cagliari; Marco 
Schcnardi tallied a goal and an 
assist to lead Vicenza past 
Perugia 3-0, and Salemltana 
handed Sampdoria of Genoa a 
2-0 loss. 

In games playfed Saturday, 
Parma beat Bari 2-1; Milan 
drew 2-2 . with rival 
Internazlonale; Juventus edged 
Udlncse 2-1* and AS Roma- 
defeated Bologna 3-1. 

At Venice, Fiorentina (14-5-6)^ 
never looked like a club dub 
challenging for its first league 
title in 30 years. Venezia (8-7- 
10) controlled the pace and 


Rccoba provided the fireworks 
as the hosts won for the third 
time in four outings. His first 
goal came from 20 meters 
(yards), on a shot that left 
Fiorentina ’keeper Francesco 
Ibldo frozen as the ball nestled 
into the upper comer. 

After rookie midfielder 
Salvatore Mlcell made it 2-0 In 
the 42nd with his first career 
goal, the left-footed Recoba 
again fooled Ibldo, firing in a 
second free kick from a very 
tough angle. He wrapped op 
his hat-trick by stealing the 
ball from defender Giullano 
Falcone and dribbling along 
the end-line before slotting in 
With his right foot. 

Batistuta was rusty and left 
after 66 minutes. 

The Argentine had missed 
five weeks with a left leg injury 
and, with .Sunday's' game still 
1-0, tte had a , Wide-open chance 
to tie; it* Bur fie shot poorly, 
failing, to add tp his league- 
high 18 goals, and. created few 
other threats. . ‘ . : 


Venezia, playing in Serie A 
for the first time since the 
1966-67 season and buried in 
last place as recently as two 
months ago, picked up its sixth 
straight home win to move up 
to 10th In the 18-team stand- 
ings. 

Fiorentina, which beat 
Venezia 4-1 in Week 8, scored a 
meaningless goal on Carmine 
Esposito’s penalty kick with 
two minutes to play. 


At Empoli, the hosts (3-9-13) 
often .held all 11 playors 
behind midfield in a successful . 
bid to slow Lazio’s league-best 
attack (52 goals). Lazio (15-7-3) • 
extended' Its unbeaten streak - 
to 15 matches (12 wins, 3 • 
draws), but again had trouble 
with one of the league’s weak- 
lings. To earlier games against 
then-last-place 'teams, Lazio 
lost 1-0 at Salernltana.and 2<0 
at Venezia, . , 





SPORTS 

WATCH 
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HEBRON (AP) — A Palestinian man won the first Palestinian 
marathon Sunday in rhe Wesr Bank city of Hebron. 

Palestinian officials, -who organized the event together with 
international peace-keepers, said Israeli Jews had been barred 
from participating because their government has refused to imple- 
ment peace agreements. Officials acknowledged however that no 
Israeli Jews tried to register for the marathon. 

Nassim Handan, a 23-year-old Palestinian won the 8 kilometers 
(5 miles] race in approximately 13 minutes. 

Olympic gold-medallist Alberto Cova, who won the 1984 gold 
medal for die 1 ,000 meter race, ran with 1 ,500 other participants, 
mostly Palestinians, Israeli-Arabs and peace-keepers with the 
Temporary International Presence in Hebron. The Italian Cova, 
who retired in 1990. was invited by the Italian mission of TIPH. 

“Tli is event is about peace and since the Israeli government 
showed it is not interested in peace by freezing the agreements, 
we decided to keep them out," said Abdel Nasser Sharif, director 
of the Hebron branch of the Palestinian ministry of sports. 
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PELE LOOKING FOR FOREIGN 
PARTNERS TO FORM 
'SUPER LEAGUE' 
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DUBLIN (AFP) — Six people were injured when two masked men 
drove onto the pitch at a soccer match in Dublin on Sunday and 
opened fire, police said. 

A police spokesman would not speculate on the motive for the 
attack but it is not thought to involve paramilitaries and is more 
likely to be criminal-related. 

The spokesman said the injured had been taken to hospital but 
none had life-threatening injuries. 

“TVvo men wearing balaclavas drove onto the pitch on a motor- 
cycle when the match was in progress. 

"They first tired and injured a spectator and then they opened 
fire on the players. 

"One spectator and five players were injured in the incident." 

After the shooting, which happened at Bavvnogue, Cloud alkin, a 
suburb on the west of the city, the men escaped on the motorbike. 

Sports MlnisrerJIm McDaid condemned the attack as “an outra- 
geous assault on people out enjoying a game oF football on a 
Sunday afternoon." 


INGLEWOOD, California (AP) — Dennis Rodman is taking an Indef- 
inite leave from the Los Angeles Lakers for unspecified personal 
reasons, rhe team confirmed Sunday. 

The flamboyant U.S, NBA star missed practice Saturday and was 
not on the team’s flight to Sacramento for Sunday night's opening 
of a road trip of six games in nine days. 

"He's got non-basketball personal issues he’s attending to," 
team spokesman Tom Savage said. “He’s talked to the coaches. 
He's definitely gone." 

Savage said Rodman did not indicate to the team what the per- 
sonal issues involved. 

On Saturday, Lakers spokesman John Black said team executives 
Jerry West and Mitch Kupchak would not comment on the Rodman 
situation. 

Rodman did not indicate when he might' rejoin the team, coach 
Kurt Rambis said Saturday. 

"Will he be on the road trip? I have no Idea," he said. “You're 
asking me hypothetical questions for which I have no answers." 

Rodman, accompanied by two bodyguards, arrived at the 
Lakers' training site Saturdayafternoon as practice was ending. He 
had a brief conversation with Rambis behind the gymnasium at 
Southwest College and then drove off in his white Mercedes-Benz. 

Rodman, the NBA’s premier rebounder of the 1990s, who played 
on two championship teams in Detroit and three more with 
Chicago, has helped the Lakers to a Ifrgame winning streak since 
signing with the team Feb. 20. 

He has averaged 10.3 rebounds in nine games but sat out' the 
second half of Friday night’s gaipe against Gplden State because of 
a sore elbow. He also missed practice' Monday. ' 


RIO DE JANEIRO |AP) — Former soccer star 
Pele is seeking foreign partners to invest in 
a “super league" independent from Brazil's 
soccer confederation, the Folha de Sno 
Paulo newspaper reported Sunday. 

Pele says he will approach Brazil's best 
clubs to join the league, which will be run 
by the Milan-based Media Partners 
International and his Pele Sports 8i 
Marketing. Capita! would come from for- 
eign investors, who would be given shares. 

The creation of such a league became 
possible only after Congress approved a 
law last year bearing Pele's name. The Pele 
Law forces soccer teams - long considered 
non-profit social associations - to become 
businesses. 

Most important, the law abolishes the ■ 
reserve clause that binds players to clubs 
and allows teams to form independent 
leagues, diluting the power of the Brazilian 
Football Confederation. 

Poor management and bad business 
practices have caused slumping attendance 


and growing debts in Brazilian soccer. 
While top European clubs play once a week 
to packed stadiums and big TV audiences, 
top Brazilian teams suit up three times a 
week or more just to pay the bills. 

“We are sad and depressed when we look 
at Brazil, a huge country with so many 
opportunities," Media Partners Director 
Peter Ekelund told the newspaper Sunday. 

Last year, superstar Ronaldo, who plays 
for Internazionale, told reporters, "I would- 
n't return to Brazil now for any offer. It's a 
shame there's so much disorganization.” 

Pele hopes his law will turn today's ama- 
teurish outfits into efficient, modern cor- 
porations by the end of 2000 when all clubs 
are expected to finally become companies. 

By that time, club directors will be sub- 
ject to commercial laws and taxes and must 
file financial statements or be removed or 
punished For incompetence. Private 
investors might even hold majority control. 

Getting the Pele Law through Congress 
rook most of Pele's four years as sports 


minister under President Fernando 
Henrique Cardoso. Pele personally lobbied 
legislators to avoid amendments that 
would have diluted the bill. 

Pele says sports now account for just 0.1 
percent of Brazil's gross domestic product, 
compared wit!) 4 percent in nations where 
sports are professionalized. He says if it 
reaches 2 percent, it could create a million 
jobs. 

In the meantime, the former star player 
and his Milan-based associates have con- 
tracted the Getulio Vargas Foundation, a 
prestigious Rio think tank to research the 
economic impact of their proposed super 
league. However, they have reportedly 
postponed the study until the current eco- 
nomic crisis stabilizes. 

Pele, whose real name is Edson Arantes 
do Nascimento, retired as a player in 1077 
after helping Brazil win three World Cup 
titles. He became a prosperous business- 
man and is currently coaching young play- 
ers for his old Santos team. 


SPANISH SOCCER SCORES 


MADRID (AP) — Rivaldo scored 
twice in the first half and 
Patrick Kluivert added a goal as 
Barcelona beat Espanyol 3-0 on 
Sunday to stay four points 
ahead of Valencia at the top of 
the Spanish first division. 

The Brazilian's first goal 
came in the 16th minute on a 
wild, bouncing shot that hit the 
crossbar and dropped straight 
down. Rivaldo converted a 
penalty in the 29th after Jose 
Rojo was called for grabbing 
Kluivert . 

Kluivert made it 3-0 in the 
52nd minute by using his chest 
to control a pass from Luis Figo, 
then slam It home with his left 
foot while falling backward. 

The victory gave Barcelona 
50 points, four more than sec- 
ond-place Valencia, which beat 
Beds 1-0 on Saturday. 

Except for fifth-place 
Deportivo, the rest of top six 
teams also played Saturday and 
all kept their place in the stand- 
ings. Celta beat Zaragoza 1-0 to 
hang on to third, and Mallorca 
remained fourth with a 2-1 vic- 
tory over Atletico Madrid. 

Real Madrid rallied to a 3-1 
victory over Racing Santander, 
its second straight victory 
under new coach John Tosliack, 
and stayed in sixth place. 

in other games Sunday In the 
26th week of the season, which 
saw only 16 goals scored, Thru 
Flores and Djalma Feitosa led 
Deporffvo la Coruna to a 2-0 
victory over Tenerife. 

Villarreal and -Oviedo played 



scoreless tie, 

Valladolid and Real Sodedad. 
Athletic Bilbao beat Salamanca 
1-0, and Extremadura defeated 
Alaves by the same score. 


Tenerife 0 . 

in La Coruna, Deport ivo dom- 
inated a .Tfenerife teani; that 


played a conservative, defense- 
oriented style throughout the 
game and failed to adjust even . 
after Argentina’s Flores scored 
in the 41st minute on a pass 
From Feitosa. 

Tenerife came to life In the 
final minutes of the game, only 
to. See Deportivo clinch the 
game on a penalty converted by 


SYDNEY INVESTIGATION FINDS 
BREACHES OF IOC RULES 


Feitosa in the 85th minute. 


The teams were hampered by 
a steady downpour that jloued 
the pace or the game. Bmh 
squandered chances to score in 
this battle of bottom-half 
learns. 

ypllf.rialld 0. Raul 
gqciedad (L 

( ln Valladolid. Real Sodedad 
came out strong even though it 
was missing three starters due 
to injury but the game quickly 
turned into a dull defensive bat- 
tle. 

mhitni ,,Bllfa °° L 

SfllflfflflDfll 8 - 

A header ty Roberto 

won the game for A*® 
Bilbao in tile 83rd minute. 1 
Basque side had come close lo 

scoring In the 34di minute"' 

header by TxominNagore IN 

was saved by striker 
Vellisca. That wss the oW 
scoring threat in the m* 

In the second period AlhW 

Aitor Larraaabalmissed apt* 

ty kick foMhe. second vreet! 

row. 

ETTtrrir"‘ jurg - L 

, ; ■ AlflBlJjL 

A crowd of 

watched .this battle ^ 

teams fadng demorion ® ^ 
second division. . ^ 

Argentine u fot 


jflNEY (AP) — Ireland's Kevin OTIanogan and 
Oenmaik's Niels Holst-Sorensen became the larest 
jflflytjonaJ Olympic Committee members to be 
jaitfd of breaking its rules, when a report into 
(jtoty's successful bid for the 2000 Games was 
phased Monday, 

independent auditor Tom Sheridan (bund 
Sjdney guilty of "numerous breaches" of guide- 
ta but found no evidence of corruption or 
!nfcry 

He criticized the IOC's rules governing bids, 
iqing ihey were "unworkable and have fallen inro 
{■repute and are almost completely ignored by 
tfdidate cities." 

Although Sheridan outlined the lavish hospital- 
tyand gift giving that won Sydney the bid, orgn- 
inog committee (SOCOG) president Michael 
kegiitsaid the report showed there was “no cum- 
pinxi between what occurred in Salt Lake City 
(Mat Sydney did to win rhe 2000 Games." 

Nine IOC members have resigned or been 
i-ipelled in the wake of the inquiry into Salt Lake 
: fty's bid for the 2002 Winter Games and the . 
tfwy scandal has seen action taken against 20 
rdnben. 

Sheridan said Holst-Sorensen and his wife trav- 
iled from Copenhagen to Paris to watch the 1993 
fadi Open tennis final at the invitation of ' 
uualian IOC official and bid ream member Phil 
fok Their air Travel and "associated expenses" 
prepaid for by Sydney's bid company. ' 
Holst-Sorensen said Monday the trip was given 
h him by Coles but he did not believe it broke 
AC regulations. 

'to it is correct that I received a free irip." 


Holst-Sorensen told The AP in Denmark. He said 
he informed Sheridan's inquiry but had not spo- 
ken about the matter to the IOC. 

flic Sydney bid company also paid for 
OTIanagan and bis brother to travel from Dublin 
to London for rhe 1992 Wimbledon tennis final. 
Sydney paid their air travel, accommodation, the- 
ater tickets and other costs. 

“In my view, these trips are apparent breaches 
of the guideline which prohibits the giving of ben- 
efits ... in excess of a total of U.S. 5200" Sheridan 
said in the report. 

Coles, named in the Salt Lake City ethics inquiry 
for treating site visits like vacations, was recom- 
mended for a severe censure by the IOC last week. 

There were several other IOC delegates named 
in the Sydney investigation, but their cases had 
been documented previously. 

Swaziland member David Sibandze. who 
resigned after being named in the Salt Lake City 
inquiry, was named in the Sydney report after - his 
daughter Nomsa received about Australian 57,000 
(U.S. 54,400) to study in Australia. Sibanze's son 
Sibo was given a job with Salt Lake City's 
Economic Development Office. 

Sydney officials also played a role in the immi- 
gration to Australia of the daughter and son-in- 
law of Romanian IOC member Alexandm Siperco. 
arranged a job interview for the son of Tunisian 
delegate Mohamed Mzaii, found work for rhe son 
or Finnish delegate Peter Tallberg and sought to 
arrange work for a relative of Algeria's Mohamed 
Zerguini. 

Sheridan said Sydney's breaches of the IOC 
guidelines included the value of gifts given to IOC 


EGYPT'S HASSAN 
HITS HAT-TRICK 


rwWBBURG (R) — Evergreen 
f -'I»an striker Hossam Hnssnn 
his rich vein of scoring 
Into the African 
“*PW League during tile 
’“taut, notching a hat-trick 
HAIAhlibcat Maji Maji 3-0 in 
'*“* at the start of this 
-vi tournament. 

was inspirational Tor 
'vlgyptlsn champions in Dnr- 
t'klttm on Saturday In their 
jy. first leg game and 
“PteiKd the potential or 
^ dub in the latest edl- • 
? ,f ro ”tlncnt’s premium 
““'"tipHitioit. 

JJ* hit-trick came just a 
arter Hassan scored the 
, * goal tiiat secured a 
successive domestic 
Swaihlp for A] Ahli, 

m ° H sllcceS5f W 
“"'mean soccer history, 
^jwas also joint leading 
m last year's 

2 toons Cup, where he 
tot to the tide. 

™'ha win came on a fre. 
° f acrton 
deirj^jlnaiittireeofthe 
^Wtions. 

League title 
r 0, «KA bidjan sufrered 


a 1-0 duTe.it away at PC 1 05 
Libreville of Gabon on Sunday 
bur there were good wins for 
several of the other pre-tourna- 
ment favorites. 

Last year's mnners-up 
Dynamos of Zimbabwe scored 
three goals in the second-half 
to register a convincing 3-0 win 
away at Lesotho Defense Force 
in Maseru on Sunday. 

Fnycal Ben Ahmed scored 
twice for Tunisia's lispei nnce in 
a 2- 1 away win over Al Maltnll 
of Libya on Friday while South 
African champions Mamelodi 
Sundowns won by the same ■ 
scoreline in driving rain in 
Rlantyre on Sunday against 
Malawian hosts Telcom 
Wanderers. 

In the Cup Winners’ Cup, 
four former African champions 
all registered wins with- 
Orlando Pirates rite most con- 
vincing in their 6-0 thrashing of 
Botswana Defehce Force in 
Johannesburg oh Saturday. 

There were also victories for 
Royal Armed Forces of 
Morocco, Club AfriCahv of 
Tlinisia and Ghana’s fabled 
AsanreKotoko.-. . 

All these achievements, how- 


ever, were overshadowed by 
Mathare United of Kenya, the 
team made up of former street 
children who marked their 
African debut with a 2-0 win 
over Bata Bullets of Malawi in 
Nairobi on Saturday. 

The side from Nairobi's slum 
district captured the conti- 
nent's imagination with their 
win in the Kenyan cupjate last 
year and continued the fairy- 
tale with two goals in five min- 
utes late in the game at the 
Moi - International Sports 
Center. • 

Alfred Cltenge and Athman 
Ngqiwa scored the goals for the 
team recently promoted to the 
top league in Kenya. 

There was .one surprise in 
the CAF ..Cup as Wydad 
Casablanca of Morocco were 
held M at hoine by Libya's Al 
Ahli. ; •' /' 

Libyan dubs were making' 
•their return to the African cups 
after eight years of Isolation 
enforced by the United Nations 
sanctions oh the north African 
country.- y . . „ . J ' 

The return legs of all the first 
round ties will be played qn the 
x weekend of March 26-28. , . 


delegates, rhe duration of visits, the number of 
overseas trips made by Sydney bid members to 
lobby IOC officials and assistance in finding jobs 
for delegates' families. 

He said he also was concerned by the Australian 
Olympic Committee's involvement in African 
training schemes. 

AOC president John Coates has admitted paying 
about U.S. 535.000 each to delegates from Kenya 
and Uganda on the night before the 1993 decision 
to award Sydney the games. 

Those payments were part of almost U.S. 1 .3 
million spent on II African National Olympic 
Committee and which may have come in part from 
public money. 

Sheridan said rhe timing of agreements with 
the African NOCs indicated "they were entered 
into with the intention of influencing the votes of 
the IOC members." 

Bur he concluded there was no breach of IOC 
guidelines because the arrangements did not 
involve the giving of benefits to IOC members or 
their families. 

Knight and the SOCOG board ordered the 
inquiry by the former state auditor general fol- 
lowing the news from Salt Lake's inquiry. 

“Mr. Sheridan and his team compiled a waits 
and all report. I'm glad there weren’t too many 
warts," Knight said. 

Sheridan said tli.tr “red carpet treat mein" for 
IOC members was enshrined in IOC guidelines 
and ir the Sydney bidders didn't deliver, “they may 
not have necessarily achieved that objective.” of 
winning the Games. 

Sheridan also detailed the names »l delegates 
who stayed longer ill. m the guidelines allow lor 
visits to a bidding country, or for side (rips. 

Twelve IOC members overstayed oi took side 
trips, including visits to the northern Australian 
tropical resort tmvn of Port Douglas, Paris. 
Singapore and Bangkok. They wore usually accom- 
panied by Coles, the report said. 

But SOCOG board member Nick Greiner said 
the bid team encouraged IOC delegates to take 


Michael Knight, Australia's Minister lor 
the Olympics, plays down the findings of 
an Independent investigation Into 
Sydney's bid to host the 2000 Olympic 
Games, at the headquarters of the 
Sydney Organising Committee for the 
Olympic Oames (SOCOO) 15 March, 1999. 
The report found broaches of the IOC 
guidelines which Knight said bore no 
comparison with Salt Lake City's bid to 
host the 2002 Winter Olympics, 
side (rips, knowing They were outside die guide- 
lines, to break up the long journey to and from 
Australia. 

"The idea that we would give rhein lire bool on 
day five if they wanted lei stay foi day six is ridicu- 
lous Greiner said. 

"It was clearly rhe case that the guidelines vveie 
somewhere between a dead letter mid a nonsense 
and the bid cities treated them that way." 
Sheridan had access to more tlum 3,000 files bin 
added 221 had been destroyed or were missing. 


INTERNAL TURMOIL, INJURIES 
COULD HURT INTER MILAN 


ROME (AP) — It's not just the two -goal deficit. 

Internazionale of Milan has plenty of ocher 
problems to overcome in its Champions Cup 
quarterfinal Wednesday against Manchester 
United. Injuries, an apparent lack of strategy 
and internal turmoil arc all worries. 

And they show up on tile scoreboard. 

In its last eight games overall, including the 
2-0 first-leg cup defeat at Manchester two 
weeks ago, the dub has lost six games and 
drawn two; 

"If we play like we did (this weekend) we’jl 
definitely lose against Manchester," Portuguese 
midfielder Paulo Sousa said. "Our team is miss- 
ing a style of play and organization. Nobody 
knows where he’s supposed to be, and that’s 
very bad at this level," 

"It's rtbt enough to put I i flayers on the field 
and say, "Go on, play.’" . 

1 With a series of health problem*, finding the- 
right 1 1 players has been hard enough for doach 
Mircea Lucescu, who took over -for the fired 
Ltiigl Simon! halfway through the season. /, 

Most importantly, Ronaldo has been ip and 
our of the lineup with knee tendinitis and 
skipped' practice Monday because of a. bad 
headache, a team spokesman said, gut the two- 
time FIFA World Player of the Year should be 
ready to go Wednesday. , ' , : 


He would start up front alongside sparkplug 
Ivan Zamora no of Chile, but it's not clear how 
Long Ronaldo will last. The Brazilian played only 
45 minutes in Saturday's 2-2 draw with city rival 
AC Milan, his first Serie A start since Jan. 17. 

"We are all happy that Ronaldo is back," 
Sousa snid, "but he alone can not put us in the 
semifinal." I 

Veteran striker Roberto Baggio and winger 
Francesco MoilerO, the two players other than 
Ronaldo most capable of creating scoring 
chances, are also at less than 100 percent. It is 
likely one will be on the field for kickoff and the 
■other will enter as a substitute. 

Brazilian midfielder Ze Elias (sprained right 
ankle) and captain Giuseppe Bergotni Istomach 
virus) are ?lso nursing health problems that 
could . keep them off the field Wednesday. 

The Premier Lfcngue leaders have just one real 
lineup doubt. Starting 'keeper Peter Schmeichti 
has been suffering from : the flu and left 
Saturday’s win at Newcastle at lialftiine. . • ' , 
Striker Andy Cole was limping at the epd Of 
that game, but isn’t considered doubtful. . ! 

The hbme factor could provide a bpoit for. 
Inter, with 80 ( O0<!) fans expected at sold-out San 
Slro Stadium. Manchester Unl^jj has lost all six I 
•; of Its’ previous Europeaiv; cUp games In Italy, I 
Including ttyb at'SeH Slid, ■ ' . • .. .> ■ •... .. | 






30 MISCELLANEOUS 


FEARS OF A CLOWN I WHAT'S WRONG WITH 

n Williams has mastered l/re itamagerl would snv. "I've played a shitload of cow* 'Downs kid', and talks with whal appears were on acid*. g| H mm m ^ 
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Robin Williams has mastered the damaged 
doctor tale, but is his own ego too fragile to 
step outside sentimental blockbusters? 
Robin Williams, financially the second 
most successful comedian in the world, 
walks Into a Loom to meet the British 
press. Moments later he disappears, hid- 
ing himself behind a buffer of comedy - 
jokes, voices, gestures, contortions. He is 
meticulously dapper, in a pi nsD iped jack- 
et and shiny trousers, clothes a footballer 
might wear on a panel show. He wears 
large, elaborate rings. He sits down on a 
chair; moments later, he is up and darting 
around, speaking in a strangled voice. 
Tlie first lOor 1 2 jokes are about Clinton, 
his wife, his dog, and Jerry Springer. He is 
a stand-up comedian looking for his 
range. 

Underneath it all, you can see lie’s 
very shy. He moves from Joke to joke very 
quickly. He started off as an improvisa- 
lional comedian. He says, in a -threaten- 
ing, white-trash accent, 'Make me laugh, 
smart boy!' That’s how he feels as a 
comedian. He talks about a man who had 
a relationship with a Shetland pony. Then 
lie puts a microphone to his throat and 
does a routine about the tobacco lobby, 
speaking in a creaky voice. His comic per- 
sona is a gun which he trains on us, occa- 
sionally slipping it back in the holster. 

His recent film career has been in the 
mainstream. In Awakenings, Williams 
played a good-natured psychiatrist; In 
Nine Months, he was the comic Russian 
gynecologist who delivered Hugh Grant's" 
baby; in Good Will Hunting, he won an 
Oscar as a psychiatrist whose wife had 
died, making him vulnerable. Last year, in 
What Dreams May Come, a film about 
the afterlife, Williams played a bereaved 
doctor in heaven. Right now, he is in 
England promoting Patch Adams, a story 
about a doctor who. having suffered from 
depression, helps his patients by making 
them laugh. 

Williams says. ’Well, John Wayne 


would say, "I've played a shitload of cow- 
boys." ’ He says it in a cowboy voice. 

Williams's comedy used to be about 
mania and free association: he was good 
at making odd, incongruous remarks, 
one after the other. His style has been 
called ‘kamikaze humor, Inspired in part 
by tlie zany stand-up Jonathan Winters, 
who also inspired Williams's friend John 
Belushi. Williams was the alien Mork in 
the successful television series Mork and 
Mindy. In die early 1980s, lie had a bad 
cocaine habit and was a manic, hit-or- 
miss presence in movies. Popeye. for 
instance, bombed; The World According 
to Carp was a moderate success. In 
1988's Good Morning. Vietnam, directed 
by Barry Levinson, he played a disc jock- 
ey, and in the process hit a magic combi- 
nation defined by the film critic Pauline 
Knel as a mixture of ‘sanctimoniousness 
and comedy'. Patch Adams, which is 
doing phenomenally well in America, is 
the ultimate example of this mixture. 

Of die new film, he says, 'It may not 
work in England. If it's sentimental for 
people, I can't apologize for it. ft is what 
it is.’ Wliat it is, in Tact, is a perfectly craft- 
ed sentimental film. It is schmaltzy In the 
extreme. A suicidal man admits himself 
to a mental institution; later he checks 
out, having decided to become a doctor. 
Later still, he walks through hospital 
wards, telling jokes to patients. The 
establishment disapproves. In the end, lie 
Is hauled up before a tribunal, accused of 
‘excessive happiness’. It's based on a tree 
story. 

At times, something Hinny happens to 
Williams's face: he is an expert at simper- 
ing, at expressing vulnerability. He keeps 
looking crumpled and crashed. It is the 
schmaitziest look I've ever seen; it seems 
to come naturally to him. It is. I think, 
part of his true demeanor. He has only 
once played a bad guy, in The Secret 
Agent. He mentions the real-life Patch 
Adams, who lie watched downing with a 


‘Downs kid 1 , and calks with what appears 
to be genuine reverence. Tlie face crum- 
ples. Adams, lie says, ‘really had an 
effect'. His voice softens, perfectly, on the 
word ‘elfect’. 

This is where he seems happiest: at 
the juncture between comedy and good- 
heartedness. He is, ( think, too vulnerable 
to base his career on pure comedy, like lie 
used to. Now the sentimental block- 
buster has entered the modem age, with 
swearing and shouting permitted - at one 
point his character makes a joke about 
Uranus - he has found a perfect resting 
place, even if he hopes it Is temporary. He 
says wliat lie really wants to do is go back 
on the comedy circuit. 

Williams tells a story about meeting a 
Nobel laureate who had done some cru- 
cial cancer research and who asked him 
wliat he did. It's a moment of modesty. 
He says that when he visited Christopher 
Reeve, he donned the persona of a 
Russian proctologist and said, 'Hello, I'm 
going to have to put my finger in your 
ass.' He makes a joke about the Pope fart- 
ing. Suddenly be finds himself doing 
- some Islamic chanting. He ululates. He 
does a routine about 'Henry Kissinger’s 
phone-sex line'. He is in dangerous terri- 
tory now, moving towards kamikaze 
humor. He says, in a Kissinger voice, 'Yes. 
I’m playing with it now.’ Everybody's 
attention is on him - or rather, on the 
mask he is wearing. 

Later I meet him alone, save for a burly 
minder who sits quietly in the corner of 
the room. Another minder waits outside 
the door. The minders stay close to 
Williams at all times. He tells me the 
story of his life. ‘1 was bom in Chicago to 
a very intense father and a very comical 
mother,* he says. His father was an auto- 
mobile executive. Williams was an only 
child. At one point, they lived in a 40- 
room mansion In Detroit. Williams was 
lonely. His family moved to San Francisco. 
At his high school, ‘even my teachers 


were on acid'. 

He describes school as ‘being outside 
of it nil, and trying to find a way in’. He 
talks about ‘lwo types of bullies, physical 
ones who would kick the shir our of you, 
and then there were the mental ones 
who were studying advanced calculus in 
seventh grade'. Did he hold liis own? 'No, 
not at that time. 1 was kind of... strug- 
gling.' He tells me that, at the beginning 
of high school, he began to find ‘things I 
really enjoyed, like wrestling'. He was the 
outsider who became an athlete to raise 
bis self-esreem; he still loves running, 
which has, he says, become a spiritual 
experience for him. 

At college, he studied political science, 
but 'found improvisntional theatre, and 
that was the joy of my life', and 'fell in 
love, but she fell in love with someone 
else’. In the 1970s, he became a stand-up 
comedian, got the part as Mork and tried 
to establish himself in movies, on the 
edge of burnout for years. Sometimes he 
gave performances on impulse at the 
Comedy Store in Hollywood, appearing 
in the early hours, as a form of therapy. 

Williams took cocaine with John 
Belushi hours before Belushi died of an 
overdose in 1 982; this was one of tlie rea- 
sons lie denned up. He testified before 
the grand jury investigating Belushl’s 
death, having agreed that he would not 
be asked about his own use of drugs. 
Quoted in Wired, Bob Woodward’s book 
on John Belushi. Williams said of his 
lifestyle during his drug period, ‘Oh, 
man... you run that speed... Get your shit 
together.' 

He tells me that his drug-taking peri- 
od 'helps me appreciate now. 1 realize 
what I was medicating myself with. ! was 
trying to avoid contact. Coke for me was 
a kind of buffer. Now 1 don't need a 
buffer.' I ask him If he took heroin. He 
pauses momentarily and says, ‘01? God, 
do I remember? If 1 did, ! don't remember 
it. I never injected It. Ifl did, I might have 


smoked it.' Now, he says, he is twtob} 
He won't allow himself a tingle gfajj of 
wine in case it leads to another. 

He lives in San Francisco with htssee 
ond wife, the half-Finnish, half-Filipino 
film producer Marsha Garces, his former 
nanny. They have two children, Zelda and 
Cody. Williams has a teenage sen, 
Zachary, from his first marriage tolfctoie 
Vfelardl. He is, he tells me, still shy. He par- 
ticularly likes the sort of acting he did in 
Mrs Doubtfire. 'It's like puppeteering.’he 
says. 'It’s like mask work. You’re free.foj 
really are. You're not yourself! There’s iu 
constraints, it goes back to wliat you 
were saying about awkwardness. You're 
totally free to be someone different, And 
it's wonderful.’ 

Tlie critics, I think, will not like Patch 
Adams. As in Wliat Dreams May Cow. 
there is a moment when Willioms's char- 
acter, the sad doctor with the crumpJirg 
face, stands at the edge of a cliff and con- 
templates the infinite. Williams says that 
lie does not think he has been suickbl 
himseir - ‘and ifl have, I've blocked if. At 
the end of our conversation, lie tells i 
joke about a man with cerebral palsy 
somehow, his own vulnerability allow 
him- to get away with it, even when he 
twists his tongue to portray a speech 
defect. 

He says lie's beginning to think mw 
about death. Especially when lie visits the 
doctor and ‘they put the camera up your 
ass'. He's serious. He has regular check- 
ups. He says there are lots of things Ik 
wants to do. Of death, lie say's, k il 
something in my mind? Vfcs. Am I ready 
to go now? No.’ 

By William Leim 


. » rhen l realized my sons were 
| A /learning sexism as they 
V V learned sports, I decided to 
oh a stand. 

Iiiarted out watching my sons’ 
pesand practices Just to cheer the 
bays on. but I quickly learned anoth- 
<f important reason to be there. 1 
M that, as often as not, while the 
coaches showed the kids how to 
doot a basket, throw a strike or 
in d a soccer ball, they were' also 
mdiingthem to regard girls as info- 
rm to boys. 

The coed basketball program was 
fcwont offender. For three weeks I 
•itched as the coaches belittled the 
fils end humiliated the boys by say- 
rj they were “playing like girls.” 
Ih 7-year-olds' division was about 
J] percent girls. In the 10-year-olds' 
iusion there were no girls. Clearly, 
frywmso discouraged by that age 
fin they gave up. 

One typical Saturday morning the 
wi rang with shouts as four groups 
.U-year-olds excitedly waved their 
nuaiid urged their teammates to 
■Jiy.lt was a relay dribbling race in 
T j younger son's practice. 


An all-girl team won against three 
other teams, all of which were made 
up exclusively or mostly of boys. As 
the last girl came to the finish, her 
teammates jumped up and exploded 
into cheers. A sinirk came over the 
coach’s face. He stood in the middle 
of the gym with a hand on one hip. 
“Arc you going to let a bunch of girls 
beat you?” lie roared at the boys. 

The message was dean if the girls 
won, it was because the boys hadn't 
been trying hard enough. The girls 
should feel no pride* in their victory 
because it was a fluke. The natural 
order of things was that the boys 
should be superior to the giris-and 
be ashamed if they weren't. 

The girls giggled uncertainly. The 
boys looked at each other sheepishly 
and shrugged. The fathers, helping 
out on the floor, smiled. The moth- 
ers. sitting on (he sidelines, showed 
no reaction. 

But 1 was riled, and I wasn't going 
to take it. For three weeks the direc- 
tor of the program had been asking 
for a volunteer ro coach the 10-year- 
olds, and no one had come forward. 
When he made the appeal again at 


the end of practice, I said I'd do it. 
He looked shocked, but he could 
hardly say no. The alternative was to 
cut 10 kids from the program, and he 
knew it. 

But it wasn't going to be that sim- 
ple. No sooner had I picked up the 
assignment than men swooped in to 
take it away from me. A big mail 
standing neartiy pushed his way 
between me and the program direc- 
tor. “Ron can run the practices.” he 
said. “He just can'r be there for the 
games on Saturdays because he has 
to work." Ron joined in: “You could 
be there for the games, and some- 
times I'll be able to coach them, too, 
if I rearrange my lunch hour." I went 
home and seethed. Ron would have 
been a fine coach if he had seen fit to 
volunteer on his own. But he hadn't. 
Ron never would have tried to use a 
man the way he was proposing to 
use me, and I was not willing to be 
used. I pulled myself together, called 
Ron and told him thanks but no 
thanks. If I was going to be the 
coach, I wanted to run the practices 
myself. 

Then I got busy. I knew next to 


mmm 


nothing about basketball (neither did 
most of the fathers who were coach- 
ing). but I gave myself a crash course. 
I read books. I attended every game 
the local hlgh-school team played. I 
watched the game on TV every day. 

At first I could only recognize the 
obvious: the fast break, the slam- 
dunk. But before long I noticed the 
finer points-the fake, the curl, the 
pick-and-roll. At home my kids and f 
talked basketball day and night. I 
researched and watched and learned 
and developed drills and plays. ( was 
so enthusiastic I even allowed my 
sons to dribble basketballs in the liv-f 
ing room. 

Before each of our games, the ref- 
erees would ask the coaches for a 
roster of the players. My assistant 
was a man, and they approached him 
first every time. 

"That’s the coach over there," be 
would say, pointing to me. The refs 


would turn and scan the gym for 
another man. When they realized I 
was the one they were looking for, 
their eyebrows would shoot up. Or 
they’d break Into a grin. Or their 
faces would freeze. 

Out on the court the boys would 
be warming up. "Watch this, Coach," 
they'd call to me, eager to show off 
their fanciest moves, raking three- 
point shots or dribbling between 
their legs. "You guys are looking 
good," I’d say, and they would beam 
with pride. To them 1 was no differ- 
ent from any other coach. 

When i watched my younger son's 
practices, I chatted with the other 
mothers. My coaching had sent a rip- 
ple through them. One woman 
asked, "Is someone helping you? 
How can you do it?" She seemed to 
think women were incapable of 
understanding basketball. Another 
was more supportive: “It’s about 
time we had a woman coach," she 
said. Best of all, a rhird woman 
joined the men out on the floor and 
helped run the Iasi practice. The sea- 
son was ending, but something big 
was starting. 














